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Chief Dunnington, Capt. Davison, Warner, Randolph, Munro, Dennell, Sgt. Fitzgerald 
, { j it 


1. We have had two Emerson Resuscitators in constant use on our Emergency A 
Ambulance Units for over two years and have yet to spend one "Dime" in the 
way of repair. 


2. The two resuscitators we have in service are one dual type and one single 
type. They are carried together with 12 extra "D" type tanks and two 
large 220 cubic-foot tanks with proper flexible connections. We find 
the large tanks much more economical to use. / 


3. We find the Emerson Resuscitator absolutely foolproof in operation. / 
You just can't go wrong when everything is figured out for you by 
mechanical means. 


4. We formerly carried the straight inhalators and felt them good; however, 
actual experience over the past two years has shown that the Emerson 
Resuscitator far surpasses them in every detail. 


5. The Bethesda Chevy Chase First Aid Corps averages over 15 oxygen calls 
per month on which the Emerson Resuscitator is used with a constant record 
far surpassing any other oxygen devices that we have had the honor to 
use or witness in use. The Emerson Resuscitator can well be called 
"The First Line of Defense" with any Rescue Squad Unit. 


(Signed) Don Dunnington, CHIEF 


J. H. EMERSON CO. 


Represented in Principal Cities 
22 Cottage Park Avenue 
Cambridge 40, Massachusetts 
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al po es reaches obkunee 
power of sound, fhe power ° sight, audibly clears the way— 
Aisvalty warns/ of your emérgency. The powerful coas 
siren alerts traffic and the sweep of the Propello-Ray Light \, 
effectively identifies your path. Federal power packed in the 
gleaming chromium shell is) precision-built fdr reliability— 


powerfully constructed for durability. Write for Bulletin 86 


For power to dominate all \traffic, specify Federal Sirens 


SIREN HEADQUARTERS 


yy ) FEDERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY, Inc. 
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On Tenterhooks! 


O, readers, a “tenterhook" is not a 
N new fire tool; but, like the entire 

country, the fire service itself js 
“on tenterhooks"—in short, on the nervous 
seat; for these are parlous times. 


@ Fire losses continuing upward—fire pro- 
tection and prevention costs, ditto—fore- 
thoughtful fire chiefs are asking: "What 
will happen if World War III comes? 


® Meantime, the government is speeding 
preparedness. Atom bomb plants are 
working on a wartime basis. President 
Truman has appointed a Director of 
Civilian Defense Planning, in the person 
of Russell J. Hopley, of Omaha, to devise 
defense plans for the home front. 


It is reported that at the top of those 
defense plans will be the fire service, in 
a new strategic set-up, with new authority 
znd new weapons to fight fire. 


® in the light of these and kindred 
kaleidoscopic developments, is it any 
wonder that subscriptions to FIRE ENGI- 
NEERING are climbing as never before? 
That new and old readers are plumbing 
the editorial and advertising pages of 
every issue of this journal for every crumb 
of information and inspiration ? 


@ Whatever betides—the printers’ strike, 
war or economic upheaval, or what-have- 
you— FIRE ENGINEERING will continue 
its untiring efforts to keep the fire service 
up-to-the-minute and down to the last detail 
on what's going on—and who's doing it! 


She Prrtiohire 
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The Journal of the Fire Profession since 1877; 
published on the fifteenth of each month 
Case-Shepperd-Mann Publishing Corp., 24 West 
40th St., New York 18, N. Y., also publishers of 
Water Works Engineering, Sewage Works En 
gineering, etc. {Subscription price: U. S., Latis 
America and Canada, $3.00 a year; Foreign, $4.00; 
Single copies, 35c. {Member of Audit Bureau 
of Cireulations and A d B Papers, 
Inc. {Entered as second-class matter April 15, 
1929, at the Post Office at New York, N. Y., 
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issue copyrighted, 1948, by Case-Shepperd-Mann 
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Director, Kart M. Mann; Vice-President 
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Orrice: W. S. CLevencer and . Rocz, 
8 So. Dearborn St., Chicago 3, Ill.; Sam 
Francisco: Cuartes H. Wootrey, 605 Market 
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Aveust Havurix, 6000 Miramonte Blvd., Los 
Angeles 1, Calif. {Printed in U.S. A. 
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New LIiGHTweight friple-action type 
SG-48 Rockwood WaterFOG Nozzle. 
Made of special aluminum alloy, this 
new Nozzle discharges (1) High Velocity 
WaterFOG (2) Straight stream (3) Low 
Velocity WaterFOG from Extension 
Applicator. 


Three large fuel oil tanks were saved from fire when 
Worcester, Mass. firemen, using two Rockwood triple-action 
SG type WaterFOG Nozzles, extinguished flaming insula- 
tion on a 15,000 gallon asphalt tank. 


Fire started when workmen tried thawing frozen pipes 
at base of asphalt tank with blazing oily rags. Flames from 
the burning rags ignited the oil and tar soaked insulation 
which covered the entire tank. The fire quickly spread over 
tank and wood structure at the base creating intense heat 
and causing an explosion which blew off the manhole cover 
of the adjoining fuel oil tank. 


However, firemen quickly brought the flames under 
control when they fought the fire in the asphalt tank with 
one Rockwood WaterFOG Nozzle. The oil in the adjoining 
tank which was at a near burning point was quickly cooled 





54 HARLOW STREET 


FUEL OIL TANKS 
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Plan view showing location of asphalt tank fire and 
exposed fuel oil tanks. Nearby box cars on railroad 
tracks were also endangered. 











FLAMING INSULATION ON A 15,000 GALLON ASPHALT 
TANK IS EXTINGUISHED BY SG TYPE ROCKWOOD 
WaterFOG NOZZLES... 


by application of WaterFOG from another Nozzle on the 
exterior of the tank. 


According to Fire Chief Herbert F. Travers of Worcester, 
Mass., the cooling and smothering action of the Rockwood 
WaterFOG Nozzles resulted in preventing the fuel oil tanks 
from catching fire. 


Damage was slight and did not hamper operations. 


Rockwood WaterFOG Nozzles are now available to 
municipal fire departments, industrial plants and refineries. 
They will extinguish or control fires in ordinary combustibles 
and flammable liquids faster and with less water. 


Rockwood WaterFOG is approved by Underwriters’ Laboratories, 
Inc. and Factory Mutual Laboratories. 
For additional information, write for bulletin C-5OTR. 
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MASSACHUSETTS 


Specialists in Fire Protection Engineering, Equipment and Installation since 1907 
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This hose fights fires— 
not firemen! 


New B. F. Goodrich hose weighs 18% less, is 


stronger, and easter to handle 


ao, stubborn, hard-to-handle 
{4 hose line can actually Ainder your 
hire company, slow it down, make it 
waste precious strength and minutes 
lighting a stubborn, hard-to-handle 
hose line. To Ae/p you fight fires, the 
weight-saving, time-saving features of 
new B. F. Goodrich municipal fire 
hose cut carrying weight 18%, cut 
coupling time in half, increase flexi- 
bility and ease of handling. Every part 
of this new hose—tube, jacket, and 
coupling—is designed to help you 
fight fires faster and more efficiently. 


Tube cuts weight, friction— 
increases capacity. A new rub- 
ber compound allows use of a thinner, 
lighter tube, with greater capacity. Im- 
proved aging qualities prevent fold or 
edge cracking that cause failures in 


service. Hose lines for modern fire 
fighting need the smooth inner surface 
of this tube that reduces friction loss 
of high velocity flow—delivers maxi- 
mum volume at the nozzle. 


Jacket’s lighter, stronger, 
resists moisture. To weave a 
better jacket B. F. Goodrich uses a 
larger number of smaller gauge cords 
—twice the number of warp strands, 
25% more filler strands. It twists them 
by a new method that increases tensile 
strength, weaves them on looms that 
maintain uniform strand tension, then 
pre-stretches the woven jacket. The 
result: a hose that’s lighter and easier 
to handle, yet behaves under pressure. 
Hydroseal-treated to protect from 
rotting, waterlogging, freezing and 
mildew, the tough jacket withstands 


all the abuse a fire hose is subject to. 


All types of couplings. This 
new B. F. Goodrich fire hose is avail- 
able in cast brass, drop forged brass, or 
aluminum alloy coupling that weighs 
4 pounds less than brass or bronze, but 
has greater tensile and shear strength, 
With Koroseal swivel gaskets these 
couplings spin on and tighten by 
hand in half the usual time. Severe ac- 
celerated corrosion tests indicate the 
best corrosion resistance of any light- 
weight coupling on the market. It’s the 
only lightweight coupling approved 
by lpelaenatennr Laboratories. 

Before you buy fire hose again get full 
details on this new B. F. Goodrich mu- 
nicipal fire hose, at your local distributor 
or write: The B. F. Goodrich Company, 
Industrial Products Division, Akron, Ohio. 


B.E Goodrich 


FIRST IN RUBBER 
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FIRE ENGINEERING 


The continuous high ratio of immunity from fire and 
burglary losses in ADT-protected properties throughout 
the years is proof of the outstanding effectiveness 
of ADT Central Station Electric Protection Services 


PERFORMANCE 


Attacks on ADT Protection . . . . . «© «© © «© « « 1,019 
Entrances effected. . . ee 2 & Oo 2 
Captures as result of burglar alarms . as . 592 
Captures resulting from holdup alarms and other emergency 

i. +e « o«¢ * « - & 
Insurable values of properties protected oe '$1,992,275,000* 
Ratio of losses in attacks on ADT Protection to insurable 


values protected . . eee «0 0% & ee 
99 
Immunity from burglary lees . hore ee ee oe eS SN 99°,% 


Investigations of failures of watchmen to signal Central Sta- 


tions On schedule. . . > 2 ek o eo ow 226,508 
Total number of signals recorded seoecene « ee 
Watchmen’s patrol efficiency . . . . . .« « « 9994/100ths % 
Fire alarms from Manual Boxes. ...... - « 1,656 
Insurable values of properties protected . . . . $14, 976,846,000 


Ratio of fire losses to insurable values protected. . 6/100ths of 1% 
DOOR ON EET. «ca ¢.% @ie we we eee 6S I9-5% 





Supervisory alarms of impairments of sprinkler systems. . 179,866 
Waterflow alarms of fires or serious leaks. . ... . . 3,097 
Manual fire alarms .. ‘ee @ . 151 
Insurable values of properties protected : oe @ ‘7, 574, 165, 000 
Ratio of fire and water losses to insurable values protected 


3/100ths of 1% 


Bice loss ienmmmaityin 1947.2. <« ccc see eevee I925% 





Year after year the ADT performance records consistently and force- 
fully demonstrate the importance of continuous supervision, pe- 
riodic inspections and tests, and complete maintenance of protective 
signaling systems. Such specialized attention is your assurance of 


continually dependable operation. 


Controlled Companies of AMERICAN DISTRICT TELEGRAPH CO. 
155 Sixth Avenue, New York 13,N. Y. 


CENTRAL STATIONS IN ALL PRINCIPAL CITIES OF THE UNITED STATES 


“ORGANIZATION 
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GUARDING THE LIVES OF MILLIONS FROM COAST TO COAST 





When an alarm is sounded it is up to you to get to the fire by 
the fastest and shortest route. You can't always depend on 
using boulevards or through streets—you have to use side 
streets also. 


THERE ISN'T ANOTHER LIGHT LIKE IT 


MARS SIGNAL LIGHT—with its powerful figure 8 beam of 
red light—flashes a mile ahead of your apparatus, from building 
line to building line and hundreds of feet into the air. Traffic 
approaching intersections ahead of you see the powerful figure 
8 red beam long before you reach the crossing. Motorists every- 
where recognize this light. More than | 1,000 are already in use 
on fire apparatus from coast to coast. 


Mars Light Is Fully Guaranteed for Five Years 

















MARS ALSO MAKES 


A Dual Purpose Oscillating light in pairs. These provide maximum warning and protection—oscil- 
lating beams of red and green light. When returning from calls a simple adjustment converts this Dual 
Purpose Light into a non-oscillating straight beam of light. 


Rotation Light and Siren. The Mars popular 4!/2-in. and 6-in. sirens also come equipped with a 
Rotation Light that operates like a propeller blade. Sealed beams—positive drive—No friction drive 
to slip. 

Mars combination siren and oscillating red light in one compact unit. The siren and oscillating light 
can be used separately or together. Foot switch supplied for the siren and dash switch for the light. 

These lights bear the same liberal guarantee as the Mars Figure 8 Light. 

Insist on MARS when you order New Equipment—lInstall it on Present Equipment. 


IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 


For prices and complete information write to 


MARS SIGNAL LIGHT CO. *ciiczessict * 


It's MARS from Coast to Coast > 
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2 being used today. ? th 

. Unox Penetrant helps water to Class A fires is obtained—with a Penetrant or information con- } 
penetrate dense burning materials, minimum amount of water and cerning use with your equipment 
putting out the fire quickly and less water damage. please write to Dept. FE-4. 
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Americus Six, Built by James Smith, 
1851. Photo, Courtesy Museum of 
the City of New York. 
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--- 80 have fire-fighting 
methods where UNOX 


Penetrant is used 


L Nox Penetrant—developed to 
make water penetrate—is one of 
the new methods of fire-fighting 


Times have changed... 








positively —with less smoke and 
radiated heat, less water damage 
and less overhaul. “Wet water” 
made with UNox Penetrant is out- 
standing in its action for fire- 
fighting. Rapid extinguishment of 






In test after test, in the labora- 
tory, and on regular runs, UNox 
Brand Penetrant has demonstrated 
its effectiveness in helping water 
extinguish fires faster. 

If you wish samples of UNox 
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CARBIDE and CARBON CHEMICALS CORPORATION 
Unit of Union Carbide and Carbon Corporation 

30 E, 42nd St., New York 17, N. Y. UCC} 

In Canada: Carbide and Carbon Chemicals, Limited, Toronto 


Offices in Principal Cities 





_ENETRANT GIVES FIRE-FIGHTING A THIRD DIMENSION—WATER THAT PENETRATES 


ILM 


TRADE-MARK 


























“Unox” is a trade-mark of C&CCC.—Copyright, 1948, by C&CCC. 
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Heavy Duty Aluminum 
Extension Ladder 


Available in lengths from 30 ft. to 65 ft., 
the 65-ft. length weighing only 232 Ibs. 
This popular ladder is also available in 
2-section and 4-section models. 


¢ LIGHTWEIGHT—Fasily Handled 


Aluminum fire ladders can be extended and 
moved quickly and easily by very few men. Fast 
action when it’s most needed. 


° STRONG— Dependable 


Aluminum fire ladders are constructed of high- 
tensile strength aluminum alloy with corrugated . 
rungs securely fastened with aluminum expan- Aluminum Roof Ladder 


sion bushings. Rungs never become loose or Completely aluminum except for the folding hooks, 
which are of the best forged steel. Ideally right for 

break off. bridging across hot floors or roofs. Can be tailor- 
made to your specifications. Complete range of sizes 
from 12’ to 30’7" in length. 


e LONG LASTING— Economical 


Aluminum fire ladders maintain their strength 
for years and years. Will not rust, spark, rot, 
burn or deteriorate in any way. Thus they are 
always safe, and ladder replacement is kept to a 
minimum. 


Aluminum Pike Poles 


Handles are constructed of aluminum alloy tubing— 
; ‘ ’ ode will not break under strain. Hooks are of strong 
The Aluminum Ladder C ompany is the “Original forged steel. Available from stock in 8, 10, 12, 14 and 


Manufacturer of Aluminum Ladders.” In 1936 16 ft. lengths. Special lengths if desired. 
they made the very first all-aluminum fire ladder 
ever constructed. Since then, constant research, 
developments and improvements have kept orig- 
inal aluminum ladders the safest, most modern ALUMINUM 


ladders available. Write for descriptive litera- 


ture and prices. LADDER 


COMPANY 
RIG 4) MANUFACTURE 200 CARBIS STREET W ORTHINGT¢ 


g Of ALUMINUM LADDER. 
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UNDERWRITERS’ LABORATORIES APPROVED 





FOG FIRE FIGHTER 
PAYS OFF! 








THE BEAN FOG FIRE FIGHTER recently delivered to 
Carrollton. Bean High-Pressure Fog Fire Fighters 
carry their own water supply—provide two guns of 
30 gallons each—850 Ibs. pump pressure. Delivered 
complete with all accessories. 


“Hopeless” blaze quickly brought under control 


with new Bean high-pressure equipment 


— newspaper of Carrollton, Ohio, has plenty of 
reason to thank its community and fire department 
for selecting a Bean High-Pressure Fog Fire Fighter. 
Recently, the new Fog Fire Fighter paid for itself many 
times over by halting a blaze which threatened to be 
a total loss. 

The fire occurred at the Carrollton Free Press Stand- 
ard, the local newspaper. In a few minutes the flames 
were so well under way that observers called it hope- 
less. However, the moment the Bean Fog Fire Fighter 
went into action the blaze was being controlled and 
was put out with minimum damage! 

Read what the grateful staff of the Carrollton Free 


BEAN « 





Press Standard has to say about the fire and their new 


Bean equipment! 
* * * 


° "“—it would have been absolutely impossible to have 
saved the structure, had it not been for the new 
fog equipment.” 

almost unbelievable how little water damage 
there was due to the use of the fire department's 
new fog equipment.” 

© “—the equipment has paid for itself, and paid well.” 
© "“—at no time after ... did the flames gain any 

headway.” 
© “—thanks to the community for getting it for us.” 


HIGH-PRESSURE FOG FIRE FIGHTER 


CAN BE MOUNTED ON MOST STANDARD TRUCK CHASSIS 


FOOD MACHINERY CORPORATION 


JOHN BEAN MFG. CO., DEPT. 126, LANSING 4, MICH. ° 


BEAN-CUTLER DIVISION, 409 JULIAN ST., SAN JOSE, CALIF. 





BUILDERS OF BEAN HIGH-PRESSURE PUMPS FOR OVER 60 YEARS 


Kindly mention Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 
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PROTECTS VITAL EQUIPMENT... 


PREVENTS OUT OF OPERATION LOSSES 


W'"TH buildings, machinery and equipment almost im- 
possible to replace today and production schedules 
set at peak output . . . can your plant afford a fire? 


One of the safest steps toward insuring continuous 
operation is the protection of National Aer-O-Foam. Its 
quick action smothers fires in a matter of seconds. 


National Aer-O-Foam forms 10 gallons of a thick, tough 
gas-tight blanket of foam for every gallon of water. 
This effectively snuffs out flames, insulates threatened 
areas, prevents flashbacks . . . and there is no “run-off,” 
consequently less water damage. At the same time 
Aer-O-Foam itself is non-corrosive—is easily washed away 
with hose stream or after drying can be easily brushed 
off machinery, walls and floors. 


Protect your output with performance-proved Aer-O- 
Foam fire protection equipment. National Foam manu- 
factures chemical as well as air foam and the equipment 
for applying them. 


— 


NATIONAL FOAM SYSTEM, INC. taza 


LIQUID 
ml-lelelelUlelgi-leiclan mele Ma la-mmaelicaileyn ansabealll 


5 n ae >. 
Packard Building. Philadelphia 2. Pa. 
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A Distributor serves you Best 


The jackets of Republic Fire Hose, made only 
of selected yarns and long-ageing tubes, are 
plain, (Provar Mildew Resistant), and waxed 
or in any combination. Five municipal grades, 
3 industrial grades (also made with rubber or 
neoprene covers), and lightweight hose for 
forestry service are available. 















WHY NOT MAKE YOUR REPUBLIC RUBBER DISTRIBUTOR’S 
LARGE INVENTORY INVESTMENT PAY YOU DIVIDENDS? 


You need not waste stock room space and inventory 
cost for the many industrial rubber items you use. Your 
Republic Rubber Distributor carries all standard items 
and delivers your orders promptly. In addition, this 
practical service-arrangement saves time in keeping 
your stock room records—another way a Distributor 





best serves you. Why not get into the habit of using 
your Republic Rubber Distributor’s service? The short 


cuts will lead to many substantial savings. 
A quality of product uniformly 
good and capable of deliver- 
ing service results that ti \ 
should reasonably 


be expected. MECHANICAL RUBBER GOODS BY 


A QUARTER CENTURY OF PROGRESS DIVISION 


\ 

















a8@ewee8t&tei¢ R U B BER DBivistOoOnN 
LEE RUBBER & TIRE CORPORATION... YOUNGSTOWN, OHIO 
Lee Deluxe Tires & Tubes, Conshohocken, Pa. 
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Featuring sensational CHANNEL construc- section extension; 750A wall ladders; and 
tion. Duo-Safety’s 700 Series All-Aluminum 775A, roof ladders—all available in a 
Fire Ladders replace old style, Solid Side,’ variety of sizes. Write for free file catalog 
wood pumper ladders. This outstanding de- on all ladders in the Duo-Safety line. 

velopment in triple-strength, light weight 
ladder construction means dependable 
quality, ease in handling and positive safe- 
ty. In addition to the ZOOA two section 
extension, the series includes 725A, three 


For Service Trucks—The 500 Series 





Companion equipment to the 700 Series is the 500 Series, 
featuring TUBULAR STRENGTH, for service trucks. Series in- 
cludes: SOOA, two section extension; 525 A, 3 section ex- 
tension, 550A, wall ladders; 575A, roof ladders; 585A, fold- 
ing ladders. All in a variety of sizes. 


DUO-SAFETY LADDER CORP. 


809 NINTH STREET, OSHKOSH, WIS., U. S. A. 


We shall appreciate your mentioning Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 
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BWH 


FIRE HOSE 
HITS THE HIGH SPOTS! 


High up on ladders, light-to-handle BWH 
Fire Hose has proved its mettle time and 
time again. 














Made with a staunch, closely woven cot- 
ton jacket which protects the tube, BWH Fire 
Hose withstands high pressures, hard knocks 
and sharp jabs. Yet it’s so light and easy to 
handle, it gets into action fast and stays in the 
thick of things where the fighting is toughest. 


The General Detroit Corporation is the 
sales agent for BWH Fire Hose in most 
communities. For 45 years “General” has 
been an acknowledged expert on fire-fighting 
equipment. Your city benefits by the com- 
bined knowledge and experience of both 
BWH and “General” when you call your 
“General” representative to fill municipal 
fire hose needs. 











Bw BWH BwH Bw 


SOSTON FIRE JACKET’ HOSE “PARAMOUNT HOSE “MILO” HOSE ““UMNDERWRITERS’”’ HOSE 
Double Jacke: Double Jacket Single Jacket Single of Double Jacket 

Our very finest quolity fire hose! High quality hose, in demand where Excellent hose for communities where Made in strict accordance with the 

Rugged, long-lasting, easy to pack, pressure-tested, durable, easy-han- light service hose meets the needs. National Board of Fire Underwriters’ 

light to handle. diing hose is specified. Outstanding Tough, well made, highly efficient. specifications. Labeled or unlabeled. 


valve! 








THE GENERAL DETROIT CORP. 


Distributors of famous DETROIT 7. MICHIGAN 


A ELPH 


BOSTON WOVEN HOSE AND RUBBER CO. 


Municipal Fire Hose THE GENERAL PACIFIC CORP. 


NGELES * AN FRANCISCO * SEATTLE 
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24 Hours A Day 


Nearly 2,000 fires—on an average — occur 
daily in the U.S. A. and Canada. Every fire 
destroys property and most fires endanger 


human i 
Whenever Fire Occurs 
| The Fire Alarm Telegraph System, owned 







all@ operated by the municipality, provides 
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meyOply means — ALWAYS ON DUTY — 
: | he Fire Department. 
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Write for pamphlet —“The Fire Alarm Factor” 


THE GAMEWELL COMPANY 


NEWTON UPPER FALLS 64, MASSACHUSETTS 
IN CANADA. NORTHERN ELECTRIC COMPANY, LTD.. MONTREAL . 





We shall appreciate your mentioning Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 
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With the Editor 


Bright Spot on To those who see no further than 
the Fire Front the heavy fire losses and the seem- 

ingly losing struggle being waged 

by the fire service to control the 
nation’s fire waste, let us hasten to point out that, 
statistics to the contrary, the war on the fire front 
is not being lost. On the contrary, real gains are 
being made not only in the development of more 
efficient fire control methods and techniques, and in 
improved fire extinguishing mediums and equip- 
ment, but in the reduction and elimination of fire 
hazards. 

One field in which considerable progress is being 
made is in flameproofing and fireproofing. Science 
is bringing to the aid of the fire service, new pro- 
ducts and processes which those who direct today’s 
fire prevention and fire control must recognize and 
accept ; yes, and recommend. We refer particularly 
to raw and finished fire-safe material and. products 
which, properly installed in home, factory, place of 
public gathering and the like, put a damper on fire, 
instead of encouraging it. 

Furnishings, fittings and finishes are now avail- 
able which will resist fire and flame, at prices but 
little greater than for the deadly old flammables 
that contributed so much to the Cocoanut Grove 
holocaust, the Ringling Brothers, Barnum & Bailey 
circus fire, the LaSalle, Canfield and Winecoff ho- 
tel debacles and other catastrophes. Even fire re- 
tardant wood is to be had for those who place safety 
above price. ) 

Firemen who advocate fighting fires before they 
start, and that should include every thoughtful fire 
officer, will want to know all about these modern 
scientific materials and products. They will want 
to know their application, cost, limitations, and who 
makes them. Forethoughtful students vill open up 
a source data file on the subject from which they 
can quickly produce all the essential facts on flame- 
proofing that may be wanted by their own organi- 
zation, their local government, citizens, builders, 
architects or law-makers. They will not wait for a dis- 
aster to strike their community, with the usual civic 
repercussions ; they will beat fire to the punch by set- 
ting up standards of fire safety covering every possi- 
ble type of hazard, and urging use of all proper 
fire-safe products and processes. They will overhaul 
and revaluate their existing local laws and ordin- 
ances bearing on hazards and the application and 
use of safeguards, and they will prosecute enactment 
of new and better statutes to broaden the use of 
these disaster-preventing elements. Finally, they 
will enlist the aid of the civic and private organiza- 
tions and interests in the need of becoming “fire- 
safety conscious”, and they will not overlook the 
assistance of the producers and installers of such 





products in helping them meet their individual fire- 
safing problems. 

Many fire chiefs have already recognized the 
possibilities which this development affords them 
in their immediate and long-range fire control plan- 
ning. Their interest has inspired some of the fore- 
most producers of flameproof textiles, fabrics and 
finished articles to tell the story of their products 
and processes to the fire service in the advertising 
sections of FirE ENGINEERING. 

To members of the fire service who have grasped 
the opportunity to make good use of these modern 
scientific developments, our congratulations ; to the 
enterprising concerns which recognize the impor- 
tance of having the cooperation and support of the 
fire service in securing the application of their 
manufactured wares, best wishes for their success 


War Surplus Since the end of World War II, 
Equipment the War Assets Administration 
has been selling surplus machinery 
and equipment which had been manufactured dur- 
ing the war for furthering this nation’s war efforts. 
Most fire departments today are aware of the 
defects in much wartime produced fire apparatus 
and equipment, made for government agencies. 
Because of the critical supply of certain metals and 
materials, substitutes had to be used, and the use 
of these substitutes introduced serious weaknesses 
into the equipment. 

Victory fire hose, OCD pumpers and wartime 
fire extinguishers are probably the outstanding 
examples of sub-standard manufacture. Their de- 
ficiencies are well understood by the fire service. 

Other items, too, fall into the same classification, 
although their deficiencies are not so rapidly recog- 
nized. For instance, fog nozzles. Because of de- 
mands of the armed forces for certain materials 
in short supply, it was necessary to resort to sub- 
stitute materials even in these small units so vital 
in the fire protection field. Replacement of the parts 
made of these substitute materials is imperative 
if the nozzles are to render satisfactory service. 

In addition, some dealers in such war surplus 
equipment have attempted to improve the appear- 
ance of the items by resorting to electroplating. In 
some such instances serious damage has been done 
by the chemicals employed. 

Prospective buyers of war surplus fire equipment 
should bear these points in mind when considering 
purchase of wartime-produced appliances. 


Fired Ghepp— 





















































a 





SF Sa = 


ERE 


ro 
Poe = 


= 


CO ES 5 age Se SE 








a A a ll le 


Ember from One Burning Church 
Ignites Another a Block Away 


Sixteen Fire Companies Aid Local Forces in 
Controlling Near-Conflagration at Danville, Pa.* 


Frivay, February 13, was unlucky 
for the town of Danville, Pa., and the 
Danville Fire Department. On that date 


the community of 7,500 on the Sus- 
quehanna River suffered its worst fire 
in history in the destruction of the 


Christ Memorial Episcopal Church and 
Rectory, and damage to other property. 
Had it not been for a pouring rain and 
snow remaining on neighboring build- 
ings, a conflagration might have 
resulted 

This fire again proved the contention 
that most large, critical fires are seldom 


the result of a single factor, but the 
outcome of a lot of things that go 
wrong. 

The actual trouble began the night 


before the fire when an upheaval caused 
by the extremely cold weather and frost 


broke Danville water mains in three 
places. One break flooded five store 
cellars and gave the fire department 
three hours work. As a result of the 


breaks, part of Danville was almost en- 
tirely without water 

At about 11:30 A.M., Friday, the 13th, 
an odor of smoke prevailed in the Par- 
ish House of the Christ Episcopal 
Church, one of the largest churches in 
the area, located at the corner of Market 
and Pine Streets. The Parish House was 
being rented as temporary offices of a 
money-raising group in Danville in the 
interest of Geisinger Hospital. 
A search of the building failed to dis- 











Left: Early Stages of the Fire in Christ Memorial Episcopal Church, Danville, Pa. Scene Is on 
the East Side Showing Church and Rectory. This Is After the Fire Broke Out of the Cellar. 
The Danville Companies Working on the North and West Sides Were Laying Into the River 
1,000 Feet to the South at This Time. The Parish House Is Directly Behind the Rectory. It 
and the Church Were Total Losses; the Rectory Received Some Damage in the Back. Right: 
Secondary Fire in Mahoning Presbyterian Church. Flying Ember Lodged Under the Weather 
Vane and Set Fire to the Steeple. Picture Was Taken After Vane Was Pulled to Side from 
Below by Pulling Lightning Rod. Loss About $300.00. Picture Shows Booster Line Still Up 
in Front of Church 
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close any fire. Meanwhile, the janitor 
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Diagram Showing Placement of Pumpers and Hose Lines at Danville, Pa., Church Fire 


ises about 
called. 
When the smoky odor persisted, in- 
vestigation was extended to include the 
main church, which was entered through 
a side door. The church interior was 
built in the form of a cross and reputed 
to be one of four like it in the entire 
country. It measured 90 feet on Market 
Street and about 86 feet on Pine Street. 
[he Parish House is located directly 
back of the church building and reached 
through a connecting vestibule. 


half an hour earlier, was 


Origin of Fire 


Upon entering the church, searchers 
found a small fire in the organ, which 
had been completely overhauled in 1946. 
An alarm was at once telephoned the 
Danville Fire Department and all four 
of its volunteer companies responded. 

These forces quickly extinguished the 


fire in the organ. Although there was 
considerable smoke in the church, the 


organ fire was not taken too seriously 
and personnel of the water department, 
electric light and telephone companies, 





*Fire ENGINEERING is indebted to contributor 
Sam Keefer, member Danville Fire Department, 
- : - 
for the data upon which this account ra 
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Scene in Front of Church After Additional Help Had Arrived from Surrounding Towns. 
Companies Shown Are Southside (S. Danville) and Milton. The Houses Are to the West of 
the Church. One Was Destroyed, the Rest Saved 


who had responded with firemen, all 
left for lunch. All fire companies, how- 
ever, were held at the scene pending 
further search of the church. 

Smoke and definite traces of fire were 
encountered in the southeast corner of 
the auditorium, indicating fire in that 
section of the cellar. The only entrance 
to this area was at the northeast cor- 
ner where the cellar was reached by 
means of a circular iron stairway. The 
cellar itself consisted of a number of 
catacombs, separated from the audito- 
rium by a concrete and tile floor. 

The lack of windows and other open- 
ings into the basement area made it al- 
most impossible to ventilate the struc- 
ture of smoke and gases. At this stage, 
realizing the seriousness of the situation, 
a 2%-inch hose line was laid from the 
river, a distance of approximately 1,000 
feet, About this time there was a muf- 
fled explosion, which brought the fire 
out into the open and it was soon out 
of control. 

Unable to secure sufficient water from 
hydrants around the church, due to wa- 
ter main damage referred to previously, 
all hose lines were stretched to the river, 
which was frozen over, further handi- 
capping firemen who had to cut through 
fourteen inches of ice to get water. One 
Danville truck ventured too far out on 
the ice in an effort to open water, and 
broke through. The water, however, was 
not deep and the truck was removed 
later with a heavy tractor. 

Calls for assistance were dispatched 
to the surrounding towns. Several com- 
panies in Danville’s outskirts responded 
at once with small pumpers. These in- 
cluded East Danville, Riverside, Sidler 
Hill and the Cherokee Ordnance Works. 
Heavier pumpers and men were sent by 
Bloomsburg, Sunbury, Catawissa and 
Milton. The radio stations in Blooms- 
burg, nine miles away, also broadcast 
appeals for help. Unfortunately, the re- 
sponse of these out-of-town forces was 
materially slowed by the _ ice-coated 
toads, following the freezing rain of 
early morning. 

The fire in the church meanwhile had 
completely involved the entire building, 
Including the huge steeple, which be- 
fame a flaming torch visible for miles. 
The frame structure and roof of the 
tower collapsed at 2:32 P.M., and show- 


r-- 








229 


ered the entire area for blocks arouna 
with burning embers. At this stage, fire- 
men got a break when the snow and 
ice on all of the structures, and the pour- 
ing rain, prevented ignition of exposures 
and a possible conflagration that could 
have spelled disaster. 

The fire rapidly communicated 
throughout the Parish House and this 
large two-story recreational building 
collapsed, in turn igniting the residence 
next door. Before this extension was 
controlled, the roof and walls of the 
house had been ruined. The majority of 
furniture was safely removed from this 
dwelling. The fire also spread to the 
Rectory but, by this time, out-of-town 
companies had gone into action and 
they were able to control this fire before 
serious damage was done. They also ex- 
tinguished the several fires which start- 
ed from radiated heat in the dwellings 
across both Market and Pine Streets, 
although a two-car garage located next 
to the Parish House was destroyed. 

An unusual secondary exposure fire 
was caused by a flying ember, carried 


(Continued on page 246) 
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Diagram of Fire Area at Danville, Pa. 
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Here's a Fire Department 
Run by Legionnaires 


a is still the Harrisonville, Mo., Le- 
gionnaire Fire Department, but since 
January 7, 1946, it has had a new person- 
nel. However, before more is said about 
this aggregation of former service men 
turned fire fighters, it is apropos that 
some of the background of this organiza- 
tion be given 


Harrisonville is the county seat of 
Cass County, in the western part of 
Missouri and some 35 miles south of 


Kansas City on U. S. Highway 71. Its 
population is approximately 2,500. 

Prior to 1922, the town had what is 
commonly known as a volunteer fire 
department. In February, 1900, the entire 
south side of the square burned. At that 
time Harrisonville had a big hand 
pumper, a number of deep wells and big 
cisterns. Kansas City sent a fire engine 
on a railroad flatcar to Harrisonville’s 
assistance, but it was ineffective, due to 
an inadequate water supply. In June of 
the same year a large building, the opera 
house, on the northwest corner of the 
square, burned. Newspapers in Harrison 
ville began clamoring for better fire 
protection, but it was not until 1906 
that a private company installed a small 
water system in Harrisonville 

This clamor, more insistent than in 
former years, had some effect, for Har 
risonville’s governing body purchased a 
small fire truck. It had a chemical tank 
and could carry several hundred feet of 
2% inch hose Che town yet had its vol- 
unteer fire department The old-time 
chief had “slowed up” appreciably and 
this was reflected in the department, 
whose members also had begun to show 
signs of age. Interest in the department 
waned and 


younger men soon took up 
the task af protecting Harrisonville 
They were without organization and the 


fire truck was neglected. On several oc 


when a fire alarm sounded the 
truck either had deflated tires, the gaso- 
line tank was empty, or the engine re- 
fused to start. 

This condition was a source of worry 
to Harrisonville’s Board of Aldermen, 
but the town’s mentors seemed power- 
less to remedy the condition. What could 
be done to relieve the embarrassing sit- 
uation? 


cask ns 


It was early in 1923 that the City 
Council and Mayor George E. Cable 
began discussing a reorganization of 


Harrisonville’s fire department. The “city 
dads,” unknown to the Legionnaires, de- 
cided the American Legion Post might 
be persuaded to assume this important 
responsibility. Members of the Post were 
approached on the subject and, as a 
result, Mayor Cable was invited to at- 
tend the next regular meeting of the 
Legionnaires. That was Wednesday eve- 
ning, September 5, 1923. 

Mayor Cable in his presentation of the 
matter stated he had not been author- 
ized by the Board of Aldermen to submit 
a definite proposition and could only 
give tentative plans which had been dis- 
cussed at council meetings. These plans 
called for a regularly-o1 ganized fire de- 
partment of Legionnaires, to have full 
charge of the fire-fighting equipment. 
During the first three months after the 
Post took over, the Mayor stated, it 
would be allowed $50 a month, since it 
was realized the members would be 
called upon for a great many fire drills 
if they would become efficient. After the 
three-month period they would be al- 
lowed $25 a month. In addition, the 
members would be allowed $3 each for 
every fire, $1 each for false alarms, and 
$1 each for every drill period, not to ex- 
ceed two a month. Ray E. Miller, now 
of St. Louis, was commander of the Post 





Members of Harrisonville, Mo., Legionnaire Fire Department Lined up in Front of Their Apparatus, 
Left to Right: G. A. Glen, Engineer; Ted Porter; William J. Briggs, Jr.; R. W. Wood, Assistant Chief; 
Harvey Van Meter, Assistant Chief; F. J. Thomas, Jr.; Tony Scavuzzo; Everett Cummins; Glenn Shaw; 


Harvey Dunn; W. R. Marquette, Commander Legion Post and G. M. Allen, Chief. 





and he appointed a committee to confer 
with local Legionnaires and later take up 
the matter with the aldermanic board. 

In the meantime the Legionnaires, 
realizing the proposed arrangement would 
be very expensive to the city whose 
finances were not always in the black, 
submitted a counter proposal to the city. 
They omitted recompense for false 
alarms and practice runs and limited the 
payable fire company to ten members, 
This was satisfactory to the councilmen, 
excepting they increased the company to 
fifteen members, any fifteen members of 
the Post, although twice that number 
might answer a fire alarm. 

The firemen were to receive $2.50 per 
man if and when they saw action after 
an alarm was sounded. Thus the depart- 
ment could earn as much as $37.50, 
whether the action lasted five minutes, 
five hours or twenty-five hours; the re- 
muneration was less if fewer than fifteen 
men reported. In addition, the city was 
to pay the Post a monthly salary of $25 
pay all expenses for the upkeep of the 
equipment, station rent, electricity, fuel 
etc., and furnish twelve rubber coats and 
helmets. That final arrangement is in 
force today. 

The American Legion Post had not 
been well off financially, and this seemed 
an excellent opportunity for the ex- 
service men to become independent. On 
Monday evening, November 12, 1923, the 
first Legionnaire Fire Department in the 
United States, and probably in the world, 
came into existence. It was with a sense 
of patriotism, civic pride and town loy- 
alty that the ex-service men, now service 
men in reality, assumed their responsi- 
bility, a responsibility that seemed as 
great, almost, as war service, for they 
became defenders of their home town 
against an enemy, fire. And, too, each 
man became a policeman the instant a 
fire alarm sounded. A town ordinance 
gave the firemen that power so they 
could with authority prevent interference 
with their duty, direct traffic, keep the 
curious a safe distance from danger, and 
perform any and all duties of a peace 
officer. 

The new firemen chose an executive, 
or directing body, naming Ben S. Ed- 
wards as their chief. Inheriting the old 
fire truck, previously mentioned, they 
reinforced it by adding one of those old- 
time, two-wheel hose carts. This became 
a trailer and would bounce on rough 
streets and turn corners on one wheel. 
While a dangerous contraption, there 
was no accident with it, and it made 
many trips. 

In time the Harrisonville Legionnaire 
Fire Department saw the inadequacy of 
the obsolete engine and started a cam- 
paign for a more powerful and speedier 
truck. The city council, which has always 
cooperated with the Legionnaires, saW 
eye-to-eye with them and approved the 
project. In 1925 the movement for 4 
more modern fire truck began to crystal- 
ize, and an electric fire siren was wanted, 
too. 
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A special election was held March 9, 
1926, when the voters in Harrisonville 
decided, 5-to-1, to issue bonds for the 
purpose of buying a modern fire-fighting 
truck. The truck was to have two chemi- 
cal tanks, pumping unit and other para- 
phernalia usually carried by fire trucks, 
and 1,000 feet of 2%-inch hose. It was 
splendidly equipped, and weighed 7,700 
pounds without human cargo. The new 
equipment brought out the need of a 
more adequate water system. 

In the meantime the electric siren was 
purchased by the Legionnaires, for they 
had accumulated enough money in their 
fre fund to make the plunge. The old 
tower and its bell, with the sign, “one 
ring police; three rings fire,” was inac- 
tivated. The bell was retained in case the 
siren might not work at some crucial 
time, the siren being mounted over it. 
fhe bell eventually was discarded and 
several years ago the siren was moved 
to the city’s parking lot, southeast of the 
square. The old tower and bell were 
scrapped when there was an urgent need 
for iron in the early stage of World War 
II. The siren is yet on duty. 

While the new truck was far superior 
to former equipment, the ex-service men, 
felt they needed an auxiliary unit to 
combat incipient blazes. A used car was 
purchased, its body cut down and two 
chemical tanks mounted. The Legion- 
naires did this work in spare time and 
gave this truck to the city. The perform- 
ance of the chemical truck was satisfac- 
tory. This soda-and-acid outfit was in 
service a number of years, finally be- 
coming ineffective. 

Then the Legionnaires started a cam- 
paign for an additional, new fire truck. 
That movement was late in 1938. The 
city council was receptive, in fact that 
body encouraged the fire fighters in their 
effort to get additional equipment be- 
cause the firemen were receiving calls for 
assistance from adjacent towns and, 
when the one unit was absent, Harrison- 
ville was without protection. 

The campaigners pointed out that the 
one truck was then 13 years old and 
probably not as trustworthy as in her 
younger days. There practically was no 
opposition by Harrisonville residents, 
and when the special election was held 
March 3, 1939, to vote upon the propo- 
sition of issuing bonds, only two persons 
voted against it. 

The new truck was fully equipped. The 
chemical tanks on the older unit were 
supplanted by a booster tank. Thus the 
town had two well-equipped fire trucks. 

Then came World War II, which 
created many new Legionnaires. The old 
Harrisonville Legionnaire Fire Depart- 
ment, which had seen service 23 years, 
began thinking of retiring and turning 
its responsibilities over to the younger 
men. 

The chiefs of the Legionnaire Fire De- 
partment have been Ben S. Edwards. 
1923-1931; Ben D. Prater, 1932-1940, and 
Joel R. Ewing, 1941-1945. All are former 
service men and, during the last few 
years, Mr. Ewing served in the dual role 
of mayor of Harrisonville and chief of 
its fire department. He previously had 
been a councilman. 

So it was with a sigh of relief that the 
old fire department, with its members 
past the half-century mark in age, turned 
the duties of fire fighting over to the 
younger men. The change-over was in 
January, 1946, with George M. Allen as 
fire chief. The department continues to 
be composed of business and profes- 





Harrisonville, Mo., Legionnaire Fire Department. 


sional men and employees, all formerly 
in military service. Chief Allen is one of 
the young men who received his “basic 


training” with the old fire department. 
Many of the younger men received fire- 
fighting training during their military 
careers. 


Harrisonville’s Legionnaire firemen of 
World War I looked upon their agree- 
ment with the City of Harrisonville as 
a sacred obligation, and that is true of 
the new department. Cooperation be- 
tween the two bodies has been perfect. 

During the last 18 years, Harrison- 
ville has had an average of 14 fire alarms 
annually within its corporate limits. The 
range has been from nine in 1931 to 35 
in 1946. Actually the loss has been from 
$2 in 1945 to $30,155 back in 1930. That 
$2 loss was at two roof fires. There were 
15 runs that year, 13 without loss. The 
record for 1947 had not been completed 
when this was written, but up to October 
1 there had been 25 local runs out of 
48 alarms for a total damage of $1,782. 
There were 13 outside runs to grass and 
trash fires, almost as many as in 1939, 
when there were 20 grass fires. There 
was one period in 1938 which lacked six 
days of being five months without a fire 
alarm. 

Incidentally, in the 18-year period 
mentioned, the greatest loss, $30,155 in 
1930, was at the local foundry when a 
small fire destroyed $20,000 worth of 
patterns, proving that a small fire can 
sometimes be costly. Another example 
was when a small fire in a local drug 
store created a sort of chemical smoke 
that caused $10,000 damage to the stock 
of goods. 


Fire Losses Continue Upward 


Fire destroyed $71,521,006 
property and resources in the United 
States during February according to 
estimates announced by the National 
Board of Fire Underwriters on March 16. 

February’s fire loss is an increase of 
13.5 per cent over the January estimate 
of $63,010,000 and 11.3 per cent greater 
than losses of $64,270,000 in February, 
1947. The past 12 months’ destruction by 
fire reaches the staggering total of 
$705,739,000 with the inclusion of the 
February figures. It establishes a peak 
for fire destruction in any 12 month 
period ever reported by the National 
Board of Fire Underwriters. It exceeds 
by $13.104,000 the peak fire loss of $692,- 
635,000 for the year 1947, which was the 


worth of 


highest annual loss for any calendar year 
in U. S. history. 

During the first 60 days of 1948, fire 
has consumed over $2,242,000 daily in 
property and scarce commodities. In- 
direct cost of these fires in lives lost 
injuries, wages, medical expense and the 
destruction of irreplacable material and 


created resources would greatly add to 
this figure. 
These estimated losses under fire in- 


surance policies are on an incurred basis, 
including an allowance for unreported 
and uninsured losses. 


Former Baseball Star a Fire Hero 


Jack Lawlor, hero of many a major 

and minor league baseball game, became 
the hero of a rooming house fire at 
Ansonia, Conn., on March 1 that caused 
the life of one man. 
* Awakened by thick smoke Lawlor, one 
of the roomers, routed out other resi- 
dents of a downtown rooming house as 
it was being swept by fire. Lawlor led 
them to safety and then sprinted in his 
bare feet over ice-coated sidewalks for a 
fire alarm box a block away where he 
sounded the alarm. 

Lawlor’s hair was badly singed and 
his face blistered by the heat. Mr. Law- 
lor, now in his sixties, once played with 


the Cincinnati Reds of the National 
League. He ended his active playing 
career with Omaha in the Western 


League after many years in the Pacific 
Coast loop. His last connection with 
baseball came in 1922 when he ‘managed 
a Stamford, Conn., industrial club. The 
fire, which caused damages of $35,000, 
took the life of Charles Goesle, 82-year- 
old retired foundryman. 


Tom MAGNER. 


The Cover Picture 

Members of the Tokyo, Japan, Fire 
Department, have resumed participation 
in the annual New Year Parade and 
Review, held this year on the Imperial 
Plaza, January 15, 1948. Such demon- 
strations were discontinued during the 
war. 

To display their skill in rescue work, 
the firemen set smoke bombs in this 
100-foot drill tower, then placed their 
ladders in position. Mannequins were 
“rescued,” while firemen climbed ropes 
to the top, and performed other evolu- 
tions. 
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TORONTO FIRE DEPARTMENT MAKES 


GOOD STOP AT LARGE OIL FIRE 


Huge Plant Threatened by Blaze Started by Oil Truck ; 


Severe Weather Adds to 


A . five o'clock Wednesday afternoon 
February llth, Deputy Chief Albert 


Steen started for his home in the east 
end of Toronto, Ont. While driving past 
the British American Oil Company’s 


plant on Keating Street, he noticed a 
group of employees trying to put out a 
fire on a warehouse loading platform. 





Difficulties of Fire Fighters 


highway lies between 
C.N.R. railway embankment on _ the 
north, and Lake Ontario on the south, 
and the particular stretch on which the 
Oil Company fronts is known as Keating 
Street. Dwellings in the vicinity are all 
located north of the twenty-five foot rail- 
way embankment and are comparatively 


the C.P.R. and 


aa 


British-American Oil Company Plant after Fire. Truck, where Fire Started, and 
Loading Platform Appear in this Picture. 


Ordering his driver to pull a second 
alarm, the Deputy got out of his car and 
took over the job of confining the flames 
to the blazing platform and _ building. 
It was six o'clock the following morning 
before he arrived home, and the fire he 
had battled all night was still 
furiously, but under control 

The fire started when a fuel oil truck, 
which had just been gassed up, broke 
out in a sheet of flame, and before it was 
finally extinguished, four buildings and 
contents (including office records), four- 
teen ten-thousand gallon tanks contain 
ing fuel oil and alcohol, and hundreds of 
drums of by-products were destroyed 
with the total estimated in excess 
of $500,000.00 

Fire Chief Peter Herd, handicapped by 
a broken leg and unable to actively direct 
the fire, was kept in the picture by the 
Deputy Chief who reported frequently by 
telephone. The Deputy was assisted by 
District Chiefs, Officers and firemen 
totalling some three hundred in all, who 
directed and manned twenty-one pieces 
of fire-fighting apparatus and brought 
under control the most potentially dan- 
gerous fire since the conflagration of 
1904, which destroyed the city’s down- 
town business district 


The British American Oil Company’s 
plant occupies five acres of the estab- 
lished and rapidly expanding industrial 
district bordering No. 2 Provincial High- 
way, which skirts the southern edge of 
the city in an east-west direction. The 


blazing 


loss 


exposure-free. It is possible that if the 
fire had reached the nest of 200,000 gal- 
lon capacity storage tanks, a major dis- 
aster would have ensued. 

The main task of the firemen, there- 
fore, was to keep the flames confined to 
the place of origin and away from the 
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gasoline tanks used for supplying the 
city’s daily needs. The British American 
Oil Company’s property adjoins other gjj 
properties and the local illuminating Ras 
manufacturing utility, and if the gasoline 
had been reached by flames, the entire 
industrial waterfront area could haye 
been engulfed. 

The Deputy Chief had only one course 
open and that was to contain the fire 
and he accordingly deployed his forges 
to pour water on buildings and tanks 
surrounding the blazing warehouse, An 
alert railway engine crew ran an engine 
onto the spur line and pulled six cars 
loaded with drums of oil out of reach of 
the devouring flames and returned for 
others, but the firemen by this time had 
lays of hose across the track and the 
railroaders had to withdraw. Employees 
of the British American Oil Company 
and nearby plants, jumped in and assisted 
in the emergency by driving all the 
company trucks out of the vicinity and 
parked them in the lee of the railroad 
embankment. The Chief of Police had 
his Deputy Chief and a hundred police- 
men on the job and they threw a cordon 
around the district and kept spectators 
out of danger and from interfering with 
the firefighters. 

The spectacular fourth alarm fire, of 
terrific intensity, was confined to a small 
portion of the company’s extensive plant 
and was noteworthy in the fact that no 
lives were lost nor was anyone seriously 
injured. Eight firemen were slightly in- 
jured. Out of the Department's total of 
fifty-seven pieces of fire-fighting equip- 
ment, twenty-one were actively engaged 
at the fire. They consisted of thirteen 800 
imperial G.P.M. pumpers, a squad car, 
four aerial ladders and three city service 
ladder trucks. Seven hydrants, with 
pressure of sixty pounds, fed from 
twelve-inch mains, were used for nine- 
teen lays of 2%” hose and one pumper 
drafted water from the Keating Channel 
and played two lays from this source. 
One hydrant was used direct, the remain- 
ing pumpers worked at an average pres- 
sure of one hundred pounds. The pump- 
ing time averaged fourteen hours, and 
one inch tips were used. The estimated 
amount of water poured on the blaze 
was 7,000,000 imperial gallons. Eight 


View of British-American Oil Company Plant at Toronto, Showing Area Involved by Fire. 
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hundred and fourteen imperial gallons 
of gasoline were required to operate the 
pumps a! ironically enough, had to be 
delivered to the scene by Department 
auxiliary trucks. 


The weather played an important part, 


just as did in the 1904 fire. On that 
occasion, a wind of gale-like proportions 
drove the flames before it and took ter- 


rific toll, then suddenly changed direction 
and blew back over the burnt-out area. 
At the recent fire, the wind was orig- 
inally out of the south with a five-mile 
per hour velocity. At seven o’clock p.m., 
it veered to the south-west and at nine 
o'clock, changed direction again and 
blew from the west. At nine o'clock p.m., 
the walls of the first warehouse building 
collapsed, allowing the flames access to 
two large tanks of alcohol. These tanks 


lasted for some time but finally split 
from the tremendous heat and their con- 
tents became a roaring mass of flame, 
floating on the huge pond of water 
which had formed. The terrific heat 


melted the pipes of the steam supply line 
and almost trapped two sections of men 
in a narrow alley between the tanks. 
The firemen were driven back and it 
then became necessary to concentrate 
even more hose lines on the large gaso- 
line storage tanks to the rear of the 
warehouse. Flames from the collapsed 
warehouse also followed the loaded rail- 
way cars and the second warehouse to 
the west was the next victim of the fire. 
From here, the fire destroyed two more 


buildings and several tanks but the 
change in the wind forced the flames 
back over the burnt-over portion and 


assisted the firemen materially in check- 
ing the spread. 

When the walls of the first warehouse 
collapsed, a third alarm was sent in and 
afew minutes later a fourth was neces- 
sary. At midnight, the wind changed 
again and blew from the north. From 
about 6:00 o’clock p.m., a wet snow fell 


and the temperature was twenty-five 
degrees above zero with the relative 
humidity seventy-two degrees. In the 


middle of the night (February 12th), the 
temperature dropped to ten above zero 
which added to the discomfort of the 
tiring firemen. The Red Cross, assisted 





é 


Compartment on Truck where Fire Started. 


by the staff of the Metropole Hotel, a 


large downtown hostel, provided the 
chilled men with hot coffee and sand- 
wiches. 


The Department Fire Prevention rec- 
ords indicate the company to be most 
fire conscious and provided with all 
necessary extinguishments to cope with 
fire, and instruction and drill in fire- 
fighting had been passed along to the 
foreman level. The company personnel 
were finished working for the day at 
four-thirty o’clock p.m. and, except for 
the city drivers and a few key men, the 
plant had emptied. There was a total of 
1,370,000 gallons of gasoline stored above 
ground, also 500,000 gallons of light oil 
and 500,000 gallons of fuel oil. 

Investigation revealed that the fire 
resulted when a live cable leading from 
the battery of the truck to the starting 
motor of the electric hose winder, 
“shorted” on the sharp edge of the 
metal separating the compartment from 
the chassis of the truck. The driver of 
the truck, which was loaded with fuel oil, 
had just completed filling his gas tank 





Firemen Battle the Fire at the Storage Depot of the British-American Oil Company Plant in 
Toronto, Ont. Damage Is Estimated at $500,000. 


with twelve gallons of gasolitie and 
moved back to where the compartment 
was, about six feet in rear of the cab, 
to take a meter reading. He stated that 
immediately he opened the doors of the 
compartment, there was a flash fire and 
he jumped away and ran into the ware- 
house to get the extinguishers, at the 
same time shouting the alarm. A fellow 
workman heard the alarm and rushed 
out with two extinguishers. These were 
very weighty and because there was a 
verandah type loading platform, it was 
next to impossible for the two men to 
unwind the hose and reach the fire in 
time to prevent its spread. It was this 
sight that met the eyes of the Deputy 
Chief as he was driving home. The fire 
caught on to the loading platform and 
spread into the mixing and shipping 
warehouse where there were large quan- 
tities of alcohol, grease and lubricating 
oil, as well as a small amount of gaso- 
line. While the driver of the truck and 
the second employee were wrestling with 
the extinguishers, a third employee tele- 
phoned the alarm of fire at 5:09 p.m. The 
Deputy Chief’s second alarm call was 
placed at 5:12 p.m. The third alarm was 
sounded at 9:17 p.m. and the fourth 
alarm at 9:20 p.m. The fire was struck 
out at 4:11 p.m. the following day (Feb- 
ruary 12th). 


Dominion F. P. Association to 
Meet in May 


The annual meetings of the Dominion 
Fire Prevention Association and the As- 
sociation of Fire Marshals will be held 
this year at the Admiral Beatty Hotel, 
in Saint John, New Brunswick, from 
May 17 to 2\st. 

An interesting program is being ar- 
ranged, and a cordial invitation is ex- 
tended all fire prevention and fire protec- 
tion officials to attend. Details are ob- 
tainable from W. L. Clairmont, Do- 
minion Fire Commissioner, Ottawa. 

The president of the Dominion Fire 
Prevention Association is A. H. S. Stead, 
manager Dominion Board of Insurance 
Underwriters, Montreal; the president of 
the Association of Canadian Fire Mar- 
shals is J. E. Ritchie, Deputy Fire 
Marshal of Ontario, Parliament Build- 
ings, Toronto. 























234 


COSTLY SUBMARINE INSTRUMENTS 
DESTROYED AT NAVY BASE FIRE 


New London, Conn., Submarine School of Navy 
Loses a Building by Fast-Spreading Fire 


By William C. Peck 


Tue headquarters of Rear Admiral 
James Fife, Commander of the Atlantic 
Fleet submarine force, located at the 
U. S. Submarine Base at New London, 
Conn., were destroyed by fire during the 
early morning hours of February 11, 
1948. The destroyed building housed all 
the records and communications of Ad- 
miral Fife, valuable equipment used 
during the war in the submarine school, 
and was a barracks for about 75 men 
attached to the Admiral’s headquarters. 

The two top floors of the three-story 
brick building as well as the roof were 
destroyed while the first floor and base- 
ment received heavy water damage. It is 
believed that many of the records stored 
in filing cabinets and safes will be 
salvageable. 

Men on watch in the building discov- 
ered the fire and the first alarm was 
received at the Submarine Base Fire 
Headquarters at 1:05 A.M. Firemen 
under the direction of Fire Chief Leno 
Vescovi responded and found the fire in 
the ceiling on the second floor and gain- 
ing rapid headway up into the third 
floor. Chief Vescovi ordered a second 
alarm sounded, this alarm bringing all 
available fire fighting equipment on the 
Base to the scene. Lines were quickly 
laid and an attempt was made to con- 
fine the fire to the section of the third 
floor where it had broken through from 
below. However after a half hour strug 
gle the fire continued to spread, com 
pletely involving the third floor and a 
part of the second. 

At 1:35 A.M. switchboard operator 


Leo McCarthy on duty at Fire Head- 
quarters in New London received an 
appeal for assistance from Chief Ves- 
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speeding to the scene. 

Water was poured into the building 
from ground lines on all four sides, from 
the roof of an adjoining building, from 
ladders, and from a ladder pipe on the 
aerial of New London’s Truck 2. Des. 
pite this heavy concentration of water 
the fire continued to burn stubbornly, 
and as hour after hour passed more and 
more firemen were forced to leave their 
hose lines and go to nearby buildings to 
treat frostbitten hands and feet 

Firefighting operations were seriously 
handicapped by deep snow drifts and a 
temperature of 1 degree below zero, 
Water turned to ice immediately and the 
entire area was soon thickly coated, 


Lines Still Wetting down Northeast Sections of Headquarters Buildings, 
about Six Hours after Start of Fire. 


covi. Chief Thomas H. Shipman was 
notified and he ordered Engines 1 — 3 
— 5 and 6 and Truck 2 to proceed to 
the base, a run of over 5 miles for most 
of the companies. At 1:39 A.M. a call 
for additional assistance was sent to the 
Borough of Groton fire department, and 
three pieces of apparatus were soon 


Photo Courtesy “New London Day” 


Iee-Coated Ladders and the Shell of the Three-Story Building Destroyed by Fire on 
February 11 aot the U. S. Submarine Base, New London, Conn. Firemen Worked in 
Below-Freezing Temperatures to Extinguish the Fire. 


making ground and ladder work ex- 
tremely hazardous. After a six hour 
battle the fire was gradually brought 
under control, but streams were poured 
into the structure until noon, nearly 12 
hours after the first alarm. 

Engines 3 and 6 of the New London 
fire department were ordered back to 
the city shortly after 5 A.M. when it 
was apparent that the fire would be 
confined to the one building. The Groton 
apparatus left the base about 8:30 A.M. 
after 7 hours of duty and Engines 1 and 
5 and Truck 2 from New London re- 
turned to their quarters about 10:30 
A.M. after being in service for 9 hours. 
Firemen from the submarine Base de- 
partment were on duty at the scene for 
the remainder of the day. 

A Navy board headed by Capt. Jesse 
L. Hull started an investigation of the 
fire the following day, but as yet no 
announcement has been made of its 
findings. 


Fire Fighting Operations 


Fire fighting operations were under 
the direction of Capt. Frank W. Fenno, 
Base commanding officer; Chief Leno 
Vescovi of the Submarine Base Fire 
department; Chief Thomas H. Shipman, 
Fire Marshal James A. Wood, and 
Assistant Fire Marshal Earl N. Rose, 
all of the New London fire department; 
and Chief Herbert P. White and Deputy 
Chief Raymond Fogg of the Borough 
of Groton fire department. 

Loss has been estimated by Capt 
Fenno to be about $70,000 on the build- 
ing and close to $200,000 on the contents 
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View of One End of Building. Truck 2 of New London Fire Department in Foreground. 
Picture Taken about 7 A.M. 


for a total loss of approximately $250, 
000 


Navy Reports on Operations 


The schedule of operations at the fire 
set torth by the District Fire Marshal 
of the Navy is as follows: 

1:04 A.M. — Fire detected by fire 
watch on first floor who smelled smoke, 
alled radioman, and notified fire de- 
partment by telephone. 

1:04 A.M. — Housewatchman at fire 
house immediately transmitted appropri- 
ate fire alarm box number on circuit. 
Fire department responded with one 
1000 gpm pumper and one 750 gpm 
quad, each with five civilian firemen. 

1:08 A.M. — Fire department arrived 
at Building #138 and found fire on 
second floor. (Temperature 4 below 
zero, practically no wind). Stretched 
two 2%-inch lines to building, each 
with wye to two 1% at buildings; one 
1%-inch line taken up ladder and in 
window on fire floor, other 1%-inch line 
taken up outside stairway and in on fire 
floor. One and one-half inch lines backed 
up by 2%-inch lines as soon as possible. 

1:09 A.M.—Fire Chief, Commanding 
Officer, Executive Officer, all of whom 
reside on Station, arrived. Fire on second 
floor observed to be serious. Fire Chief 
transmitted second alarm bringing 500 
gpm pumper, with one civilian fireman 
and fourteen man enlisted fire party 
trom fire house. 

_ 1:14 A.M.—Fire fighters driven out of 
fre floor and forced to fight fire’ from 
outside. Difficulty experienced with par- 
titioning. Fire spreading rapidly on com- 
bustible materials and wall and ceiling 
paint, floor wax, etc., vaporized by heat. 
Building evacuated. Three 2%-inch lines 
set up on roof of adjoining building to 


cover exposure. 

1:19 A.M.—Outside aid called from 
New London Fire Department which 
arrived in approximately 25 minutes 


with four pumpers and one aerial ladder 
truck 
2:00 A.M. — Approximately twenty 


2%-inch lines operating on fire through 
combined efforts of Naval, Groton and 
New London fire companies. 

4:45 A.M.—Fire under control, i.e., 
no further danger of spreading to other 
structures (outside fire companies begin 
returning to Groton and New London) 


New York Tenement Fire 
An idea of what the largest fire de- 
partment in the world is up against in 
fighting dwelling fires in many of its 
tenement areas may be had from the ac- 
companying illustration of a 3-alarm fire 
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at 229 West Sixteenth street, Manhattan. 

The structures involved, and the loca- 
tion, are better than average; and 
weather conditions, too, were favorable, 
yet the fire gave firefighters plenty of 
hard work betore being controlled. Had 
it been in the early morning hours, 
many lives might have been lost. 

The fire, starting from undetermined 
causes in the basement of the 5-story 
brick tenement at 229 West Sixteenth, 
raced up the usual dumbwaiter shafts 
to mushroom on the top floors and 
threatened to spread to the adjoining 
dwelling at No. 231. It was discovered 
by two third-floor tenants in No. 229, 
who found smoke coming from their 
dumbwaiters, and telephoned an alarm. 
This was at 2:07 p.m. One reported an 
explosion, which was accompanied by 
a rush of smoke and gases. Both women 
fled to the street. Before the fire was 
controlled, fifty persons were routed 
from the structure. One 85-year-old 
woman, an invalid, a 75-year-old victim 
of paralysis and several children were 
carried to the street by tenants aided by 
firemen. 

The problem of laddering and venti- 
lating such structures, and of prevent- 
ing extension of the fire across. interior 
courts and light shafts is evidenced in 
the illustration. 

Here is the chronological response to 
this fire. 


2:07 P.M. 5-7-567, 7th Ave. and 16th 
St. E 3, L, 12, Batt. Ch. 7 

2:08 P.M. Box 574 8th Ave. and 17th 
St. E 18, 14, 72; L 5; DN. 
Ch, 2; Batt Ch. 6 

2:17 P.M. 2-2-569 2nd Alarm E 1, 24, 5, 
26, 30; L. 3; Res. 1; W.T.-2 
(Locating E 76/3, 56/1, 
40/18, 53/5, 32/30; LI1/5, 
18/3). 

2.32 P.M. 3-3-569 3rd alarm; E 16, 33, 
13; L 24; Batt. Ch. 3 
(Locating, E 15/33; L 4/24. 

4:10 P.M. 9-569-21; (searchlight unit). 





New York Tenement Fire Fought Under Handicaps 


Starting in basement, early winter fire extended via vertical shafts to mushroom on top floors, driving 
Note how double parking on one-way street complicated firemen’s task. 


fift y to street. 
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FIRE DOORS PREVENT EXTENSION 
OF BIG STORE FIRE AT ROCKFORD 


Enable Fire Department to Confine Blaze to 
One Section of Structure; Loss $300,000 


By B. J. Garson 


From a department store clerk who 
said she smelled smoke came the first 
warning of a fire which subsequently 
ripped through four stores, damaged 
four others and threatened the entire 
block of 12 retail establishments in the 





traced to the center of the doughnut 
shop, apparently had been eating its way 
into timbers and joists for several hours 
before the clerk in the department store 
smelled the smoke. 

Che riverfront building was so heavily 





Truck Captain Ben Goggiel Examines the Ruins of Ruth's Donut Shop, Rockford, Ill., where the 
Disastrous Fire of March 12 Was Believed to Have Started. 


loop business district of Rockford, IIL, 
March 12, causing a loss of $300,000. 

It wasn't until Assistant Chief Thomas 
Hafey and engine company No. 1 and 
truck company No. 1 arrived that the 
true status of the blaze was realized. 

Truck Capt. Walter Welch and Chief 
Hafey almost simultaneously discovered 
the fire’s hot spot. Welch, out on the 
street, noticed blackened windows on one 


of the stores. Hafey, in the department 
store basement, saw the ceiling glowing 
red 

Hafey immediately called in additional 


equipment and reserves, but 10 hours 
later, when the blaze was tapped out, it 


had wreaked the following damage: 
Stores gutted or heavily damaged: 
Ruth’s Donut shop; Super Value Mil- 


linery; Charles V. Weise’s furnishings, 
appliances and toy departments; and 
Buchanan’s Music store 
Damaged by smoke or 
State theater lobby; 
rant; Victory Penny 
juvenile store. 


water or both: 
Alexander's restau- 
arcade, and Kay’s 


Threatened: the Luggage shop, main 
Weise store, Jackson Jewelers, Allen’s 
Crockery, and Comay’s jewelry store. 

Heaviest damage occurred in a river- 
front building which housed the millinery 
and doughnut shops on the first floor and 
the department store appliances and fur- 
nishings department on the second floor. 
Three sets of fire doors kept smoke and 
flame from breaking into the main part 
of the department store and kept the 
fire from sweeping the entire block. 

The fire, of undetermined origin but 


charged that it was two hours after the 
fire was reported at 7:55 a.m. before fire- 
men could enter the structure even with 
the use of gas masks. 

The fire spread up and down and east 
and west from the doughnut shop. The 
block of stores is located on the north 
side of West State street. Approach to 
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the river front building from the rive 
was almost impossible while another 
structure behind it blocked approach 
from the rear. 

The building, more than 75 years old 
was a Rockford landmark, housing jg 
the past a postoffice, public library ang 
newspaper. 

Even after the buildings and _ stores 
were opened up, firemen met difficulty 
in fighting the fire because of the maze 
of walls, rooms and levels in the adjoin. 
ing buildings. The only way firemen 
could stem the blaze in the second floor 
was to flood it with water. 

To bolster regular fire department 
equipment, pumps from the city water 
department were rushed to the scene, 
Workmen stood by to draw water from 
Rock river should the flames spread 
further. 

Progress of the fire was stopped in the 
music store after one pumper broke 
down when a bearing in its pump burned 
out. No one was injured in the blaze. 
Although tapped out at 6:15 pm, a 
rekindle in the second floor above the 
doughnut shop recalled an engine com- 
pany and a truck company at 7:34 p.m. 

Steel lath and plaster, wood joists and 
timbers, concrete, wallboard and tin 
ornamental ceilings were some of the 
barriers in the way of firemen reaching 
the widespread blaze. 

Chief Wayne E. Swanson and his 
assistants, Hafey and William N. Weir, 
directed the fight. 

Alarm office reports showed the move- 
ment of equipment to the fire: 

7:55 a.m., Chief Hafey, Engine 1, truck 
1, still alarm. 

8 a.m., Chief Weir, Engines 2, 3, and 6, 
general alarm. 

8:23 a.m., Engine 4, special call. 

8:30 a.m., off shift) Eng. 6, special call. 

8:43 a.m., Truck 2, special call. 

8:45 a.m., off shift of Engine 8, special 
call, Chief Swanson. 

9:35 a.m., off shift, Truck 2, 
call. 

The loop fire broke out a year to the 
day of the anniversary of the Haddorff 
Piano company fire in the city’s south- 
east industrial end which was the most 
disastrous fire in Rockford’s history. 


special 





Rockford Firemen Battle Blaze which Threatened to Engulf an Entire Block. 
Hidden in the smoke at right is the two-story brick structure which housed two stores and a deportment 


store home furnishings deportment. 


In the center of the photo is the marquee of the State theatre over 


whose lobby the fire crept to cause exposure and water loss to other buildings. 
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Grand Rapids Firemen Avert 
Disaster 


k by firemen, aided by police, 


Fast 
ah d other forces, when eighteen 
freight cars including several gasoline- 
loaded tankers of a 49-car N. Y. C. 
freight train crashed into seven other 
freight cars in Southwestern Grand 


Rapids, Jan. 5, 1948, prevented a pos- 
sible larg« scale disaster. 

: Telephone notification of the crash 
was received by the fire department 
alarm office at 8:17 A.M., and Engine 12 
dispatched to the scene. One minute 
later, Box 56-15 was sounded, bringing 
Pumper 10, Ladder 10, District Chief 
Ralph Long, Police Department officers, 
police and private ambulances, gas com- 
pany service truck, Chief Inspector J. D. 
Hoogesteger and Lt. A. Rigney of the 
Fire Inspection Bureau. 

Fire Chief Frank H. Burns was noti- 
fied over fire and police radio by Dis- 
trict Chief Long of the fact that in the 
wreck one gasoline tank car had been 
punctured, and approximately 5,000 gal- 
lons of gasoline had spilled onto the 
ground and found its way by grade into 


a nearby storm sewer catch-basin and 
there was imminent danger of explo- 
sions. 


Firemen and equipment were ordered 
to stand-by as long as any hazard ex- 
isted:; two lines, one charged, were laid 
to the location of the gasoline cars and 
small lines placed to control some small 
fires around the wreckage of the loco- 
motive which had stopped at the Burton 
street crossing. 

Police officers, directed by Lt. Ford 
kept spectators well away from the 
danger zone of gasoline and prohibited 
smoking in the vicinity. Fifty signs read- 
ing “No Smoking or Open Flame Al- 
lowed by Order of the Department of 
Public Safety Fire Inspection Bureau” 
were posted all around the danger area 
and Capt. Hoogesteger and other fire- 
men sped to all houses in the area and 
extinguished the furnace and stove fires 
and advised occupants to leave. Police, 
meanwhile roped off the zone. 

At the request of Chief 
took persenal charge at headquarters, 
radio stations WOOD and WIAV 
broadcast warnings to all residents in 
the vicinity to take precautions, and 
notify the department of gasoline odors. 
Three fire cars were stationed at the 
scene at all times to answer radio calls 


Jurns, who 





Train Wreck at Grand Rapids, Mich., Where Ruptured Gasoline Tank Cars Gave the Fire 
Department Several Anxious Hours 
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Governor Dewey Speeds Fire Mobilization 
At the first meeting of New York's sixteen-man Fire Advisory Board, of the newly formed State Divi- 


sion of Safety, Governor Thomas E. 


tives of the Division to the Board. Shown here are, left to right, Thomas W. 
Woolley, Assistant Editorial Director, Fire Encineerinc; Governor Dewey and 


of Safety; Roi B. 


Dewey presented membership certificates and outlined the objec- 


Ryan, Director, Division 


Deputy Chief Coates, Rochester Fire Department, who heads the fire mobilization activities of the 
ivision. 





and investigate such reports of odors. At 
least ten such calls were answered and 
which ranged 


safety measures taken, F 
from stopping up sewers with wet 
blankets and opening basement win- 


dows, to ordering complete evacuation 
of premises. é 

Chief Ralph Long was in charge ol 
safety work at the wreck and the co- 
ordination of emergency forces. He 
directed that a hose stream be run into 
the sewer into which the gasoline had 
flowed, to help flood the gasoline down 
toward the sewage outlet inte Grand 
River. 

At the request of the fire department, 
the gas company sent an explosion 
meter to the scene which clearly defined 
the area from which all fires or sparks 
had to be excluded. The Red Cross stood 
by, ready to activate its disaster plan if 
needed. City highway trucks were put to 
work clearing snow from the area and 
spreading sand so that gasoline tank- 
trucks could reach the wrecked tank 
cars and pump out the remaining gaso- 
line. A city heavy-duty automobile 
wrecker also assisted in clearing the way 
to the gasoline tank cars. 

Meanwhile, Chief Long had secured 


the aid of the City Service Gasoline Bulk 
Plant, nearby, to assist in removing the 
gas from the badly ruptured tank cars. 
Once the contents were pumped below 
the level from which they would leak, 
trucks and pumps from the Sun Oil Co., 
to whom the gasoline was consigned, 
removed all the remaining gasoline from 
the three tankers (some 30,000 gallons). 
Railroad wrecking crews were kept from 
the area until all danger of ignition of 
fumes had passed, and water streams 
were directed at the exhaust of the tank 
trucks which had run in near the 
wrecked tankers. 

Fire apparatus remained until all gaso- 
line had been removed from the tankers, 
and the latter filled with water from fire 
hydrants. This was about 2:30 A.M. the 
following day, Jan. 6. Water, also, was 
kept running into the sewers until that 
time and members of the Inspection 
Bureau were busy during the 6th making 
checks on reported fumes and re-inspect- 
ing houses where trouble had been 
originally reported. The fire department 
“all clear” was sounded at 2:30 P.M., 
Jan. 6, and the public notified by public 
broadcast stations and the that 


press 
the danger was past. 


Town Hall, Maine, Orgentees 


Residents of the Mount Desert Vil- 
lage of Town Hall, a part of the town 
of Bar Harbor, have formed a volunteer 
fire department and elected the follow- 
ing officers: Lyle Smith, chief: Tames 
Lawler, captain; Vernon Hunt, lieuten- 
ant; John Hamblen, secretary: and 
Lowell Lurvey, treasurer. 

It was near Town Hall that the re- 
cent $10 million fire, which swept a 
large part of the Island, started. 

[he Bar Harbor Fire Department has 
always been handicapped in furnishing 
protection to the Village, because of its 
location, more than ten miles from their 
quarters. It is the plan of the volunteers 
to co-ordinate their efforts with the reg- 
ular Bar Harbor Fire Department, head- 
ed by. Fire Chief David A. Sleeper. Ac- 
tivities are being planned to raise funds 
for the purchase of equipment. 

Henry T. HANson 
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States Cooperate in President's 
Program 


['wenty States have held or definitely 
scheduled State-wide fire prevention con 
ferences the Washington confer 


called by President Truman last 


since 
ence 


May. Major General Philip B. Fleming, 
Federal Works Administrator and Gen- 
eral Chairman of the President’s Con- 
ference on Fire Prevention, released the 


reports assembled at the meeting of the 
Continuing Committee of the Conference 
held here early in March of this year. 

W. E. Reynolds, Commissioner of the 
Public Buildings Administration, Federal 
Works Agency, Chairman of the Con 
tinuing Committee, reported to General 


Fleming that the following States have 
held or set dates for State-wide confer- 
ences 

Kentucky, Minnesota, Ohio, Kansas, 


Texas, New Hampshire, West Virginia, 
Massachusetts, Arkansas, Pennsylvania, 
Connecticut, Maine, Florida, Maryland, 
Colorado, Illinois, Rhode Island, New 
Jersey, Tennessee and Oregon 

A. Bruce Bielaski, assistant general 
manager of the National Board of Fire 
Underwriters and executive director of 
the conference, reported that committees 
have been set up and preliminary plans 
for State are under way in 
Alabama, California, Delaware, Georgia, 


conterences 


Iowa, Louisiana, New York, Oklahoma, 
Michigan, Missouri, Nevada, New Mex- 
ico, Utah and Washington. 

“Fire prevention is essentially a local 


job,” General Fleming said in releasing 
the report. “The organization of an ef 
fective State-wide conferenc patterned 
after the Washington meeting of last 
May entails considerable work and I am 
gratified that twenty States have already 
taken this first step toward following the 
program developed at the conference 
called by President Truman here. Of 


course, the holding of these conferences 
is only the first step in the continuing 
program which must be carried out at 


the community level 

“Reports are being received daily on 
the appointment of committees to make 
plans for additional State conferences 
I am sure that the Governors of the 
fourteen States from which no activity 


has yet been reported will soon take the 
necessary steps to get the program under 


way in their States.” 


Volunteers Fight Destructive 
School Blaze 
The main building of the 40-year-old 
West Chester Senior High School, West 


Chester, Pa., was totally destroyed by 


fire as the old year waned, despite the 
strenuous efforts of volunteer firemen 
from six communities, including those 
of West Chester’s three companies. 
Cheir efforts, however, saved the Junior 
High School building located only 50 
feet distant 

The fire, discovered at 6:20 p.m., de- 
stroyed every item of equipment in the 
22 class rooms, study hall, library and 
administrative offices, at a loss which 


school authorities say will require at 
least $750,000 to replace 
The cause of the fire, which started 


in a first floor stockroom at the rear of 
the building, was not determined. The 
stockroom formerly a boiler room 
but for several years no heat unit had 
been located in the destroyed building. 
The room was used for storage and bal- 
ing of waste paper. A carpenter shop 


was 


used by maintenance employes of the 
school adjoined the stockroom. 

By the time the first unit of the Good 
Will Company of West Chester arrived 


and stretched its booster line, flames 
were raging in the stockroom and 
spreading upward. Within ten minutes 


three local companies had 2%-inch 
lines operating on the structure. Water 
pressure dropped as the pumpers opened 
up, but it was built up rapidly to the 
point where it was adequate to accom- 
modate a total of 15 pumpers when the 
fire was at its height. Every fire hydrant 
for two blocks around the school was 
in use, and a Malvern pumper pumped 
uninterruptedly from excess water flow- 
ing into a storm sewer at Church and 
Washington streets 

Fire Chief Andress of West Chester 
acted quickly in calling for aid and 
within 15 minutes from the first alarm, 
help was enroute from Coatesville, 


the 
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Downington, Malvern and Paoli. Each 
of these fire companies sent two pump. 
ers to the scene. Initially firemen wer 
hampered by lack of long 
reach the roof of the building 
3ryn Mawr brought ai c« m bination 
aerial ladder and pumper to Wes 
Chester about 7:30 p.m. Using this ap- 
paratus, firemen operated from the root 
of the Junior High building and pre- 
vented communication of fire to that 
unit. 

Fire doors of a bridge connecting the 
Senior and Junior High Schools also 
aided in preventing the spread of the 
blaze to the newer Junior High—also 3. 
stories—(built in 1917). 


idders ty 
A call to 


By 10:00 p.m, the main building was 
gutted and the roof had fallen in, Hose 
streams were directed on the ruins, how- 
ever, until 3:00 a.m. 

INFORMATION SUPPLIED By 
\.N NEAR) 


(From 
CORRESPONLENT Harry W, 





200 Volunteers Fight Losing Battle to Save West Chester, Pa., School 


control before first local 


40-year-old Senior 


Unexplained fire, out of 


of aiding departments, 





Hjgh School is 


volunteers got into 
wrecked 


Despite prompt response 
loss of $750,000 


action, 
with estimated 


School's Closed for Keeps—at a Cost of $750,000 


Ruins of West Chester, Pa., 


Senior High School following destructive fire that threatened Junior 


High (far left). Volunteers of six communities using 15 pumpers saved latter structure. 
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G6. |. Dormitory at University 
Burns 


was destroyed 


One frame dormitory 

and three others threatened by fire 
which did damage in the amount of 
$100,000 the Fort Trumbull, Conn., 
branch of the University of Connecticut 
on January 24. More than 250 students 
were routed from their rooms by the 
fre which was fought in a_ swirling 
snowstorm and near zero temperature. 
The Typhoon building, housing 125 
students, was destroyed and another 
dormitory, known as Red Jacket, was 


left uninhabitable because of severe wa- 
ter damage. Firemen from the New 
London Fire Department, under com- 

Chief Thomas H. Shipman, 


mand of 3, I : : 
with additional aid from Waterford, 


fought the blaze for two hours. 
\ white-painted 


blockhouse, erected 





in 1775 at the historic Fort Trumbull, 
was less than 100 feet away from the 
burning’ Typhoon building. The padlock 
was broken to. gain entrance and five 
truckloads of explosives, which included 
small arms ammunition, powder and 
signal flares, were carted away to the 
nearby city shop property in Walbach 
Street. As soon as the danger passed, 
the explosives were retured to the block- 
house. 

The fire was discovered by two stu- 
dents who attempted to put it out with 
hand extinguishers, but the fire kept 
gaining headway and a still alarm was 
sent to New London Fire Headquarters 
at 2:08 P.M. A call was also sent to 
the university’s firehouse and to the 
nearby Navy Underwater Sound Labo- 
ratory Fire Department. 

When Chief Shipman arrived with 
Niagara Engine Company, Ockford Hose 





Photo Courtesy “‘New London Day” 


Two Hundred Fifty Students at the Fort Trumbull Branch of the University of Connecticut, 
New London, Conn., Were Routed from Their Rooms on January 24 when Fire Destroyed One 
Dormitory and Threatened Three Others. 


y 
, 


— 
gy 





Photo by William C. Peck 
View Showing East Section of “Typhoon” Dormitory. Fire Started in Room on Second Floor 


at Right into which Two Streams Are Directed. 
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Company, and the F. L. Allen Hook 
& Ladder Company, he ordered a box 
alarm sounded from Box 82, located 
at the gate of the university. This alatm 
brought out the Pequot Hose Company 
and the Konomoc acrial truck. 

Later Chief Shipman radioed to Fire 
Headquarters for more assistance and 
the Thomas Hose Company and North- 
west Hose Company were dispatched. 
At 2:37 P.M. Chief Shipman, with his 
entire Department fighting the fire, 
again radioed for aid and the nearby 
.own of Waterford sent the Oswegatchie 
and Goshen Companies to the scene. 

It was the city’s third general alarm 
fire in a month and firemen fought the 
fire under the threat of a blizzard hitting 
the city and suffered greatly from in- 
tense cold, snow and smoke. 


Tom MAGNER 


Large Fire Engines and 
Water Supply 


In the January, 1948, issue of WATER 
WorKs ENGINEERING, the monthly journal 
of the water supply profession, appears 
an editorial by W. W. Brush, discussing 
large engines and their relation to water 
supply. 

Because of the current interest in this 
subject in the fire service, and because 
the editorial discusses it in a thorough, 
forward-looking manner, the editorial is 
reproduced below in full. It offers food 
for thought 

“During the era of the steam fire 
engine, discharge capacities ranged from 
500 gpm to 1,100 gpm, at 120 psi pump 
pressures. The latter unit was classed 
as a ‘double extra first size’ fire engine 
and was the largest commonly em- 
ployed 

“With the advent of motor fire ap- 
paratus, employing rotary gear and 
piston pumps, pumping capacity ranged 
between 500 and 750 gpm at 120 psi. As 
motors of greater power were devel- 
oped, and as improved designs of cen- 
trifugal pumps became available, the 
trend in fire engine capacities and pres- 
sures was definitely upward. 

“Today, the 1,000 gpm 150 psi fire 
engine is becoming popular in cities, 
with the 1,500 gpm unit also growiag 
in favor. 

“The trend towards greater capacity 
in pumps remains unchecked. A 2,000 
gpm pump unit at 150 psi, is now being 
built by one of the fire apparatus pump 
producers, and is available in fire en- 
gines produced by several of the leading 
builders. While this is the largest single 
fire apparatus pump now being made, 
the city of Los Angeles, Calif., has in 
service two big duplex fire engines, each 
equipped with two motors and two 
pumps, and each fire engine having a 
capacity of 3,000 gpm at 120 psi. 

“The question may be asked as to 
why these bigger units are needed, or 
wanted, when the 750 and 1,000 gpm 
fire engines served so well in the past. 
Conditions in the fire service are chang- 
ing just as they are in industry. The 
forty-hour week is gaining hold; and 
with the shorter work day, more men 


are needed. But cities with hard 
pressed budgets cannot afford to in- 
crease fire department .personnel 33% 


per cent to 50 per cent to compensate 
for the shorter day, particularly as fire 
department salaries, too, have had to be 
raised. 
“However, with the larger pumps, 
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greater pumping capacity can be con- 
centrated near the fire This means 
shorter hose stretches from fewer hy- 
drants, and, of fewer men to 
make the Fewer pump oper- 
ators are needed; spare pump operators 
can work as hosemen. Better control of 
pump and pressures is possible 
when pumps are near the fire. Finally, 
it costs but very little more for a 2,000 
gpm fire engine than it does for a 750 
or 1,000 gpm unit. While the added 
capacity may not be used frequently, it 


course, 
stretches 


nozzle 


is there when needed 

“This trend to larger fire engines is 
of direct concern to water works men. 
It is they on whom the responsibility 
for the successful use of the big fire 


engines must ultimately 
“Among the 


rest 
numerous questions for 


which answers are required to guide 
both the superintendents and fire chiefs 
where purchase of large pumpers is 
under consideration, are the following: 


What will be the maximum demand for 
fire extinguishment that should be pro- 
vided in each area; how long will such 
demand continue; what changes must 
be made in the water system, including 
hydrants and connections, to meet such 
demand, and estimated cost of changes 
and time required to make them. 


“For these reasons, water works 
superintendents and fire chiefs should 
get together for discussion before these 
pumpers of large capacity are purchased, 
for it is possible that some systems may 
not be able to adequately supply the 
water demand.” 


Chicago Seeks Improvements 


The Chicago Fire Department in 
February completed specifications for 
two new fire boats and 53 pieces of ap- 
paratus and took steps to speed the im- 
provements with a 1'%-million-dollar 
bond issue approved last September. 

Fire Commissioner Michael J. Corri- 
gan and Chief Fire Marshal, Anthony 
J. Mullaney, have requested that bids 
be advertised for at once, stressing the 
shortages in reserve fire department ap- 
paratus, which are at a lower point than 
at any time in the past 25 years. Most 
of the city’s reserve fire equipment, it 
is reported, is nearly 30 years old. 

The city has only one fire boat, the 
Fred A. Busse. One of the new boats 
will be located in the Calumet River at 
92nd street and the other in the south 
branch of the Chicago River at Throop 
street. The new boats will embody rec- 
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ommendations submitted by crew-mem. 
bers of the Busse and will be 92 ft. long 
with a pump capacity of 10,000 gpm 
at 175 p.s.i. The Buss is rated at 7,50 
g.p.m. at 150 p.s.i. The new craft will 
be diesel powered and have quarters for 
eight firemen. 

Other improvements sought include 
35 pumpers, each of 1,000 g.p.m. rated 
capacity at 150 p.s.i.; 12 ladder trucks 
with 85-ft. aerials; two rescue squad 
cars; two gasoline trucks and two re. 
pair trucks, 





Electrical Safety 


The International Association of Elec. 
trical Inspectors, 612 N. Michigan Ave- 
nue, Chicago 11, IIl., has issued a 12. 
page pamphlet entitled, ‘Electrical 
Safety in Every Room” which should 
prove of interest to those interested in 
reducing electrical fires. Among other 
data, the pamphlet sets forth ten com- 
mon practices in the use of household 
electrical equipment which result in 
fires, and gives the remedy in each case, 

Of interest also is the “check list” 
presented, which enables a person to de- 
tect electrical conditions which may be 
considered hazardous from a fire stand- 
point. 








Am 


Air View of Miami, Fla., the Host City for this Year's Conference of the |. A. F. C. 








Locations of principal hot nd other buildings are indicated by the following key, which refers to numbers on buildings in photo: 1. Municipal Auditorium; 
2. Biscayne Boulevard Flagler Street; 4. McAllister Hotel; 5. Columbus Hotel; 6. Colonial Hotel; 7. Everglades Hotel; 8. Alcazar Hotel; Bayfront 
Park band shell; 10. Towers Hotel; 11. Patricia Hotel; 12. Robert Clay Hotel; 13. Dallas Park Hotel; 14. Ritz Hotel; 15. San Carlos Hotel; 16. Tuttle 
Hotel; 17 and 18. Pla Hot ] Urmey Hotel; 20. El Comodoro Hotel; 22. FEC passenger station; 23. Main post »ffice; 


24. Tamiami Hotel; 5 


Bernie Hotel; 26. Union bus terminal; 27. 


21. Dade County courthouse; 
{ 


City yacht basin. 
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National Foam Makes Changes 

H. H. Fleming, President, National 
Foam System, Inc., Philadelphia, has an- 
nounced that Rear Admiral L. T. Hundt, 
USN (Ret.) has been named General 














Rear Admiral L. T. Hundt (Ret.) 


Manager of the Company’s manufactur- 
ing plant at West Chester, Pa. E. P. 
(Pat) Hughes has been named Assistant 
to the President of National Foam, fire 
protection equipment and foam manu- 
facturing concern. 

Admiral Hundt retired from the U.S. 
Navy last year after completing 30 years’ 
service. He entered the Navy in April 
1917, serving during World War I and 
becoming a naval aviator in 1918. 

In World War II, Admiral Hundt 
fitted out and later commanded the USS 
Pocomoke and the. aircraft carrier Mon- 
terey. He commanded a patrol wing on 
Newfoundland and later was command- 
ant of the Naval Air Training Bases, 
Pensacola, Fla. from 1944-1946, He was 
Chief of Staff of the Naval Air Materiel 
Center, Philadelphia, from 1946 to July 
1947, when he was retired, at his request, 
and was advanced to the rank of Rear 
Admiral on the retired list. 

Admiral Hundt will be in full charge 
of all manufacturing facilities of Na- 
tional Foam. Mr. Hughes will continue 
to concentrate on sales. 


Tubing Company Starts Operations 
_ Flexible Tubing Corporation, organ- 
ized late in 1947, has just announced its 
entry into the flexible tubing field. Lab- 
oratory, design engineering and manu- 
facturing facilities will all be centered in 
Branford, Conn. 

President and Treasurer of Flexible 
Tubing Corporation is Frederick K. Dag- 
gett, former Sales & Engineering Man- 
ager of the Spiratube Division of the 
Warner Brothers Company, Bridgeport, 
Conn. : Secretary is Joseph B. Morse, New 
Haven attorney and member of the law 
frm of Pond, Morgan & Morse; Assist- 
ant Treasurer is Alexander K. Murphy, 
formerly of the New Haven Clock Co. 


Rockford to Distribute Mearlfoam 


_ Announcement has been made by Pres- 
ident and General Manager W. J. Car- 
toll of Rockwood Sprinkler Company 
that the Rockwood’ Company has be- 
Come exclusive distributors of Mearl 
foam liquid for United States and Can- 
ada. The liquid will hereafter be mer- 
chandised under the Rockwood name. 

In his announcement, Mr. Carroll 


stated: “While developing our Type FFF 
fogfoam nozzles for the Navy we ob- 
tained the best results when we used 
Mearl foam. During the extensive tests 
of our Type FFF nozzles at Edenton, 
N. C., which we believe to be the largest 
successful gasoline fire tests ever con- 
ducted, Mearl foam liquid produced fog- 
foam of exceptional quality. Since then 
we have found Mearl foam liquid the 
most stable and efficient of all the foam 
liquids we have tested. . Mearl has 
now made it possible for us to supply 
this foam through our far flung 
Rockwood organization.” 


Powhatan Equipment 


Powhatan Brass and Iron Works of 
Ranson, W. Va., has issued a circular 
describing some leading items of their 
line of fire department brass goods and 
equipment. Hose couplings, suction hose 
or hydrant connections, hydrant gate 


valves, siamese hose connections and 
hose expanders are illustrated in the 
circular. 





Ansul Appoints Covert 
Ansul Chemical Co., Marinette, Wis., 
recently announced the appointment of 
Kenneth B. Covert to the position of 
sales manager of its Fire Extinguisher 


| 

















Kenneth B. Covert 


Division. He took over his new post 
shortly after the first of the year. 

Covert joined the Ansul organization 
in 1945 and has been in charge of refrig- 
erant sales at the company’s eastern of- 
fice in Philadelphia. 

Before associating himself with Ansul, 
he was with Macklanburg Supply Co., 
Oklahoma City, and prior to that he was 
with Revere Brass & Copper Co., 
Chicago. 


Delta Opens New Branch 

The Delta Fire and Safety Equipment 
Co., of New Orleans, La., has an- 
nounced the opening of a branch office 
at 105 Midway Street, Lafayette, La. 
A full line of fire protection and safety 
equipment will be handled in the new 
branch office. 





Pyrene Advances Boucher and Durfee 

Election of George H. Boucher, vice 
president in charge of sales, to the board 
of directors of Pyrene Manufacturing 
Company, Newark, N. J., has been an- 
nounced by Edward J. Waring, presi- 
dent. 

Waring also announced that Charles 
G. Durfee, a member of the board and 
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director of fire protection engineering, 
had been made a Pyrene vice president. 

Mr. Boucher was born and educated in 
Hudson, New York. 

For more than 10 years he was asso- 
ciated with the Eveready Division of the 
National Carbon Company. 

For five years he was sales manager 
of the Toiletware Division of the Fiber- 
loid Corporation, now a subsidiary of 
Monsanto Chemical Company. 





George N. Boucher 


Boucher joined Pyrene in 1929 as 
advertising and sales promotion man- 
ager. He moved up to general sales 
manager and in 1944 to vice president 
in charge of sales and advertising. 

He is president of the Fire Protection 
Institute, vice president of the Fire Ex- 
tinguisher Manufacturers’ Association 
and of The Chain Institute, treasurer 
of the American Supply & Machinery 
Manufacturers’ Association, Inc., and a 
member of The Advertising Club of 


New York. 
Mr. Durfee was born in Yonkers, 
N. Y. He obtained a _ Bachelor of 


Philosophy degree from Yale’s Sheffield 
Scientific School in 1918, an M. E. 
degree two years later in the university’s 
Graduate School. 

He began his career in 1920 when he 
went with the New York Edison Com- 
pany as a combustion engineer. He was 
later with Westinghouse Electric and 
Manufacturing Company and the Society 
for Electrical Development before join- 
ing Pyrene in 1928. 

Mr. Durfee became 
system’s department in 


manager of the 
1930, assistant 














Charles G. Durfee 


to the vice president in charge of sales 
from 1938 to 1945 when he was made 
director of fire protection engineering. 
He was elected to the board in 1944. 
Durfee is also president of Chemical 
Concentrates Corporation, a Pyrene sub- 
sidiary in Fort Washington, Pa. 

He is a member of the Ridgewood, 
N. J., Country Club and of The Chem- 
ists Club, both of New York. 

(Continued on page 267) 
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Who Says Philadelphia's Slow? 


This delayed item, from contrib’ Bob 
Leavitt in the Quaker City, should dis- 
prove the old gags about the slow mo 
tion in that municipality. Although the 
police bore the brunt of the excitement, 
the firemen were in the kaleidoscopic 
picture 

It started with Mary Pierson, 31, who 
was expecting a _ baby \ neighbor's 
persistent phoning prompted a message 
to radio car 222 to hurry to Mrs. Pier- 
son’s home. But car 222 developed a flat 
tire. So car 297 was dispatched to the 
scene—but never made it,—motor trou 
ble! Then—out went car 169—and made 
it, in time to assist Mrs. Pierson in the 
birth of a daughter 

By this time the flat of car 222 had 
been fixed and it came sireening up at 


Mrs. Pierson’s home just in time to hear 
a neighbor scream “Fire!” 
The crew of No. 222 raced inside after 


turning in an alarm, and battled a mat 
tress blaze until firemen arrived and did 
their stuff! 

> * 


Considerable “Unassisted" Stretch 


We publish a belated communique 
from Kay Moses, Baltimore, Md., con- 
cerning a lot of labor for a single com 
pany unit—Engine 55 of the Baltimore 
Fire Department—all for a fire that pos 
sibly never warranted it. Says Contrib’ 
Moses 

“I don’t know if it’s 
but it was the longest 
these parts in the 
the old-timers 

Responding on a “silent” alarm August 
20 (1945), Engine Co. 55, Baltimore, 
made a stretch of 105 sections of hose, 
unassisted. This line, for a dump fire, 
consisted mostly. of 2% in. and 3 in 
“dump” hose (condemned fire hose) ac 
cording to my informant. A large quan- 
tity of this hose is stored at No. 55’s 
quarters, for use on the several dumps 
in the district.” 

Deponent sayeth not what sort of a 
stream trickled out of that 5,250 ft. lay 
out or how many lengths went “gebust” 
in the action! 


a record or not, 
stretch around 
memory of some ol 


House Burns as Bridge Balks Truck 


A vehicle bridge marked “Capacity 
6 Tons” caused members of the Clinton 
Township, N.J., Fire Department to 
detour in their response to a call for 
a fire, with the result that the new 
cottage home of Milton Stricker, sec- 
retary of the New Jersey Beemasters 
Association, was destroyed. The detour 
took the volunteers nearly five miles out 
of their way 

The Clinton Township pumper weighs 
seven tons, and the firemen, faced with 
the notice that the bridge which spans 
the Jersey Central Railroad Tracks 
would not safely support their truck, 
decided to take the seven mile route to 
the fire, instead of the two-and-a-half 
mile road and run the risk of disaster 
should the bridge collapse. 

Firemen reported they had heard that 
the railroad recently strengthened the 
bridge to accommodate a greater ton- 
nage, but the township had not been 





officially informed, and the sign had not 
removed or amended. 
*« « * 


Hot Off the Tape 


Peg-leg Pete is striding through life 
int Moline, Ill, thanks to the city’s fire- 
men. Peg-leg is a duck. A turtle chewed 
off his right leg. The Brothers, who act 
as protectors for the ducks in the park 
pond, fashioned Pete a wooden leg to 
replace his lost limb. It’s all duckey by 
Pete... In New Haven, Conn. ficcord- 
ing to contrib’ Bob Meickle, five fire 
companies with the late Deputy Chief 
Killoy, and Battalion Chief Lynch, re 
sponded on a box alarm one night from 
Court and Artizan streets only to find 
no fire—and no box. It was just a new 


been 


version of the hit-and-run driver who 
took the pedestal 'n’ all with him! 
In one night Boston taxpayers were 


“soaked” about $1,200, between 6:00 and 
11:30 P.M., when 16 false alarms were 
turned in at a cost estimated by the fire 
department at about $75 per response... 
(thanks Irving Johnson). . . In Ot 
tumwa, la., the local press (and the fire 
caepartment too, no doubt), were rejoic- 
ing that 1944’s fire losses were much less 
than the year before when on New 
Year's Eve a single fire caused over 
$75,000 loss! This believe-it-or-not 
is from Camden, N. J. It’s about John 
Peas, 57-year old courthouse fireman. 
He chased two cats from the courthouse 
basement; got badly scratched and had 
his wounds treated and bandaged. Then 
he lit a cigarette and suffered burns of 
both hands when his bandages caught 
fire. Well, the Greeks have a word for 
it ... Then there was that one about 
Lou Nova’s horse, which aped Mrs. 
O’Leary’s cow. It kicked over a butane 
tank and started a fire that burned up 
Lou’s house—and his horse. . . . In 
Pownal, Me., police had no trouble in 
running down and capturing Jean F. 
Gamache, 18-year-old convicted firebug, 
after he escaped from Pownal State 
School for the third time. They caught 
up with him after putting out three 
barn fires he had set en route to his 
home in Brunswick (thanks Johnny 
W eisberger). According to the 
Avoca, Ia., press, a new fire siren was 
purchased locally to be “sounded for 
fires in the daytime, but not after 10:30 
P.M. unless there would be a bad fire in 
the business district.” Nice going! ... 
Dryden, N. Y., volunteers still talk about 
the time they were battling the fire in 
the Village Hall when their stream 
petered out to a trickle, and investiga- 
tion disclosed that the intake pipe was 
clogged with frogs. In Williamson, 
W.Va., Mrs. Nancy Horton, 43, died 
from loss of blood an hour after she 
jumped through a window, thinking that 
her home was burning when actually the 
house next door had caught fire. 
After receiving a $10 chemical set as a 
Christmas gift. Marvin Galman, 16, Chi- 
cago, Ill. “experimented” with it so 
successfully the set blew up, set fire to 
the house and landed him in the hospital. 
. We like that one sent by the Con- 
cord, N.H., Fire Department. It was 
in the form of an “oddi-torial” and read: 
A Concord citizen just brought in a 


FIRE ENGINEERING 


postcard, mailed from Deerfield, Mass, 
which reads as follows: “ ‘Dear Bill, 
Will you run over and tell Chief Tuttle 
I forgot to tell him a lady called up 
the morning I left and said her house 
was all afire but, as I was busy getting 
away, it slipped my mind.”’ (Signed) 
sew Dang (whose real name, says our 
informants, should be Bew Baney. ... 
Speaking of the wayward press, the 
Dumont, Ia., Journal in an exalted effort 
to induce the local folks to buy some 
fire apparatus, talks about the swell 
“shiny new red truck” of neighboring 
Ryan, Ia., which has—and we quote: 
“a capacity of 5,000 gallons of water per 
minute, space for 1,800 feet of hose, a 
300 gallon booster tank and ladders.” 
Well, nobody can stop the vols from 
dreaming! Henry J. Bronson, 20, 
a Negro, caused consternation among 
police and firemen when he stood up, 
shook himself and started to walk away 
after leaping from a fifth story window 
when a slight fire broke out in an apart- 


ment which he was visiting. He was 
treated for internal injuries, 
* * * 


Too Long—and Too Little 


The good folk of Berea, Ohio, sub- 
urb of Cleveland, voted Fire Chief 
George Smith a nice knotty problem. 
They elected to give him $25,000 for a 
new streamlined pumper, but they 
turned down another bond issue that 
would have provided suitable quarters 
for it in a new fire station. 

As a result, although the Chief had 
measured everything around the old fire 
station at Seminary and E. Bridge Sts., 
including the width of same, he is pretty 
sure he’s gonna be later than he should 
to fires which occur to the left of the 
station. The truck is so long that only 
by pulling it out diagonally from the 
station into Seminary St., and then 
diagonally right across the intersection 
of Bridge and left, down Bridge, can 
it answer an alarm. It’s too long to 
come out of the station and turn left on 
Seminary “even for a four-alarm,” says 
the press, and too long to double back 
with a right turn on Bridge. So-o-0-0, 
any fire to the left of the station, or back 
of it, will be reached only by a round- 
the-block route. This, says the Chief, 
is serious because “a fire doubles itself 
every 14 seconds.” 

The new problem-pumper will be de- 
livered in July and the Chief is asking 
all persons to the left and in back of 
the station to “hold their fires previous 
to that date for quickest service.” 

7. * * 


Lookl—No License! 


Your remember the old wheeze about 
what fire engine can’t run on the streets. 
Well, here’s a companion gag. It comes 
from Chief Ollie Sanborn, of Port- 
land, Me. 

Seems that there was quite a to-do 
in the City Hall when a voice full of 
feminine pulchritude telephoned Chiet 
Sanborn one day and asked him for the 
license number of Engine 7 of his Fire 


Department. a2 
“It hasn’t any,” said the chief. 
“Then you are running it on the 


streets illegally aren’t you,” asked the 
questioner. 4 

Chief Sanborn replied, “I don’t let tt 
run on the streets—” and finally con- 
vinced the charming clerk that no laws 
‘n’ ordinances were being broken be- 
cause, in sooth, Engine 7 is the Portland 
fireboat. 
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GOING THE GAMEWELL 
ONE BETTER 


From Albert Lutz, Foreman of Good 
Will Fire Company No. 2, Woodbury, 
VN. J, comes an idea that will be appre- 
iated by most alert volunteers. The 





conditions, this horn alarm is not al- 
ways heard in all sections of the city, 
consequently many members during the 
night, as well as during the day, were 
required to stop at the firehouse and 
ascertain the location of the fire from 
the blackboard or from the tail end of 











Switches at Desk Are Operated to Illuminate Numbers on Front of Station. 


gadget, which was designed and _ in- 
stalled by members of Good Will No. 2, 
(all volunteers except the engineer who 
is paid by the city) primarily as a safety 
and convenience feature for members re- 
sponding to alarms, has proved a great 
time saver, according to Foreman Lutz. 
rhe innovation is a unique addition to 
1 Gamewell tape indicator in the 
juarters of the Good Will company. The 
system is handled by the engineer on 
duty or by the first volunteer member 


who responds. 


\ series of switches are located by the 
indicator box and as the tape is ejected 
by the incoming alarm, a corresponding 
switch is pulled by the operator. Thus, 

the alarm being received is box 15, 
the operator sets switches numbered one 
and five which, in turn, illuminate a 
number signal located outside of the 
hrehouse just above the overhead doors. 
Incidentally, the feature works equally 


4s well on day as it does on night 
alarms 
Che duplication of numbers which 


may be noted on the switch box in the 
accompanying illustration is caused by 
the fact that the first numeral of each 
alarm indicates the ward in the city in 
which the box being sounded is located. 
[hus alarm 2-22 indicates a box located 
in the Second Ward. 

hese boxes are all well known and in 
many cases memorized by members of 
the department, who also carry small 
printed cars in their wallets containing 
the location of all boxes in the city. 
[here is only one large air horn in 
Woodbury, which is connected to the 
alarm system and blows as the bells tap 
mm the firehouse. Due to varying wind 
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the tape on the register which recorded 
the alarm. 

The use of this safety and time-saving 
device has made it unnecessary for 
members who respond in private cars 
to get out of their autos, as in the past, 
and cross the highway to the firehouse 
to get the location of the alarm box that 
was sounded, but which they could not 
distinguish. Now they have only to look 
up to the outside indicator to learn the 
number of the box, thus saving time and 


the hazard of crossing the busy high- 
way. 
Says Foreman Lutz: “This small but 


valuable and helpful .adjunct to the 
alarm system has saved many valuable 
minutes to the members of Good Will 
Fire Co. No. 2 of Woodbury, N. J. It 
is passed along to you for the good that 
it may be to many other companies in 
our country who are subscribers to your 
very valuable and helpful magazine.” 
Thank you, Foreman 
and coming (and going) 


Good Will No. 2. 


Lutz—and up 
members of 


The Old Timer Says— 


“Watch out for apparatus accidents 
due to burst tires! Tires on a lot of our 
fire vehicles are over the five-year-re- 
placement period as set by the National 
Board of Fire Underwriters and it’s 
pretty poor business to risk the lives of 
good firemen and apparatus by tryin’ to 
stretch out the rubber on fire apparatus 
beyond its safety limitations. Why not 
shift all such over-age tires to other 
municipal vehicles, and keep fire rigs 
safeguarded with the newest and best 
rubber ?” 


Illuminated Numbers (Upper Right Hand Corner) Show Box Pulled. 
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She went to a dinner party accom- 
panied by a miserable cold. 

To be on the safe side, she tucked two 
handkerchiefs into the bosom of her 
gown. 

At dinner, she began rummaging to 
the right and left of her bosom, looking 
for a much-needed handkerchief. Se en- 
grossed was she that she failed to notice 
that all conversation around the table 
had ceased and all eyes were fixed on 
her. Suddenly realization came to her, 
and looking up, she muttered in confu- 


sion: “But I know I had two when I 
came.” 
“Yes,” said the old man, “I'll be 96 


tomorrow, and I haven’t an enemv in 
the world.” 
“A beautiful 
new vicar 
“Yes, sir,” went on the 
outlived them all.’ 


thought,” answered the 


old man, “I’ve 


“Boss, mav I have next Wednesday 
off?” 

“T don’t think s 

“But it’s my 
versary and my 
to celebrate.” 

“For heaven’s sake! Am I going to 
have to put up with this every 25 vears?” 


silver wedding anni- 
wife and I had hoped 


Three old men were discussing the 
ideal way of dying. The first, aged 75. 
said he'd like to crash in a car going 80 


FALSE ALARMS 


m.p.h. The second, 85, said he’d take his 
finish in a 400 m.p.h. plane. “I’ve got a 
better idea,” said the third, aged 95: “I'd 
like to be shot by a jealous husband.” 





Customs Officer: Lady, you said this 
bag contained clothes, but it’s full of 


brandy. 
Woman Certainly—my  husband’s 
nightcaps. { 





After an absence of four years, a cer- 
tain man went back to visit his old home 
town. The first four people didn’t re- 
member him, and the next three didn’t 
know he had been away. 





“My, what a strange looking cow,” 
exclaimed the sweet young thing from 


Chicago. “But why hasn’t she any 
horns:” 

“Wal. you see,” said the farmer 
patiently, “some cows we dehorn and 
some cows is born without horns and 


never has ‘em, and some cows shed ’em. 
But the reason that cow ain’t got horns 
is... she’s a mule.” 


Teacher tourist: “This seems to be a 
very dangerous precipice. It’s a wonder 
they don’t put up a warning sign.” 

Native: “Yes, it is dangerous, but they 
kept a warning sign up for two years 
and no one fell over, so they took it 
down. 
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“That's the Fire House!" 
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Here’s a story about a famous ¢ 
temporary author, whom we'll call 
Sam, always willing to try anyth 
once, accepted an invitation to a ny 
party on a Fourth-of-July week-end 
few years ago. Describing the D 
ence to his friends the next day, 
said. “They certainly didn’t do thi 
by halves. Even the butler who opened 
the door for me was completely nude” 
“How did you know it was the butle 
asked Sam’s literal-minded publisher 
“Well,” said Sam, “it certainly wasnt 
the maid. 


When grandma had her callers, 

They met with timid heart; 

And when they sat together, 

They sat —————— this far apart. 
When granddaughter’s boy friend calls 
He greets her with a kiss, 

And when they sit together 

They sitrealcloselikethis. 


A very deaf old lady moved into a 
new home near a naval port. Shortly 
afterwards a battleship fired a ten-gun 
salute. ; 

The old lady, who lived alone, got 
out of her chair, smoothed out her dress, 
patted her hair and said _ sweetly: 
“Come in.” 

Quick 

He: “I feel as if I had known you 
always.” 

She: “I'll say you do.” 





A rather stout schoolmistress was 
telling about birds and their habits. 

“Now,” she said, “at home I havea 
canary, and it can do something I cam 
not do. I wonder if any of you know 
just what that thing is?” 

Little Eric raised his hand. 

“IT know, teacher,” he said 
bath in a saucer.” 


“Take a 





“I’se just been bit by a dog and I'se 
worried. I hear whenever a dog bites 
you, whatever the dog has, you git.” 4 

“Boy, then you has a right to worry! 

“Why for?” 

“That dog just had eleven pups!” 





“T love you—OUCH!” 

“T love you—OUCH!” 

And there you have the story of two 
porcupines necking. 


“Father, can my boy friend take the 
place of your business partner who di 
this morning?” 

“It’s okay with me—see if vou can af 
range it with the undertaker.” 





America: The land where in one gef- 
eration a family can rise from a plain 
cabin to a cabin plane. 





Backwoods road sign: “Choose your 
rut carefully, you'll be in it for about 
20 miles.” 
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FIRE EXTINGUISHERS 


MORE AND BETTER FIRE PROTECTION 
FOR YOUR FIRE EXTINGUISHER DOLLAR 


Ansul Dry Chemical Fire Extinguishers give you more protection... 
pound for pound... dollar for dollar... than any other extinguisher of 
comparable size. 


In addition... Ansul Fire Extinguishers provide the best first-aid 
protection: 


* For paint spraying and dipping operations. 


e For hazards involving alcohols, solvents, ones 
gasoline, oils, asphalts and greases. Model 30 


* For electrical equipment hazards. 


Ansul Fire Extinguishers have the highest ratings 
for effectiveness on flammable liquid fires, based on 
tests conducted by nationally recognized approval 
agencies. The longer range stream of dry chemical 
is effective in winds and drafts. 


After use, Ansul Dry Chemical Fire Extinguishers 
can be recharged “on the spot”... providing con- 
tinuing protection . .. and an- 
nual recharging of Ansul ex- 
tinguishers is NOT necessary. 
Safe to use... non-toxic, 
non-corrosive, non-abrasive. 


Ansul 
@ Model 20 


your p! 


Listed and Approved by Under- 
writers’ Laboratories and Factory 
Mutual Laboratories. 


ANSULCHEMICAL, comPaNny 
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Church Fire 


(Continued from page 229) 


aloft by the collapse of the church 
tower. This landed on top of the Ma- 
honing Presbyterian Church, a  fyll 
block away, and lodged directly at the 
base of the weather vane, setting fire to 
the extreme top of the structure, at a 
point beyond the reach of any ladders 
of Danville or other fire forces. 

\ special call was sent to Sunbury, 
Pa., for a big ladder truck and the de- 
partment’s new 100-foot metal aerial 
was dispatched. Despite the extremely) 
bad road conditions, the unit made a 
record run of fourteen miles in twenty 
minutes. 

Before the arrival of the Sunbury 
aerial, a detail of Danbury firemen, as- 
sisted by a company from Catawissa, 
started up the inside of the belfry of the 
Mahoning Church. They advanced as 
far as they could up the inside, then 
came out on a ledge where, by getting 
hold of the lightning rod which ran up 
the tower, they were able to pull the 
weather vane to the side. A booster line 
was brought up the outside, and its 
stream allowed to overshoot the fire and 
drop back onto the burning material, 
which it extinguished. This operation 
was performed before the arrival of the 
Sunbury aerial. 

\t the height of the fire, there were 
six pumpers operating along the bank 
of the river, and several from the sedi- 
mentation basin of the Borough Pump- 
ing Station, over two long blocks dis- 
tant. Some lines, for the most part off 
the smaller pumping units, were re- 
layed, while larger pumpers supplied 
lines directly to the fire. During the 
peak of fire fighting operations, there 
were sixteen out-of-town companies at 
work, or standing by to cover exposures 
with their booster lines. The ambulance 
of Fame Fire Company, Lewistown, 
which had brought a patient to Gei- 
singer Hospital, responded to the fire to 
provide first aid service. The Pennsyl- 
vania State Police sent several details 
which helped control traffic. 

All outside companies were released 
by late afternoon. Danville’s Friendship 
Company, which is quartered a_ block 
from the burned church, was held dur- 
ing the night until 8:00 A.M., Saturday, 
the 14th, to control flareups. There were 
two re-calls on the 14th; one at 6:00 
P.M. and the second at 11:50 P.M 
These were occasioned by escaping gas 
from a broken main and a high wind, 
and resulted in no further loss. ; 

Estimates of the total damage for this 
fire, including church and other prop- 
erty, reached $775,000. The church car- 
ried only $20,000 insurance. 

The Christ Memorial Episcopal 
Church was built in 1882 by Peter Baldy 
at a cost of $260,000. Since then, a num- 
ber of valuable memorials had _ been 
added together with the Parish House, 
at an additional cost of $20,000. The 
stone work had just been repointed and 
the congregation owed the sum ol 
$7,000 on this item when the church was 
destroyed. Church officials placed the 
present-day value on their buildings at 
$750,000. 


Cause Undetermined 


There is some question as to the 
cause of the fire, which may never be 
determined, due to the complete destruc- 
tion of the building, The organ had 
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+ + HERE'S MORE mort AUP) 70 you. 










m TO SUPPORT USE OF 
ACCESSORIES WHEN 
ENGINE IS IDLING 


@ If you cannot count on electrical power | 
to see you through any fire-fighting | 


emergency due to a definite lack of gen- | 


. TO SEE YOU 
THROUGH ANY 
EMERGENCY 


erating capacity or “borderline” generating... | 


If you hesitate to use electrical accessories freely or | 
to add accessories due to inadequate low-speed | 


output from conventional D-C generating equipment... 


You need the new kind of higher- 
output A-C generating system 


developed exclusively by Leece-Neville. 


Insist on this higher-output system for new fire equipment— 
install it on the equipment you have. For more facts that prove 


this is wise, write The Leece-Neville Company, Cleveland 14, Ohio. 





RATING . . 14 Volts— 100 Amperes 






Similar 3-unit system for 6-volt service 
weighs 41 pounds, rating 60 amperes— 
420 watts. For 12-volt service, another 





3-ELEMENT 


VOLTAGE REGULATOR RECTIFIER system, a. some Anenaien Se 
WEIGHT .......... 4% Pounds A 7 Pounds COMING 12- oe oS ee 
RATING . . 14 Volts—100 Amperes RATING .. 14 Wetis i607 Amperest 150 pak ‘eutin 





LRECE-NEVILLE 


Pioneer and STILL Quality Leader 


CRANKING MOTORS . GENERATORS . VOLTAGE REGULATORS ° SWITCHES § 
Kindly mention Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 
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THERE’S 












BE SAFE “s" Scot 42-Dak 


@ Smoke is a gas...made visible by solid particles. In fire fight- 
ing the important question is “What type of gas is present in the 
smoke”...and does sufficient oxygen remain to support life?” 


The Scott Air-Pak, used on arrival, permits immediate inspection 
and action without subjecting personnel to breathing hazards. It 
does not matter what type of gas is present, or if oxygen is defi- 
cient, because the Scott Air-Pak completely supplies its wearer 
with pure cool breathing air...in any volume “demanded” by him 


BUREAU OF MINES APPROVAL No. 1308 
‘ . “ Se ote => 
es Ee CR OU Se CU CO ‘ — 
ONLY THE SCOTT 
AIR-PAK HAS ALL 
6 FEATURES 


Can be used in any temperature 
from below zero to oven heat. 


I 
2 Only the Scott delivers fresh, 
3 


cool, confidence-inspiring air. 





Only the Scott has a gauge on 
the cylinder to prevent the in- 


advertent use of 
| empty oe Ne lg empty or partly ulator, and a mask permitting con- 


versation. 


48 Air-Paks at Providence, R. I. 


4 Only the Scott has acid and cor- 


rosion proof straps and fittings. 6 Only the Scott has.a gauge within 


= 

4 the wearer's vision, custom-built, 
5 Only the Scott has a battlee not a commercial gauge, to provide i 
tested emergency-proved reg- che maximum in utility and safety. J 


i siidsinhibiiiningstarqnisipentenahtaetaiievnn 


Wire or Write for a Free Demonstration 
Established in 1932 






SAFETY EQUIPMENT DIVISION 


SCOTT AVIATION CORP. 


FOR SAFETY~ FOR SERVICE 215 ERIE STREET, LANCASTER, N. Y. 
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been used for a service at 8:00 A.M. 
and had given no evidence of trouble. 
The janitor had left the church at 11:00 
A.M. and is reported to have seen no 
evidence of fire at that time. 

As with many other churches built of 
masonry exterior, it was believed that 
the structure was fireproof. Some of the 
first members to arrive at the fire were 
so sure of this that they made no effort 
to remove any of the religious furnish- 
ings. When'‘the fire broke out into the 
open, it was to late to save any of the 
contents. Only the church records, 
which were located in the Rectory, were 
saved. 





World Wide Fire News 
By Roi B. Woolley | 


= | a 


Fire Destroys Shanks Village Gym 











G.I.’s who remember Camp Shanks— 
now Shanks Village, N. Y.—will mark 
the passing of Area 4 Gymnasium, 
which went up in flames early on March 
21 under circumstances that caused a 
police investigation. 

The fire was visible in Haverstraw, 
twenty miles away, and in distant West- 
chester County, N. Y., and was fought 
by the Shanks Village Fire Depart- 
ment, aided by companies from the 
Rockland State Hospital, Orangeburg, 
Blauvelt and West Nyack. Strenuous ef- 
forts by these volunteers prevented ex- 
tension of the blaze to adjacent barracks 
and to St. Dominic’s Convent, 200 yards 
away. 

The Camp, or rather Village, now a 
student veterans’ housing installation, 
still retains scores of World War II 
wooden barracks and other structures, 
most of them ready tinder for fire. 

According to Robert Flood, manager 
of the student veterans’ housing installa- 
tion, the flames in the gym appeared to 
have spread from a fire started in the 
center of the gymnasium floor. Mr. 
Flood was burned on the face and hands 
while fighting the fire. 

es. 2 


Hot Off the News Ticker 


A record peacetime total $70,876,000 
worth of property, was destroyed by 
fires in the United Kingdom last year. 
The destruction in 1946 was estimated 
at $47,472,000. . . . Fire swept the Shell 
Oil Refinery on Cspel Island in the 
Danube near Budapest, March 22. All 
fire apparatus in Budapest was ordered 
to the scene... . J An explosion destroyed 
a fireworks factory March 25 in Santin- 
hos, near Caldas de Vizela, and killed 
four men.... Fire of undetermined 
origin swept a U. S."railway mail car on 
the Bremerhaven-Berlin train as it was 
traversing the Russian Occupation Zone. 
About four tons of U. S. mail was de- 
stroyed. . . . In San Antonio, Tex., a 
housewife complained to a policeman 
that children 3 to 6 years old were play- 
ing ball in front of her house. The ball 
was an odd-looking object, she told him. 
The officer stopped the game—and_con- 
fiscated the “ball.” It was a live hand 
grenade. ... In Ilion, N. Y., a 14-year- 
old boy died in Ilion Hospital because, 
police say, he shot the padlock off a 
dynamite dump to find out what was 
inside. The bullet exploded 600 pounds 
of explosives stored by the Herkimer 
County Highway Department. “The 
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MIDWESTERN 


Protective ee 








way 


1 » ee 





Here’s Protection and Comfort in 
Your Hazardous Work of Safeguarding 
Life and Property Against FIRE! 


Modern fire fighting calls for specialized protective clothing 

. clothing ‘that safeguards the fireman's life on every run 

. clothing that enables him to use his equipment to the 
fullest advantage. 


Every Midwestern product combines the thoughts and sug- 
gestions of practical Fire Chiefs and firemen from every 
section of the country . . . and every purchaser profits from 
years of Midwestern research and experience. That is why the 
famous Mackinaw Coat and other Midwestern clothing have 
embodied in their design every feature necessary for the 
protection and comfort of firemen. 


In our vast selection of crude rubber materials you will find a 
type of fabric suitable for your climate and needs. The soft- 
ness and flexibility in the high-grade materials used are your 
assurance of long time service and comfort. Many Fire Chiefs 
are now including Midwestern clothing in their regular yearly 
budget and, by placing your order early, you can be assured 
of this adequate protection when needed. 


For complete information, have your Midwestern dealer show 
you our new garments now manufactured from crude rubber 
compounds. A letter to the factory will also bring you 
material samples for your inspection. 


We now have available: White, Ivory and Brown crude rubber 
coats for Chiefs, Assistants and other officers; also ail sizes 
short and % length felt lined Firemen’s boots for imme- 
diate shipment. 


MIDWESTERN MFG. CO., Mackinaw, Illinois 


Manufacturers of the Famous MACKINAW Coats 
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Chief Everett Hudiburg (second from 
right) of Stillwater, some of his men, 


and rescue equipment 


THE Stillwater, Okla., fire depart- 
ment has saved 91 lives in the last 
9 years with E & J Resuscitators 
91 human beings who might other- 
wise not have survived...91 grateful 
families spared the grief of death of 
loved ones! 

It's records like these that put real 
elitiielai Milo MilcMelale Merial Mala © 
Perhaps you feel your own resuscita- 
tion equipment is not up to date, or 
is not adequate for your needs... if 
so, now is the time to get the facts 
on the simplicity, safety and depend- 
ability of E & J equipment 


RESUSCITATOR Write today for a demonstration. 





No obligation, of course...and 
INHALATOR this could be your first step toward 

making a record as successful as 
ASPIRATOR that of Stillwater! 


HAT’S YOUR DEPARTMENT'S RECORD? 


We'd like to hear from you if your department's record meets or 

exceeds Stillwater’s, in proportion to populations served. Just send 
« 

the facts, on your department letterhead, to... 


DEPT. K4, E & J MANUFACTURING CO., GLENDALE 1, CALIF. 
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blast, heard seven miles away, shattere 
farmhouse windows-and blew tops from 
nearby trees... . In Lakewood, N, ] 
Clarence Booth, local business man, 
building an underground “atom bom 
proof” house. The squat building, on 
floor above and one below the earth, i 
being reinforced with thousands of tops 
of concrete and steel. He believes } 
may be the sole survivor should are 
be hit in an atom bomb attack. . . . Te 
Air-Force flyers died March 18, in flan 
ing wreckage of a B-29 which crashe 


| at MacDill Field, Florida. Four othe 





members escaped through a hole jp 
twisted fuselage.... The “Greates: 
Show on Earth” is going to direct jts 
traffic by radio. Circus has been granted 
authority by FCC to use 15 mobil 
radio units for directing loading, w 
loading and transporting its equipment 
Sets will be installed on circus railroad 
cars, automobiles and wagons. ... 4 
mysterious “explosion” heard in Eliza- 
beth and other towns throughout Unio: 
County, N. J., which deluged police and 
fire headquarters with inquiries, stil 
remains a puzzle. 


. & « 


Wants Airmen to Fight Forest Fires 

A correspondent, writing in the New 
York “Times” about conservation an 
controlling forest fires, suggests that t 
save time in organizing and training 
forest fire fighters, we employ military 
airmen, 

There’s nothing particularly new 
about bombing fires from the sky, but 
the idea of mobilizing the military in 
this task is thought-provoking. The 
correspondent, Mr. Herbert H. Uhlig 
Cambridge, Mass., says: “military pilots 
after initial training, require a number 
of hours in the air to maintain their 
standing and skill in addition to con- 
tinued bombing practice. Presumably it 
makes little difference that the target in 
such practice is a forest fire rather than 
some dummy structure on an improvised 
field, or that the bombs instead of being 
filled with a quota of explosive charge, 
are filled with fire extinguishing chem- 
icals. 

“Such bombs,” he adds, “in the num- 
ber that are used in mass attacks would 
no doubt, discourage any forest fire no 
matter how far it had progressed. On 
this basis, the air fields of our country 
could be mobilized at a moment's notice 
to fight a forest fire on either the east 
or the west coast. : 

He concludes, “perhaps the cost 1 
high, and the forestry service will beg 
off on that account. Yet, considering 
the necessary cost of training pilots 
wherever they may fly, and the stakes 
involved in a forest fire, the over-all 
cost to the country seems a_lessef 
factor; the situation . . . demands more 
than a long-range program of recruit 
ing young men and training them im 
the manner of the forestry service, al 
though such a program is very neces- 
sary to a permanent plan of action. 
Peacetime use of the air forces, on the 
other hand can be of great service to 
our immediate problem in the forests.” 





Orchids—But to Whom? 


As a result of a fire which swept 
through a dwelling in Teaneck, N. J» 
March 1, 1948, causing the death of @ 
merchant marine officer, despite dra 
matic efforts of firemen and policemen 
to save him, there has developed com 


We shall appreciate your mentioning Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 








for APR 














ERING 


attere 


nan, js 


bor 
g, o1 


arth, js 
of tons 


ves | 


rante 
mobil 


yment 
iilroa 


Eliza 
Unio 


-e and 









for APRIL, 1948 


FEED | 


with a 


HOMELITE 


Carryable Pump 


There’s no worry about a quick water 

supply if you have a handy Homelite Carryable 
Pump riding on your running board. 

All you do is take your Homelite Pump from the 
running board... carry it to any nearby stream, 
well, pond or river . . . start the built-in gasoline 


engine... and instantly your Homelite 


will feed your pumps or booster tank. 


Kindly mention Firg ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 





Ample proof of a Homelite’s efficiency was given 
at a recent fire department demonstration ...A 
Homelite Pump, set up by a small stream pumped 
water up 97 feet to a pumper with sufficient 
volume and force to operate three 114" hoses with 
an 85 pound steady stream. 

See for yourself this amazing pump in action. 


Write today for a complete free demonstration. 


Pe 


Pe 


: 


© 





HOMELITE 


CORPORATION 


304 RIVERDALE AVENUE, PORT CHESTER, NEW YORK 


Manufacturers of Homelite Carryable Pumps, 


Generators, Smokejectors, Chain Saws 
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AVOID DELAYS 





IDENTIFY YOUR FIREMANes 





Make It Possible to Have 
- Right of Way When 
N S Responding to a Fire Cali 








| = 


(ASST. CHIEF | 


95c Each CR SSE 





aie 





Actual Size 10''x334" 


These signs are made of baked Porcelain Enamel on an 18 gauge steel plate 





~@ 

















With each purchase of 10 sets, a set of "Fire Chief" or 
“Asst. Chief" signs will be enclosed at No Charge. 


WRITE US FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 







AL 


COMPANY 


Sacramento, Californsa 
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troversy between the town’s two emer. 
gency forces over their respective parts 
in the episode. 

The 2-alarm fire, which gutted the 
second floor, roof and attic of the home 
of Michael Seaman and his wife (who 
occupied the first floor), trapped Sea. — 
man Roy I. Ross, 39, on the second 
floor, resulting in fatal burns before he | 
was removed from the flaming structure © 
by fire and police officers. % 

The first alarm was received at 12:09 © 
A.M., bringing three fire companies © 
under Chief Frank Murray. Six minutes 
later an additional ladder was called, 
The fire involved an upstairs room and 
was coming out of rear windows when 
firemen and two police officers, Sergeant 
Gene Deckert and Patrolman Harry 
Lamme, who were passing at the time, 
reached the house. The firemen who 
are involved in the controversial rescue 
are Lieutenant Norman Grunby and 
Fireman Contino. 

The dispute is said to have climaxed 
a breach of long standing between the 
town’s two services. According to Chief 


Murray, Fire Lieutenant Grunby fought ~ 


his way up the stairs of the burning 
dwelling and helped remove the burned 
victim through a front window to the 
police officers and Contino, who had 
reached the porch roof by means of a 
ladder of Engine 3. Sergeant Deckert 
was said to have been boosted to the 
roof from the shoulders of Patrolman 
Lamme before the ladder arrived and it 
was he who located the body of the 
victim, Ross, after Lamme kicked in a 
window. 

According to press reports, the two 
policemen set to work on Ross, using 
artificial respiration while on the roof, 
but when this failed, officer Deckert 
brought the body down the ladder where 
Police Surgeon William Prout pro- 
nounced Ross dead. 

It was disclosed that Ross had pre- 
viously suffered injuries as a seaman, 
which had affected him physically. 

Township Manager Paul A. Volcker’s 
version of the rescue is that Grunby got 
up the stairs into the room and passed 
Ross through the window to the officers, 
although Deckert and Lamme didn’t 
know Grunby was inside. Councilmen 
and police officials disagree with this 
interpretation and claim the police 
should get the credit. 

While the repercussions were being 
aired publicly, a Chamber of Commerce 
member said “he would press for pass- 
age of a resolution by his group urging 
the addition of smoke masks as standard 
equipment in police cars to enable 
police officers to get in burning build- 
ings as firemen do.” 


New N. Y. F. D. Medical Unit 

The New York Fire Department 
inaugurated a new Medical Unit in Feb- 
ruary, at the quarters of Engine 30, 
located at 2708 Spring street, Manhat- 
tan. It will take the place of former 
departmental medical offices in five Bor- 
oughs and is expected to provide new 
medical services for firemen and their 
families “at a reduced cost to the tax- 
payers.” 

The trustees of the honor emergency 
fund of the Fire Department paid for 
construction and equipment of the medi- 
cal quarters at an estimated cost of 
$150,000. Included in the equipment are 
X-ray and dental devices, and equipment 
for minor operations, together with 4 
one-ton truck, a jeep and full oxygen 
tent facilities for emergencies. 
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FIREMAN FREDDY SAYS: 
The Akrolite Coupling with 
the new Rocker Ring for 
Swivel and Thread protec- 
tion are just the thing. 


Male Protector Ring now at point of 
greatest axis. Complete swivel pro- 
tection when coupled. Complete 
male thread protection when un- 
coupled. * Improved swivel and 
thread protection. * Streamlined 
appearance. * Higbee Thread Indi- 
cator. * Finest Fire Hose Coupling. 
For the newest and the best when 
ordering fire hose specify AKRO- 
LITE ROCKER RING. COUPLINGS, 
STYLE 7093. 


Manufactured by 


AKRON BRASS MFG. COMPANY, Inc. 
WOOSTER, OHIO 


ARRON BRASS 


FIRE FIGHTING EQUIPMENT 
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| 
Questions and Answers | 











| Care of Extinguishers 

To the Editor: 

Name four general rules applicable 

|to all types of fire extinguishers jy 

regards to their care and use. 
M.D. Y. 


Answer: Four general rules applicable 
to all types of fire extinguishers in r. 
gard to their cars and use are: 

1. Keep charged. 

2. Inspect periodically. 

3. Properly placed and kept accessible 
for the hazards they are provided to 
protect. 

4. Protect against injury (mechanical 
injury, freezing, etc.) 





False and True Statements 
To the Editor: 

Please answer the following fals 
and true statements : 

1. It is generally conceded that w- 
less there is response to artificial res- 
piration in 30 minutes, further treat- 
ment is unnecessary. 

2. A smooth, conical, gradual taper 
in a hose nozzle will throw a stream 
further with the same pressure than 
a nozzle which changes its last sec- 
tion to a straight uniform cylindrical 
base. 

3. Flowing water does not exert as 
much pressure on the walls of the 
hose as does static water of equal 
head at point of outlet. 

4. Heat is evolved only by oxida- 
tion. 

5. In a building charged with 
smoke, ventilation should be started 
at the bottom and continued upward 

6. Back drafts are more likely t 
occur when the fire is burning fierce 
ly with plenty of oxygen and a larg 
amount of flame. 

7. The danger of extension of 4 
fire by radiant heat is independent 0 
the degree of concentration of smoke 
in the atmosphere. 

8. Lifting water by suction to 4 
pumper is possible only because there 
is some gas pressure on the water 
supply. 

9. The main shut-off valve in 4 
hydrant is the valve located in the 
lateral connection between the hy- 
drant and the street water main. 

10. A nozzle taper satisfactory for 
a moderate stream is equally satis 
factory with high nozzle pressures 
and high velocity streams. 

D. W.B. 
Answer : 
1, False. 
2. False. 
3. If by “equal head” is meant equal 





(Continued on page 268) 
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A VITAL MESSAGE TO ALL OWNERS OF 


IPYRENE FIRE EXTINGUISHERS 


Some Pyrene* Vaporizing Liquid Pump Type Fire Extin- 


guishers (1-pt., 1-qt., and 11/2-qt. sizes only) have gone bad 


as a result of the liquid in them. We want to get them back. 


We ask your help in returning them for replacement. 


Since 1907, Pyrene has been a symbol of quality 


No one has ever found a more effective extin- 
guishing agent for its purpose than the liquid supplied 
to us for Pyrene Vaporizing Liquid Extinguishers. 


But, suddenly, and for no apparent reason, some- 
thing went wrong with this extinguishing fluid. Some 
time after they had left our plant a number of extin- 
guishers—despite their having passed exhaustive 
factory tests—began to corrode, and worked either im- 
properly or not at all. 


We had no warning whatsoever that this would 
happen. We had no way to foresee it. 


At the first hint of trouble, our own laboratories 
and those of our suppliers—as well as outside tech- 
nical consultants—went on an intensive search for 
the cause. 


Now we know the answer. It lay outside our plant. 
The cause was traced back to a change in the method 
of preparing the chemicals used in the extinguisher 
liquid. 


The labe. on the front of each I-qt. and 1%-qt. 
Pyrene Vaporizing Liquid Pump Type Extinguisher 
bears a serial number. If you own an extinguisher 
in any of the serial-number groups listed, please re- 
turn it immediately to your regular source of supply 
or to us at Dept. RX, 10 Empire Street, Newark 5, 
New Jersey. We will, without charge, replace all 
such extinguishers as quickly as we can. Since there 
are no identifying serial numbers on Pyrene 1-pint 
extinguishers, please also return them for factory 
testing and replacement if necessary. 


Please also return for replacement all Pyrene Fire 
Extinguisher Liquid Refills purchased by you prior 
to January 1, 1948, from any source. Such liquid in 
its original shipping carton should be returned if it 
bears any P. O. No. from 6701 to 12454. Liquid 
should be shipped on separate bill of lading to us at 
560 Belmont Avenue, Newark 8, N. J. 


EXTINGUISHERS TO BE RETURNED 





1%-Quart Extinguishers 


150781 to 150900 419931 to 449230 505631 to 509630 
235486 to 235530 449631 to 458930 510256 to 518255 
236731 to 237230 460931 to 461230 520356 to 520955 
403106 to 404730 461331 to 478330 532356 to 533748 
411998 to 414430 480481 to 494480 539856 to 544312 
416631 to 419830 497631 to 504630 
1-Quart Extinguishers 

R689558 to R689997 7601801 to 1676150 1861051 to T906880 
R692644 to R693497 7676251 to T680483 T911051 to 1976216 
R731288 to R732363 T680651 to T711650 T977051 to T999999 
R751698 to R753697 7712151 to 7792150 U2 to U27050 

7334485 to 7380550 T793151 to T843750 U33051 to U33990 

7398671 to T485550 T844550 to T845050 U37651 to U38784 

7583051 to 7585050 T846551 to 7853350 U64651 «o U79650 


7585551 to T601200 


T854051 to 1854700 


U80151 to U100150 
U150151 to U152552 


EXCEPTIONS: Some extinguishers listed above 
have been rebuilt recently and should not be returned. 
These are stamped around the outlet nozzle with 
symbols running from A-48 to L-48, or the letter X. 


This entire announcement applies only to Pyrene 
Vaporizing Liquid Pump Type Extinguishers. [t does 
not apply to the 2-quart and 1-gallon Pyrene Vapor- 
izing Liquid Pressure Type [Extinguishers or to 
Pyrene Foam, Gas-Cartridge, Soda-Acid, or Pump 
Tank Extinguishers of any size, or to Pyrene Air 
Foam Equipment. 


Regardless of cost, we want to replace every one 
of these extinguishers about which there is the slightest 
shadow of doubt. 


Over the years, Pyrene Fire Extinguishers have 
become known as the world’s finest fire extinguishers. 
We are profoundly conscious of, and profoundly 
grateful for, the trust that has been universally placed 
in our products. 

That is why we are making every effort to -etrieve 
and to replace the extinguishers and liquid affected 
by this problem. 


PYRENE MANUFACTURING COMPANY 


NEWARK 8, N. J. 


CHICAGO ATLANTA 


#7. M. Reg. U. S. Pat, Of. 


KANSAS CITY 


SAN FRANCISCO 


THIS DOES NOT APPLY TO PRODUCTS MANUFACTURED BY PYRENE MFG. CQ. OF CANADA, LTD. 
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RAXMAR 
BADGES 


Standard for over 67 years 





THE BEST BADGE 
MONEY CAN BUY 


BRAXMAR BADGES | 
STANDARD WITH 
FIREMEN FOR 67 
YEARS—WE CAN 
NOW SUPPLY NICKEL 
AND CHROME. 


if you have not yet received our latest cir- 
cular. We'll be giad te mail one on request. 


BRAXMAR 
BADGES 


JOHN O. VBIT 
President 
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For Practical Discussion of Current Fire Department and Fire Management Problems 





— 


THE USE AND ABUSE OF THE FIRE CHIEF'S CAR 


m 
é "Tae discussion in this Round 


Table is a continuation of that which 
appeared in the March issue of Fire 
ENGINEERING on the use of the fire 
chief’s car. 

The generous response from our 
readers makes it necessary to carry 
the discussion over to this issue and 
to next month’s as well. 

Readers are invited to send in their 
comments on this subject. Address 
communications to Round Table Edi- 
tor, FirE ENGINEERING, 24 West 
40th Street, New York 18, N. Y. 


Discussion of the Topic 


T. G. Lennon, Chief, Saskatoon, Sask.: 


All Fire Chiefs, whether in paid or 
volunteer departments, should be pro- 
vided with a car, not only for answer- 
ing emergency calls, but also for the 
speedy transfer of injured persons to 
hospitals. The doors of all Chief’s 
cars should be large enough to lessen 
chances of further injury to patients 
while being placed in front or rear 
seats. 

The Chief should be permitted to 
keep his car at home if -his comple- 
ment of staff is insufficient for him to 
have his own driver. If he has his 
own driver, the car could be left at 
the nearest fire hall to his home. 

Actually a Fire Chief has no days 
off, because he can be called any time 
of day or night on a bad fire, and, 
therefore, if he were given the use of 
the car while resting, he could respond 
very quickly. But I don’t believe the 
public would favor his using the car 
for out-of-town holiday trips. I be- 
lieve that if all fire departments and 
chiefs would stop these practices, they 
would be creating a good spirit be- 
tween the public and themselves. 

There are no restrictions that I 
know of relative to the use of a Chief’s 
private car, but I use the department 
car for all duties and business while 
in the city. 

Ben J. Zahn, Chief, Ann Arbor, Mich.: 
For the past twenty years the City of 
Ann Arbor has provided the Chief of 
the Fire Department with a car to be 
used in the performance of his work, 
and to answer alarms of fire. 

No particular rules have been 
passed as to the exact extent to which 
this car may be used. I believe this 
is due to the fact that neither the 
former chief nor I have ever used 
our cars for any other than fire de- 
partment business. I can see no reason 
for a city-owned car being kept at 
home, using the excuse “in case of 


emergency,” when there are so many 
times when emergencies might arise 
when a chief still would not be avail. 
able. 

I most certainly do not believe any. 
one should be provided with a city. 
owned car for off-duty use. I don't 
know of any more common criticism 
expressed by the public than the on 
about private use of public-owned 
cars, and I have been in the fire ser. 
vice for nearly thirty-two years, of 
which nearly nine have been spent a 
Chief. 

James Louis McLane, Chief, Charleston, 
W. Va.: If a Fire Chief is held re- 
sponsible for his department, he 
should be provided with a car in order 
to respond in’ an emergency, and also 
use it at all times. 

He should be allowed to use his car 
and keep it at his home. In case oi 
an emergency, he would have his 
boots, coat and helmet with him. 
There could be an exception if he has 
a driver to go for him. 

In my opinion, a Fire Chief is on 
duty at all times, subject to call when 
needed. Therefore, he should use the 
department car and have it with him. 
In my thirty-nine years in the depart- 
ment, twenty-two as Chief, I’ve been 
called many times from private par- 
ties. However, they call only on sec- 
ond alarms. Having my car with me 
saves valuable time. 

I believe any restrictions to a Fire 
Chief using his private car for de- 
partmental use would apply to a small 








HERE IS THE QUESTION 


1. Do you believe the Fire Chief 
should be provided a car to be 
used for department business 
and at all other times, so that 
he may quickly respond when 
emergency arises? 


2. Should he be permitted to keep 


his car at home, for his trans- 
portation to and from work, 
and to be used in the event of 
alarms? Why? 


3. Should he be permitted the use 


of this car on days off? Why? 


4. What restrictions, if any, have 


you which curb the Fire Chief 
in the use of his private auto- 
mobile for departmental busi- 
ness? 
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F. L. Crouse, Chief, Huntington, W. Va.: 


W. H. Hazell, Chief, Hutchinson, Kans.: 


James Macgregor, 


Leo J. Urbanski, 


vhich has few fires and where 
n would be held responsible 
by his private car. 


own 


the ti 
an accident 





I believe the Chief should be fur-| 
nished with a car so as to be able to} 
respond to fires, but it does not have | 
to be an expensive car 

I don’t see why the car can’t be kept | 
at home as long as it is taken care of. | 
| think any Chief, if interested in the | 
department, would want to be at the 
scene of a fire as soon as possible. 





On days off it might not be well to! 
car if he has assistant chiefs. 


keep the 
If needed, he might use his own car} 
or be sent for. | 


To use his private car is not good | 
practice, as there is no identifrcation | 
of what the car may be in responding 


to an alarm of fire or any emergency. 


\ fire department is an emergency 
department for the purpose of pro- 
tection of life and property at all 


times and under all kinds of conditions. 
We are not choosers as to when we 
want to fight a fire, nor are we al- 
lowed to make any choice of the sur- 
roundings and existing conditions. 

The Chief is supposed to be looked 
up to and should be placed in a posi- 
tion of prestige. Therefore, a Chief 
should have a driver at the station 
who does nothing else but care for 
the car and drive the Chief on all 
missions. If the personnel of the de- 
partment is not large enough to per- 
mit this, then he should have his car 
with him at all times and places in 
order to answer any emergency. As 
for time off, may I ask, does a Chief 
in reality have any time off? The only 
restrictions should be made for vaca- 
tion trips where no city business is 
involved. Otherwise, he should have 
the car at his disposal always. 


Chief, Edmonton, 


Alta.: The Fire Chief in Edmonton is 
provided with a car supplied by the 
City. 


Should the Chief be away from the 
hall and somewhere in the city, his 
car is sent to pick him up in the event 
of an emergency. 

In this city, it is not necessary that 





he keep the car on his day off. 
The Fire Chief is not curbed in the 

use of his private car. 

Chief, Saint Joseph, 
Mo.: I definitely believe the Fire 
Chief should be provided with a car 
to used for department business 
and at all other times, so that he may 
quickly respond when emergency 
arises 

I do not believe he should be per- 
mitted the use of the car on his day 
off, as the car is the property of the 
city and should be used for depart- 
mental business only. 

Our city ordinances protect depart- 
mental cars and trucks in the per- 
formance of their duties, but do not 
protect any private cars, regardless of 
who the owner might be. 

Thomas H. Shipman, Chief, New Lon- 
don, Conn.: It is rather hard to an- 
swer this question in a yes or no 
Statement. I do believe that the Chief 
should have a car provided by the 
municipality for all business during 
his on-duty time, to answer alarms, 
inspection work, etc. 

Then there is the question of public 
relations on his off-duty time which 
requires him to attend meetings, 


be 
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Mildew, the invisible enemy of fire hose, has been conquered by Eureka’s 


After years of tests which duplicated and even 


x" 


unique “Formula X.” 


exaggerated normal fire hose service, “Formula has thoroughiy 


proved it will resist all known forms of mildew. 


, 







This is only one of the unusual features of every 
Eureka 
tremely flexible, despite its ruggedness. 
Balanced Weave, which produces a fabric of strong cords correctly woven 


= 


“Streamlined” Fire Hose. Eureka is ex- a 


This is because of the Eureka 


under uniform tension. 
Maximum nozzle pressure is always obtainable with Eureka, through 
its Smooth Interior Filler Ply, which prevents “‘washboarding.” 


Every “Streamlined” Eureka Hose undergoes a patented method of 
Controlled Curing, which eliminates excessive writhing and twisting, 
permits easier handling on the ground, on ladders, or when loading on 


the wagon. 





“For greater protection to life and property” 
EUREKA FIRE HOSE 


Division »f United States Rubber Company 
195 Hudson Street . New York 13, N. Y. 
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@ Resuscitator 
® Assistor 
® Aspirator 


® Inhalator 


heck these reasons 





why 


you should have a 


STEPHENSON RESUSCITATOR 


Operating pressure can be lowered as necessary 
to best suit the patient’s needs. 


Air can be mixed with oxygen as patient re- 


covers. 


The supply of oxygen lasts longer. 


The Assistor aids the poorly breathing patient 
and the patient who is beginning to make res- 
piratory efforts. 


Write today for literature or a demonstration. 














NIP BRUSH FIRES IN THE BUD 
WITH A HALE FZZ PORTABLE! 


Fire fighters are “rum ragged’ this time of year with 
brush and field fires . . . and in hundreds of communities 
they have found a Hale FZZ Portable Pumping Unit 
mighty handy in putting such fires out quickly and easily. 
Picture shows a Hale Type FZZ Portable Paémping Unit 
fighting a brush fire from a moving truck. The unit can 
be carried on virtually any type of equipment, making it 
possible to fight fire while in motion, using a booster 
tank for source of water 


The FZZ will supply from draft, 60 U.S. Gallons per 
min. at 9% Ibs. pump pressure; and 150 U.S. Gallons 
per min. at 30 Ibs. It can supply two capable fire streams 
through 14>” lines with 4)” tips. 


Write for FZZ folder to: 


H AL FIRE PUMP COMPANY 


CONSHOHOCKEN, PA. 
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luncheons, lectures, demonstrations 
etc. Some of these are out o town. 
Also he should have some way of 
transportation to alarms and other 
emergencies. I believe the need for a 
car for him at home while off duty 
would depend on the size of the city, 
his junior officers on duty and other 
local factors. I travel over 1,000 miles 
with my personal car each year, an- 
swering alarms and in public relations 
work. I believe that in a city the size 
of mine it would be sufficient for the 
city to pay mileage for my personal 
car, install a radio and supply insur- 
ance coverage. 

I do not believe that any car fur- 
nished by the municipality should be 
used at any time, except on depart- 
mental business or public relations 
work. 

There are no restrictions on the use 
of the private cars of the *Chief, of- 
ficers or’men in this vicintiy for de- 
partmental business. In fact, it has to 
be done to reach the scene of a fire 
while off duty, and my small com- 
plement of men must answer alarms 
at all times. During this winter’s se- 
vere weather, our radio-equipped po- 
lice cars picked up many of my off- 
duty officers and men, which was 
greatly appreciated. 


Charles E. Lane, Chief, Great Falls, 


Mont.: In our small department, we 
use our Chief's car for carrying emer- 
gency equipment. I believe the city 
should furnish the Chief with a car 
for inspections and other errands that 
come within his duties. As for answer- 
ing night calls, I would not care to 
have the responsibility of keeping the 
car at home for that use. 

I do not believe the Chief should 
be permitted to use the car on his 
days off because he would be left open 
to unwarranted criticism by the pub- 
lic. 


L. B. Barnum, Chief, Phoenix, Ariz.: 


The Fire Chief should be provided 
with a car to be used for department 
purposes and at all other times so he 
may quickly respond to an emergency. 

He should be permitted to keep his 
car at home to be used in the event 
of alarms because the Fire Chief is 
on duty twenty-four hours per day 
and is just as liable to answer an 
alarm of fire at night as during the 
day. 

He should be permitted the use of 
this car on days off. The Chief's car 
provided with two-way radio is his 
means of keeping in touch with the 
department no matter where he is in 
the city. 

The Fire Chief does not use his pri- 
vate automobile for departmental bus- 
iness. The fact that a Chief’s caf must 
be equipped with a siren and two-way 
radio prevents his private car from 
such departmental use. 


G. F. Nalley, Chief, Little Rock, Ark.: 


I feel that the Fire Chief should be 
provided a car to be used for depart- 
mental as well as private transporta- 
tion at all times so that he may re- 
spond to any emergency that may 
arise. 

Permission should be granted to the 
Fire Chief to keep his car at home 
for transportation to and from work, 
and for use in answering alarms, as 
he is considered on duty at all times. 
In our case, the Fire Chief responds 
to all first alarms for the high value 
district, and second alarms for the 
residential districts. As he is respon- 
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sible for the efficient operations of the 


10ns 

own, department, he should be able to keep 
y of in contact with such operations at all 
other times. Pin ; c 
or a If local conditions permit, the Fire 
duty Chief should be permitted the use of 
City a car on his off days. This will permit 
ther him to respond to such emergency 
niles calls that may arise. 

an- As our City permits the Fire Chief 
ions to use a departmental car at all times 
size and as he is subject to call twenty- 
the four hours daily, it is never necessary 
onal to use his private car. 


sur- William D. Thomas, Chief, Bingham- 
ton, N. Y.: It seems that the fire de- 


fur- partment business warrants that a 
| be paid Fire Chief be provided with a 
art. car and also a driver for quicker re- 
lons sponse to alarms of fire and far great- 
er efficiency in carrying on the de- 
use partment busiress at all times. 
ot- I believe the problem of whether it 
de- is necessary or not to keep the car at 
5 to home is entirely up to the judgment 
hre of the individual Chief. In our depart- 
om- ment it is not necessary, for at all 
rms times a driver is assigned to the 
se- Chief's car. The driver knows at all 
po- times where the Chief is, and by leav- 
off- ing the car at Fire Headquarters when 
was the Chief is not on duty, the driver 
can readily pick him up in case of an 
ills, emergency. 
we Personally I do not care to have the 
ler- use of the car on my days off. 
“ity There are no restrictions on the use 
Car of my private automobile for depart- 
hat mental business should an emergency 
ere arise and I had to use it. 
the Lloyd B. Dickson, Chief, Provo, Utah: 


It is my conviction that an automo- 
bile is an absolute necessity for Chiefs 





of paid fire departments. I also be- 

nd lieve that this automobile should be 

8 available to the Chief at all times. 

| I further believe that this car should 
be kept at the home of the Chief, if 


led he has garage space for it. The auto- 


2 mobile should be protected at all FE A MM re) U 4 . i a e 4 
ont fe RY ay! 
times, and if the Chief does not have 





he waa 
bs garage space for it at home, then the 
* car should be kept at the fire station. ‘ ‘ , 
- The big advantage that I see in Whenthe Chicago Iroquois Thea- To get fire pumps with proven 
is keeping the car at his home is that ter burned in 1902, it snuffed out dependability for long service, 
ae the Chief’s car is usually equipped ’ . . 
Re with his personal helmet, coat, boots | the lives of 531 people. Perhaps specify WATEROUS Fire Pumps 
he and other paraphernalia, besides being : ; 

equipped with direct radio communi- it could have been prevented, on your new fire apparatus. 
of cation to the fire station, and, in case | who knows? WATEROUS Pumps are stand- 
ae of a night emergency, the Chief would hath ot b € head 
sis not first have to go to the fire hall. | But this is a known fact: that over ard with a large number Of tead- 
he Yet a — that wage reat half of th ati he U.S ing fire apparatus manufacturers. 
in especially 1e smaller ones, use the | alf of the pumpers in the . oa A 

Chief's car for rescue and inhalator | d P : 15 Id Write for the free WATEROUS 
. alls. cz > rer ce today are more than ears old. . 
x calls, cannot be overlooked. y y Fire Pump Catalog. 


It is my opinion that such a car 


; Many are badly worn, undepend- 
st should be used exclusively for city 
and fire fighting business, and not for 


a able, inadequate. How about 
7" personal purposes. I believe that the | SINCE Dependable ) 1886 


loss of goodwill, plus the adverse ef- yours? 
8 fect on public relations would far out- 
weigh the slight advantage of any 
t- indiscriminate use of such an auto- 


“i mobile. This would probably apply 
“a more to cities under 50,000 population. 
wt We have no restrictions on the use 
; ot the Chief's private car for depart- ‘ 


mental work, but if it is used for such, 


e it is at the Chief’s own expense and 

k. risk 

1s “ J. Callahan, Chief, Central Falls, 
» & 


If the Chief’s car is provided 








s with two-way radio, he should be pro WATEROUS COMPANY - ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 
e vided with a car for fire department 

e business, etc. 

l- The great majority of chiefs are of 





Kindly mention Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 





ear 


eS ag eR TS 


ek ot 


BOE At nan es oe 


oe te Ber? 


hg ee large oF te ph 


ae Sgr te rete Nt ae lim ee ee SF Beet Rie 


= men 


er 


vee ene 4. 


a 





ae ds. 





SS 


260 


such character that very few abuses 
would occur. 

About days offy I might be different, 
but only on rare occasions am I called 
to Headquarters on my day off. 

William J. Morgan, Chief, Fairmont, 
W. Va.: I do believe the Fire Chief 
should be provided with a car to be 
used by him on or off duty. The car 
should be kept at his home when he 
is off duty. 

I do not believe the chief should use 
his private car in answering calls. 
C. E. Swanson, Chief, Sioux Falls, S. D.: 
The chief should be provided with a 
car for departmental business so that 
he may respond quickly to any emer- 

gency that might arise. 

He should be permitted to keep this 
car at home. As the chief’s car is 


equipped with signal equipment and 
his whereabouts is known at all times, 
he can always be reached quickly in 
an emergency. 

In this department, the chief has no 
actual days off duty, 

The feeling here is that a private 
car should not be used by the chief 
in performing his departmental duties 
as it is not equipped with identifica- 
tions and is not equipped for an 
emergency. 


Fred J. Guvremont, Chief, Bristol, R. L.: 
I believe that the fire chief should be 
provided with a car to be used for de- 
partmental business and at all other 
times, so that he may quickly respond 
when an emergency arises. 

He should be permitted to keep his 
car at home for transportation to and 
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The entire assembly is 
compact and light; pro- 
portioner handsomely 
made of chrome plated 
hydraulic bronze. ° 


156 East 42nd Street 


Available for the First Time! 


ALADDIN DUAL PROPORTIONERS 
meet the demand for a single auto- 
matic mixing device which propor- 
tions LIQUID FOAM OR WETTING 
AGENTS. 


Proportions at the pump. 

For lines up to I!/,”. 

For fog or solid streams. 

Ends pre-mixing. 

For pressures from 30-125 psi. 
Allows full freedom of movement. 
For booster tanks or drafted water. 
Easily installed on all equipment. 
No moving parts. 


Dual Proportioner Assembly 


® Proportioner Unit 

© Wetting Agent Multimeter 

® Wetting Agent Check Valve 
Wetting Agent Suction Hose 
® Monel Screen Suction Strainer 
® Foam Metering Valve 

® Foam Check Valve 

® In-Line Water Supply Strainer 
® Anti-Syphon Valve 


With Aladdin—when fire strikes, you can 
meet the emergency with full confidence. 


ALADDIN ENGINEERING EQUIPMENT COMPANY 


Aladdin Features 


New York 17, N. Y. 
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from work, and to respond quickly to 
all alarms. 

He should be permitted to use the 
car on days off so that in case of an 
emergency he would lose no time jp 
responding. 

I don’t believe he should use his 
private car on departmental business 
unless, for instance, he is making ag 
investigation on the q. t. 

H. P. Constantine, Chief Engineer, 


Bangor, Me.: The chief should be 
furnished with a car with two-way 
radio, 


Our car is kept at fire department 


headquarters with the drivers. It 
transfers me back and forth from 
home and comes after me on all 


alarms or cases of emergency. 

I never use the city car on days off, 
but I believe it should be allowed. No 
occasion has arisen when I might 
have needed the car on my day off, 
but I believe it should be permissible 
to do so. 

H. L. Hales, Chief, Monroe, La: | 
believe the fire chief should be pro- 
vided a car to be used for department 
business and at all other times. His 
responsibility covers the entire city 
and he is on duty whether at home or 
in the office. The electric repairman, 
the garbage inspector, the meter read- 
ers, etc., are furnished cars. Is their 
responsibility greater in the minds of 
the public than that of the fire chief? 

The fire chief should be furnished a 
car by the city to be used at his 
pleasure and as he so desires. His job 
involves continuous service to the pub- 
lic, and his car, a public car, should 
be at his command at all times. 

He should be permitted use of the 
car off duty as well as on duty, for 
even though off duty he would re- 
spond immediately upon receipt of a 
multiple alarm in his city. 

We have no restrictions curbing the 
use of private cars by chief officers of 
the fire department. Noné of us, my- 
self or my two assistants, owns an 
automobile. We are furnished one by 
the city to use as we choose. The 
assistants work alternate shifts, and 
when going off duty they take their 
cars with them, which is as it should 
be, due to the fact that either one 
would return to duty immediately 
upon receipt of a second or greater 
alarm. 

Walter L. Hydaker, Chief, Lima, Ohio: 
I believe the fire chief should be pro- 
vided with a car for department busi- 
ness. If I am needed at fires or emer- 
gencies the officer in charge sends the 
chief’s car or police car for me. 

In a city the size of Lima we do 
not have the available funds to pur- 
chase more than one car for depart- 
ment use. Therefore, in such cases, I 
do not believe the chief should keep 
the car at his home. If the chief is 
needed at a fire, the officer in charge 
can send the car after him or even 
have a police cruiser pick him up. I 
feel that it is necessary for me to at- 
tend all alarms, as that is the duty of 
the assistant chiefs, and here at Lima, 
this system is working very well. 

I do not feel a chief should have 
the use of the city car on his day off. 
The car is needed by the officer in 
charge of the department when the 
chief is away. 

There are no restrictions whats0- 
ever regarding the use of the chief's 
private car. 
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e his 
Ness, Tu following list includes fires of 
salt a $10,000 loss and over in the United 
| States and Canada tor the month of 
ineer, March, 1948. 


es 
-Way Month Ending March 31, 1948 
Hamilton, Ont.—John A. Bruce Bldg., occupied 
ment by John A. Bruce Seed Co., Culley-Lawson 






I Electric Co., Harper Wholesale Tobacconist and 
t Giddings Furs, Ltd., destroyed. 
$t. Jerome, Que.—Hotel Lapointe, destroyed. 


| all Cigarette % 
Thayer, Kan.—Grade and high school bldg. de- 
; off, stroyed. Defective wiring. 
. No Brooks, Me.- School supply storage bidg. “se 


fight | destroyed nae : 
Lockport, N. Y.—Plt. of Cocker Saw Co. ‘le 








= stroyed. Oil heat treating tank. 

Magnolia, Ark.—Odeon Theatre destroyed. 

: St. John, N. B.—Bldg. damaged. 

Fe Vivian, La.—Snyder Bros. lumber mill destroyed 

pro- Buffalo, N. ¥.—Chestnut Lodge damaged. 

nent Utica, N. Y.—B & R Trucking Co. damaged. No. 937 

His Philadelphia, Pa.—Strathmore Hotel damaged. p ful Buck 

: Orem, Utah—Orem packing plt. and machinery owertul Buckeye 

city destroyed. Exhaust Whistle 

e or Montreal, Que.— Western Machine Works 

nan damaged . 

. Montreal, Que—Emery Talbot Paper Box Co. 

ead- damaged 

heir Madison, Fla.—School bldg., Pinetta, destroyed. The shrill, piercing signal of Buckeye 

s of Defective wiring. 

+) Hartford, Ky.—Bldg., occupied by Ohio County whi se H ‘ — . 

a4 Savings & Loan Assn., Corner Drug Co. and histles s 8 warning that always opens 

G four apts., damaged. . . 

his Springfield, Mass.—Metropolitan Furniture Co. the right of way .. . right away. They oper- 

job whse., damaged. ao , P 

M4 Manchester, IN. H.—Foodstuffs whse. of Silver ate on the exhaust. Further, these whistles 
Tos o damaged, 

uld Durant, Okla.—Southeastern State College cym- ate « 
nasium damaged. Stage and theatrical dressing are sold for use on emergency cars only. 
room destroyed. . : 

the | Baltimore, Md.—Canton Knitting & Feed Co. Standardize on Buckeye whistles and on 

tor flour milling equipment and dehydration plkt. fi fi 

re- destroyed. all fir i i > ade o. 

fa Estcourt, Que.—Sawmill destroyed. Overheated . ght ng equipment made by Buck 
motor. — E 
motor eye for utmost efficiency and long life. 


Waterville, Que.—Aviv Textile Woolen Mill 
the destroyed 























- of Salisbury, Conn.—Dwelling of Joseph R. Swann 
ny- io had Fae Two airplanes in airport ag ty 
. — é a - 1 é 0r s J 
an hangar destroyed. Short circuit. Buckeye = ne P 
by Celina, Ohio—Lumber bldg. of Celina Lumber & Car Whistle 
"he Supply Co. damaged. 
oll _ = —-W —_ of Altman Feed Co. damaged. 
, yasoline explosion. 
eir Greeneville, Tenn.—Bird & Co. damaged. 
ald Knoxville, Tenn.—Deadrick Avenue Baptist 
yne Church destroyed. 
Nashville, Tenn.—Main bldg. of Nashville Auto- 
ely Diesel College, destroyed. Escaping gas from 
ter butane tanks. FIRE DEPARTMENT ACCESSORIES 
Arcadia, Wis.—City Drug Store destroyed. Elec- 
io: — . store and Farmer’s Genl. Store, 
: damage ND RK 
rO- Vancouver, B. C.—Joint services officers’ mess BUCKEYE IRON A BRASS wo Se DEP ARTMENT E 
. Jericho Beach, destroyed. 
Si , ) . 
= Eeaene City, Mo.—Bldg. occupied by Colonial P. ©. BOX 883, DAYTON 1, OHIO 
| Fixture Co., desks, chairs, showcases and shelv- 
he ng ~— : ane, Senduay Express Co., freight 
epot, destroyed. 
Hanover, Mass.—Rubber toy factory of Natl 
do Fireworks Co. damaged. ; 
if- Great Neck, N. Y.—Dwelling of Samuel Gord- | 
rt- field, destroyed. Explosion. 
a La Junta, Colo.—Five business houses gutted. | 
ep ve Flon, Man.—Reg theatre destroyed 
, hite City, Ark.—Drying room, William Roofing | 
1S Co.’s pit., near Camden, destroyed. Dry felt in | 
ge a ry: —— tem and two railroad freight | 
8 were damaged. 
7 Hoboken, N. J.—Union Club damaged. 
=, Mass.—Mercantile bldg. occupied by | 
. sae = ta Co. and Baby Shoe | 
oO a S., damaged. | 


Los Angeles, Cal.—Crystal Laundry plt. de- 
la, stroyed 














Detroit, Mich.—Whse. occupied by Malden Faper 
ve sepeete Co., Frank & Davidson and Murphy 
ff, Y rokerage Co., R, E. Ligette Co., damaged. 
rm at, plich—Huree Gray Iron Foundry plt. | 
stroyed, 
ne Wichita, Kans.—Bldg. destroyed. 
yall Eye, Minn.—McKnight Federated Store 
aged. 
me y AS N. Y.—Oak Laundry, Inc.; wise., 
age: : 
Green Bay, Wis.—P 
’ .—Petrol b nc 0 
iestroyed: Explosion. ‘wenalioncomaeeds HOWE Fire Truck Equipment to Meet Every Service 
Springs, Ark.—Rialto Theatre destroyed y 
and four adj. bidgs. housing Taylor’s Market, HOWE FIRE APPARATUS COMPANY, 1402 West 22nd Street, Anderson, Indiana 
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C. R. Jones 
Clothing Co., 


Hardware Store and the Brown 


damaged 


Rock Island, Ill.—Tenenbom super market and 
whse. damaged 
Indianapolis, Ind.—Warrick Drug Co. damaged 


D. O. Taylor Grocery also damaged 
Cumberland, Md.—Buckholtz Tire Co 
Glen Burnie, Md.—-W. B. & A 


destroyed 
Restaurant de 


stroyed. Adj. Glen Theatre and Grocery store 
damaged 

Niles, Mich.—Hangar at Municipal Airport 
damaged. 

Marietta, Ohio—Lowell Mill, Muskingum River, 


12 miles north, destroyed 
Galion, Ohio—F. J. Egner & Son Inc., 


trucking 


firm, damaged 

Youngstown, Ohio--Two plts. of Trimedge In 
dustries, Inc., destroyed 

Yakima, Wash Ferguson Bros. Furniture Co 
damaged 

Pen Yan, N. Y Keuka Motor & Marine Service 
and 100 boats destroyed 

Montreal, Que Branch of Federal Five Cents to 
$1,000 Stores, Inc., destroyed; adj. electrical 
store Hartney ( Ltd., the Roxy bowling 


MODERN 
MUNICIPAL 


UAKER 


FIRE HOSE 


alley and the fur store of Mme. L. Corbell, 
damaged. ; 
Kosciusko, Miss.—-Brantley Wholesale Grocery 


Co. whse., destroyed. 
Blytheville, Ark.—EBC 
Uniontown, Pa.—-Main Hardware 

damaged. 

Ritzville, Wash.—-Schoonover Elevator & Whse. 

Co. destroyed with 250,000 bushels of wheat. 


Night Club destroyed. 
& Supply Co 


Galveston, Tex.—-Sam Maceo Turf Grill, tap 
room, studio lounge and Turf Athletic Club 
offices, damaged. 

Magdalen Islands, Que.—Store and whse. of 


Magdalen Cooperative Store, 
destroyed. 

El Monte, Cal.—Five Points Market destroyed 

Eaton, Colo.—Business bldg., downtown section, 
damaged. Occupants included grocery store and 
market of F. G. Vanmatre and Odd Fellows 
Hall 

Pensacola, Fla.—Two bldgs. 
Club and Martin 
Co., destroyed 

Muncie, Ind... Main grandstand at 


Grainstone Island, 


occupied by Swing 
Automobile Parts and Repa'r 


Muncie Fair 


grounds destroyed 








Provides 1/3 more protection <J_-==: 


How can a fire hose fold thin and “flat as a pancake,” 


be tough and sturdy? Quaker has the answer—EASY-FOLD 


construction! 


Quaker Modern Municipal Fire Hose folds flatly, handles 
easily, yet it’s a brute for strength. Compact packing allows 
Ys more footage into truck beds, assuring extra protection and 


fighting power. 


Specially-designed looms carefully weave the sturdy cotton 
yarn jackets encasing the tough rubber tube for high resistance 
to bursting, abrasion, severe service. When fire strikes, it pays 
to have dependable Quaker Fire Hose on the job. Take a tip 
from countless cities, communities, and industrial plants that 
rely on Quaker for extra safety, and economy. Better check 
your supply and order some today. Fires won't wait! 


“If there's a way to get it done 


PHILADELPHIA 24, PA 


Quaker will do it’’ 


QUAKER PACIFIC RUBBER CO 





yet | 





FIRE ENGINEERING 


Crescent, Okla.—Graff Hardware Co 
whse. destroyed. 

Portland, Ore.—Jamieson Apts. 

Donora, Pa.—Spragg Apt. bidg. 
business firms and apts., 

Houston, 
damaged. 

Winters, Tex.—One bldg. of C. L. 
Mill destroyed. 

Advance Mills, Va.—Fray’s 


tore and 
damaged 
occupied by five 
destroyed. 
Tex.—Merichem Co., soap mfrs. 
Green Grain 


Mill whse, 


garage 
and workshop, destroyed. 

Logan, W. Va.—Lewis Furniture Co. bidg. de. 
stroyed. United Woolen Co. store, Sportsman's 
Grill, Sampson Home Outfitters Co. and Kroger 
Grocery Co. store damaged. 

Westminster, Mass.—Westminster Hotel de. 


stroyed. Adj. dwelling of Lawrence Smith, dam. 


aged. Oil range in dwelling. — 
Giasgow, Mont.—Hangar, 17 airplanes and con- 
trol tower of Glasgow City County Airport, 


damaged. 
Edgewater, N. 

Chemical Div., 

damaged. 
Montreal, Que. 


J.—Acetic acid bldg. of Genl. 
Allied Chemical & Dye Corp, 


‘Victoria Tire Shop, destroyed. 


Montreal, Que.—Latreille Garage, plastic factory 
and five dwellings, destroyed. 

Montreal, Que.—-Jacques Cartier Normal School 
damaged. 

Rockford, Ill.—Ruth’s Doughnut Shop and adj 
business bldg. damaged. 

Tiptonville, Tenn.—Alex Homra Dept. store de- 
stroyed. Jabbour Dept. Store, Harris Grocery 


and Tipton Pool Room, damaged. 
Midland, Tex.—-Log Cabin Inn, nightclub, dam. 


aged. 

Valley Mills, Tex.—Ranch home of Fred Hall 
destroyed. 

Chicoutimi, Que.—Whse. of Farming Cooperative 


Society destroyed. 

Stewardson, Ill.—Grocery store destroyed Adj. 
restaurant, old hotel bldg., dwelling and Aloma 
Theatre damaged. Overheated stove. 

Asheville, N. C.—The four-story central bldg. of 
Highland hospital for nervous diseases, 
damaged. 

Canton, Ohio—Factory bldg. occupied by Convoy. 
Inc., corrugated box mirs., and Atlas Welded 
Products Co., damaged. 

Union Grove, Wis.—-Finishing 
Mould Co. destroyed. 

Phenix City, Ala.—Russell County 
damaged. 
Conway, Ark. 
Urbana, Il. 


dept of Haas 
Hosiery Mill 


Johnson Bottling Co. destroved, 
Four story flat iron bldg. damaged 


Polo, Ill.—Whse. of Chicago Apparatus Co., a 
school supply firm, damaged. 
Larimore, N Grain elevator and 10,000 


bushels of wheat, 
Charlotte, N. C. 

damaged. 
Zanesville, Ohio 


destroyed. , 

-Armour &°@o. wholesale whse 

Ohio Ferro-Alloys Corp., load- 
ing platform, two freight cars and large blidg., 
destroyed. Kerosene from blowtorch. 

Oklahoma City, Okla.—Champlain 
oil plt. damaged. 

Oklahoma City, Okla.—Tulakes Airport Hangar, 
near Bethany, destroyed. 

Chattanooga, Tenn.—Ramsey Electric Supply Co 
bldg. destroyed. 

Elma, N. Y.—-Feed business and livestock farm 
of Earl T. Keele, Sr., damaged. 


Lubricating 


Montreal, Que.—McVicar Memorial F'resbyterian 
Church destroyed. 
Montreal, Que.—Biological bldg. at McGill Uni- 


versity damaged. 
Preston, Ida.—First Security Bank bldg. and 
Golden Rule Store damaged. Cigarette 
Houlton, Me.—Bldg. occupied by grocery 
market and nine apts., destroyed. 

Parma, Ohio—Business bldg. damaged. 

Toledo, Ohio—Page Dairy Pit. damaged. Am 
monia explosion. 

Ocean City, Md.—Ocean City Boat Service and 
Engine Company bldg. destroyed. 

Camden, Ark.—Drying room of Williams Roofing 
Co. destroyed. 

Putnam, Conn.—Sedar bldg. damaged. 

Van Buren, Me.—Van Buren store of the Great 
Atlantic & Pacific Tea Co. destroyed. 

Port Huron, Mich.—Genl. store and roller skating 
rink, destroyed. 
Englishtown, N. J. 
Cutlery, Ltd., 


super 


Main bldg. of 


Englishtown 
destroyed. 


Ambler, Pa.—Three Tuns Inn destroyed 

Dumas, Tex.—Cactus Ordnance Works, neat 
Etter, damaged. 

Syracuse, N. Y.—Concrete bldg. belonging to the 
Hayman Auto Parts Corp. damaged; giant 


hydraulic press used to flatten junked auto- 
mobiles and other machinery, destroyed 

Little Rock, Ark.—Froperty of Somaco Mfx. Co., 
mfrs. of radio cabinets, destroyed. 

Ottawa, Ont.—Business block damaged. 

St. Agathe, Que.—Three bldgs. destroyed 

Waltham, Mass.—Makaolt plastics plt. of 
lake Chemical Corp., destroyed. 
dust explosion. 

Niles, Mich.—Kerr Hardware destroyed; adj. 
Allendick Clothing Store, Thomas restaurant 
and Woolworth Store damaged. 

Cleveland, Ohio—Plt. of Arco Co. 
damaged. Grinding mill explosion. 

Yorktown, Sask.—Two grain elevators and two 
cars oi grain, Bankend, destroyed. 


Inter- 
Phenol plastic 


paint mifrs., 
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Chicago, Ill—Elevated structure and cars on 
Douglas Park line of Chicago Transit Authority, 
damaged 

North Grafton, Mass.—St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church destroyed. 

Atlantic City, N. J.—Stanley Office Bldg. dam- 

d 

Marhias, N. Y.—Stores and apt. bldgs. of Claude 
Butterfield, R. H. Campbell and Fred Coe, 
Main Street, destroyed. ; 

Cohocton, N. Y.—Larrowe Buckwheat mill 
destroy« 

nis, Ohio Gartner’s Inn, Route 20, destroyed. 
Overheated furnace. 

Paris, Tex..Goree Greenhouses damaged. 

Seattle, Wash.—Pacific Mattress Co. damaged. 
Faulty furnace. 

Hamilton, Ont.—Whse., occupied by Otis Fen 
som, Ltd. and Duro Aluminum Co. damaged. 
Fort Myers, Fla.—Captiva Lodge Hotel, Captiva 
Island, destroyed. 

Baltimore, Md.—Baltimore Paint & Color Works 
Factory, destroyed. 

Boston, Mass.——Crawford House Hotel and night 
club damaged. 

Detroit, Mich.—Paris Laundry, Inc.; damaged 
Stephen, Minn.—Stephen Implement Co. bldg. 
destroyet 

Shelby, Mont.—Salansky bldg., business-apt. Lldg. 
damaged 
Paramus, N. J.—-Nassau Furniture Co., Route 4, 
destroyed 

Toronto, Ont.—National Waste Paper Co 
damaget 
Butlervite, Que.—Quebec Liquor Commission 
store, Tessier genl. store, county health unit, 
a. agronomist’s office, restaurant and 
several dwellings, destroyed. 

Shawbridge, Que.-—Maple Leaf Hotel destroyed. 
Bell, Cal—E. A. Vermere Die Casting Co 
damaged 
Portland, Me.—H. H. Hay Sons, Pharmacists 
bidg. destroyed; James Bailey Sporting Goods 
Co. damaged. 

Boston, Mass.—Cherry Valley Post 5489 Veterans 
of Foreign Wars, damaged. 

North Attleboro, Mass.—Frank M. Miller & Sons 
paper stock baling plt. damaged. Burglars set 


fre 

Grand Rapids, Mich.—Whse. of American Box 
Board Co. destroyed. Spontaneous ignition. 

Gorham, N. H.—Bobbin and toy factory of War- 
ren Percival; Gorham Steam Laundry; barn, 
owned by Sam Nusman; and five dwellings 
destroyed. 

Syracuse, N. Y.—Business-apt. bldg. damazed 
Occupants included rug business of Fred 
Shehadi; Wright Place restaurant ; American 
Home Furnishings Co., appliance stor 

Shawnee, Okla.—Shawnee Senior High School 
damaged 

Charleroi, Pa.—High tension dispatch station of 
West Penn Power Co. destroyed. 

Stephenville, Tex.—George Minter grocery and 
market, Mel’s Cafe and Star Barber Shop, 
damaged. 

Reesville, Wis.—Combination public high and 
grade school destroyed. 

Richland Center, Wis.—Mill and whse. of Keegan 
ros. Corp. destroyed. 

Dover, N. J.—Bldg. occupied by Francine Shop, 
East Dover Field €lub, Dover Allied Bldg. 
Trades Council and offices, damaged. 

Perth Amboy, N. J.—Amboy Builders’ Supply 

damaged. 

Denver, Colo.—Barnes School of Commerce Bldg. 

Mayfield, Ky.—Bldg. occupied by Roberts cafe, 
Lookofsky Shoe Shop and Lookofsky Neon 
Sign Co. damaged. 

Plattsburgh, N. Y.—Store bldg. damaged. 

Benicia, Cal.—Cannery of Benicia Food Products 
Co damaved 

Los Angeles, Cal.-Pine Box & Lumber Co. 
yards, southwest, damaged 

Washington, D C.—Post Exchange blidg of 
Army Medical Center, destroyed 

Lexington, Ky.—Quality Packing Co. pit. dam 


agea 
Chicago, Il.—Brickyard of Material Service Corp. 


damaged 
New Orleans, La.-—_Commander restaurant dam 
aged 


Wichita, Kans.—Plamor night club damaged. 
Paterson, N. J.—Small bail storage bldg. of 
Marcalus Paper Co., East Paterson, damaged 
Rochester, Pa.—Flt. of Venetian Glass Co., 

ochester township, destroyed. Explosion 

Odessa, Tex.—The Morris System Grocery and 
seven other business bldgs. destroyed or dam- 
aged 

Lewisville, N. B.—Theatre destroyed 

Bensenville, Il—Paint and varnish factory of 
Stresen-Reuter, Inc., damaged. 

Picayune, Miss.—La Row Tung nut crushing plt 
destrovec 

Richboro, Pa.—Richboro Consolidated School 
bldg. destroyed. Fourteen classrooms, workshop 
and administration offices also destroyed. 

Paris, Ky.—“Ellerslie” home of Hiram M. Rose 
berry, six miles aw ay, destroyed. 

Grand Rapids, Mich.—Apt. bldg. damaged. Defec 
tive chimney. 

Loweliville, Ohio—Whse. owned by Achille Russo 
occupied by Withers Heating Co., damaged 
Lightning 

Dante, M Main bldg of Dante School 
destrovec 
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For Volume and Pressure 





The other day we overheard a peppery old Fire Chief say: 
want a pump that lets me trade volume for pressure or vice versa — 
like a Hale — it gives me range to fight a bad fire." 


While we liked his enthusiasm — "trade" isn't just the right 
word ... he really means ability to adjust volume and pressure to 
meet a wide range of fire-fighting conditions. In other words, 
flexibility. 


Such flexibility of performance is a notable characteristic of the 
Hale series of multi-service Centrifugal Fire Pumps, operated in Series 
for pressure . . . and in Parallel for volume. 


Specify a Hale Fire pump on your new apparatus and be sure 
of flexible — as well as dependable — performance. 


HALE FIRE PUMP COMPANY 


Conshohocken, Pa. 








GIVE LAZY BATTERIES er 


a Shot i 
in the Arm 


Pe ay 
ar 


with a @) TUNGAR* CHARGER 


Are slow starts spoiling your record for getting to 
fires fast? Maybe your fire truck batteries need ex- 
tra pep—the kind they’ll get from a Tungar charger. 
It’s a heavy-duty rectifier that can charge one 6- 
volt battery at 6 amperes, two 6-volt batteries at 3- 
amperes, or a 12-volt battery at 3 amperes. 

All you have to do is attach clips to the batteries, 
and give them a charge right in the truck. Make the 
charge while the truck is off duty, and watch it take 
off when you need it! 

Ask us for further details. Write to Section A97- 

435, General Electric Co., Bridgeport 2, Conn. 
*Trade-mark Reg. U.S. Pat. Of. 


GENERAL @ ELECTRIC 
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Don't Gamble With Your Fire Pump 
If You Draft Water You Need 


FILTER-FLO 











It's new! 


It's different! 


the new 
FILTER-FLO 


the old way 


Adds years to fire pump life—Eliminates Clogged Hose Nozzles—Keeps Sand 
and Gravel out of your pump—Keeps Weeds and Marine Life out of hose 
lines—Sturdy—Dependable—Attractive—Made of Polished Aluminum. Filters 
the water twice before it can enter the hose—When in a vertical position it 
takes water only from the cleanest part of the stream. 


SHEREN FIRE EQUIPMENT CO. Mason, Mich. 


If your fire equipment dealer cannot supply you order direct. 
Specify size of suction hose and threads per inch. 


FILTER-FLO is the new streamlined liteweight Suction Strainev Filter 












SEND FOR THE AMAZING UNDERWRITERS’ REPORT 


ON THE FYRFYTER FE NWSTANT 


THE “LOADED STREAM" EXTINGUISHER WITH 


6 BIG ADVANTAGES 


This is the extinguisher with patented Karbaloy 
charge, a special chemical that not only quenches 
but fireproofs as well. It kills fire faster, helps pre- 
vent reignition, operates efficiently at -40° F. 

The INSTANT is recommended for both Class A and 
B fires, a feature you get in no other liquid ex- 
tinguisher. It throws a long stream—requires no 
annual recharge—operates by tapping the plunger. 
Write for details, including a summary of the 
Underwriters’ report. 


THE FYR-FYTER COMPANY 


—— DEPT. 101-40, DAYTON 1, OHIO 
LITERATURE AVAILABLE ON ALL FYR-FYTER MODELS 
i) Se my Tt 





——— ot 


| Fyr-Fyter 
Pyr-Fyter Fyr-Fyter Fyr-Fyter Fyr-Fyter 
ENGINES PUMP TANK FOAM CO, © SODA-AcID VAT RREING 
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Persons in the Rows 
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E. 1. Cox Named Chief at Milford 


Asst. Chief Ernest I. Cox, Acting Chiet 
of the Milford, Conn., Fire Department 
since the death on January 25, of Chief 
Lewis F. Stowe, was named Chief of 
Department by the Board of Fire Com. 
| missioners on February 25. 

Chief Cox became a fireman in 1917, 
when he joined the Devon Hose Com. 




















pany volunteers, and prior to his appoint- 
ment to the paid department, November 
15, 1923, he headed the Devon Company 
as Captain for two years. 

His elevation to the post of Assistant 
Chief came July 1, 1924. When the new 
Milford Fire Headquarters on New 
Haven Avenue was completed in 1929, 
Chief Cox became Drillmaster and 
headed the school to train Milford fire- 
men in the early 1930's. 

Named a State Drillmaster, Chief Cox 
was one of the organizers of the Con- 
necticut State Drillmasters’ Association 
and served as its first Secretary. At the 
outbreak of World War II, he was one 
of those who collaborated in compiling 
the textbooks and outlining the training 
system for the state’s auxiliary firemen. 
He is a member of the Connecticut State 
Firemen’s Association and the Connecti- 
cut Fire Chief’s Association. 

Tom MAGNER 


Porter Mele Chief of ‘Marshfield 


R. A. Porter, for seven years chief 
of the Portage (Wis.) Fire Department 
and for five and a half years before 
that, Chief at the Badger Ordnance 
Works, Baraboo, Wis., was appointed to 
head the Fire Department of Marshfield, 
Wis., beginning the end of February. 
His selection by the Fire and Police 
Commission of the community followed 
a decision to reorganize the city’s part- 
paid and volunteer department toward 
the ultimate goal of a full-time paid de- 
partment to comply with the State laws. 

Chief Porter is known to FIRE 
ENGINEERING’S readers for his numerous 
editorial contributions. After leaving the 
University of Wisconsin, “Rod” Porter 
served as advertising manager on 4 
Portage newspaper. He took a special 
training course with the Chicago Fire 


We shall appreciate your mentioning Firr ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 
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Department, and holds a certificate from 
the International City Managers Insti- 
tute for training in municipal admin- 
istration. He has attended the Fire De- 
partment Instructors Conference in 
Memphis and the Pump Operators 
School for the South Central Wisconsin 
Firemen’s Assn. He is an active member 
of the International Association of Fire 
Chiefs. 





Chief Fred Pimental Honored 


Friends of Fire Chief Fred Pimental, | 


of the Albany, Calif., Fire Department, 
surprised him with a testimonial dinner 
in February in honor of his 20th anni- 
versary as an Albany fireman. The din- 
ner was sponsored by the Albany Junior 
Chamber of Commerce. The Chief was 
presented a number of gifts and was 
paid tribute by many prominent guests 
including Chiefs Meinheit of Berkeley; 
Sandy of Piedmont; Burke of Oakland; 
Schmidt and retired chief Cooper of 
Richmond; Lane of Alameda; Johnson, 
Kensington; Burnett, El Cerrito; Mello, 
San Pueblo; Whitaker, San Leandro. 
Jay Stevens, National Board of Fire 
Underwriters, and Loren Bush, Pacific 
Board of Fire Underwriters and others 
connected with the fire service also paid 
tribute. 

Chief Pimental attained his present 
rank in 1944. He is a member of the 
International Association of Fire Chiefs 
and Pacific Coast Inter-Mountain Asso- 
ciation of Fire Chiefs; and the Northern 
California Fire Chiefs Association and 
Alameda County Fire Chiefs and Fire- 
men’s Association. Victor BARTLEY 





Asst. Chief R. hon Retires 


After serving the Rockford, IIl., fire 
department for 35 years without a single 
day off for sickness, First Assistant Chief 
Ralph Lund, 62, retired March 22. 

Lund is the last of three veteran chiefs 
who had spent 35 or more years with 
the Rockford department. Assistant 
Chief Charles E. Strom died in Novem- 
ber, 1946, while still on active duty. Fire 
Chief Thomas D. Blake died last year 
after retiring on Nov. 1, 1946. 

Lund had been assistant. chief since 
March 24, 1942. He served as acting chief 
until the present department head, 
Wayne E. Swanson, was appointed Jan. 
8, 1947. Lund will be succeeded by Capt. 
William N. Weir. B. J. Garson 


Moie Cook Dead 


Moie Cook, former member of the 
Indiana Public Service Commission, 
died on February 27. He served for five 
years as President of the Logansport 
Chamber of Commerce. Since 1944, he 
nas headed the Kain Motor Service, Inc. 
He was formerly associated with the 
Boyer Fire Apparatus Co. 








Harry E. Hewson Dead 


Harry E. Hewson, field engineer of 
The Seagrave Corporation, died sud- 
denly on March 2nd. Death was due to 
a heart attack. He had worked at the 
factory in the morning but quit at noon 
to go to a hospital where his father was 
to undergo an operation. His death oc- 
curred at the hospital in his father’s 
room. 

Besides his father, Mr. Hewson is 
survived by his wife, Mrs. Kathryn R. 
Hewson and two daughters. 
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ELKHART 


DEPENDABLE EQUIPMENT FOR 
EVERY FIRE DEPARTMENT NEED 





Do not buy equipment without first 
consulting the Elkhart catalog. Let 
it be your guide to quality products. 


PARTIAL LIST OF ELKHART PRODUCTS 


Leader line sets + Hose pipes - Playpipes 
and holders + Spanners + Nozzles of all 
kinds - Axes + Couplings +« Shut-off Noz- 
zles - Extinguishers - Hose clamps « Fire 
hose test pump + Fire hose couplings « 
Hydrant gates + Pump valves. 


ELKHART BRASS MANUFACTURING CO., Inc. 


ELKHART, INDIANA 
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Recent Installation of Boyer on White Model 20 


YER t f 
OO eke = nee voltae Quali 


NEW Modernized Fire Fighting Apparatus embodying the 
famous Hale Pump is now being produced by the OLD Boyer 
Organization. 

Write, wire, or phone your specifications and our staff will 
appreciate working with you. New illustrated broadside now 
available. Write for a copy— 


H. O. DeBoer and Associates 


National Sales Distributors * Lombard, Ill. 





Kindly mention Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 










































































We shall appreciate your mentioning Fire ENGINEERING when 














writing advertisers 


A 
266 
FIRE ENGINEERING for APRIL, 
M. W. Rayens Dead man, sto 
“All American Choice” Michael W. Rayens, of 210 West 70th JANESVILLE QUALITY foreman. 
Street, New York, died April 1, in the charge 0! 
& Spellman Pavilion of St. Vincent’s Hos- TURN OUT CLOTHIN ag only 
pital, where he had been a patient since G ain. He |2 
March 14. Death was due to compli- system. 
cations Retiring 
Made by in Mr. Rayens was Vice President of the presented 
pioneers nozsle | ADT Protection Service, at 155 Sixth Mayor co 
manufacture | Avenue. His entire business life was meeeons 
| associated with telegraph and fire alarm Parker. 
- ; systems. He was born in Mt. Mellick, 
: County Leix, Ireland, 85 years ago, and 
| came to America at the age of 7. In his 
| teens, he went to work as a messenger News 
boy for the Western Union Telegraph ( 
| Company, successively rising to Tele- { 
graph Operator, Station Manager, Dis- Pyrene 
| trict Manager, and General Superinten- 
| dent in 1896, It was in that year that he | 
conceived the notion of putting the In a } 
| messenger boys in uniform. One of his | the Pyre 
proudest possessions, which adorns the | March 8 
: wall of his office, is a huge photograph | million © 
7 | of the first 300 uniformed messenger | An elu 
: boys each with a bicycle in front of the| the exting 
; | Sub-Treasury in Wall Street. by an ¢ 
: Mr. Rayens was very fire-protection | Our turnout suits are giving excellent damaged 
; minded, and he attended most of the | satisfaction in most of the large fire uishers a 
5 | Fire Chiefs’ Conventions. He never departments throughout the U. S. and m ume, 
, | failed to remind anyone that the U. S.| exacting 
| Navy cancelled the contract for the| THERE MUST BE A REASON WHY research 
: | N V i N C | 8 L E | direct fire alarm telegraph box connec- | SO MANY FIREMEN INSIST ON to the d 
.. tion on the bridge of the French luxury | JANESVILLE QUALITY _ : 
. Fs liner “Normandie” two days before the . aaeaen street o 
: NOZZLE s | fire of February 9, 1942, which destroyed | NOW AVAILABLE — 
| that ship. We can now supply old e % Au 
| F. N. McINTIRE BRASS WORKS Mr. Rayens was president of the New| Length and ieee Lenath pelt teat vaporizit 
Successors to A. J. Morse & Son, Inc. York Chapter of the Morse Telegraph | Firemen's Boots. quart ar 
Club of America; treasurer of the New ception 
a meee. | York County Democratic Committee; JANESVILLE APPAREL CO. They 
| Foreman of the Third Panel of the JANESVILLE, WIS. age of tl 
| Sheriff's Jury of New York County; by Pyre 
— — | Almoner of the Friendly Sons of St. tablishec 
| Patrick; Wiskinkie of the Society of Georg 
ih | Tammany, or Columbia Order; member dent, st 
a of the Irish Historical Society; and uishers 
: | charter member of New York Lodge possible 
|| FIRE HOSE DRYER | *'#"?"S"si. i 
- were m 
1 | metres | id th 
| e é 
' | Ralph Conder Dies Mr. 
i Funeral services for Ralph E. Conder, their e: 
4 advertising manager of Boston Woven are in 
ri Hose & Rubber Company, were held among 
. | February 20, 1948, at Cambridge, Mass. the pla 
: } Mr. Conder was associated with this Manufa 
+ company for 42 years and was nation- RX, N 
! ally known in the advertising and N. J. 
. mechanical rubber goods field. Home Since 
| economists and members of the Depart- number 
: ment of Agriculture remember him in Mr. B 
© } connection with his introduction of returne 
| Good Luck Jar Rings, several years and re 
ago. Pyrene 
H | fills) 
‘ to Jan 
G. C. Cooley Dead Protects adie 
shit 
George C, Cooley, 94, retired Supt. a. .~* to ano 
of be electrical systems in the Police sparks, , ound 
and Fire Departments at New Britain, Newal 
WRITE FOR FREE BOOKLET | Conn., died in that city on March 22, A oan The 
New 24 page booklet shows illustrations and native of Germantown, Pa., Mr. Cooley water. cher 
plans of smart, new, functionally designed fire came to New Britain at the age of 16 chentente with f 
stations—made possible only because Circul-Air years and entered the employ of the etc ‘ replac 
is compact and has proven to be the most ef- Stanley Rule and Level Company where 3 
ficient drying method ever used. Your free copy he worked for 26 years. . 
is available. He became interested in the electrical S A 7 T | = S y | 7 [ p 
2 ey at an ney age, mastering it, on o> Sea Gh fcr fe In 
without ever working at the trade, suffi- SS. NO steerer. © sensations! new saiy Marc! 
m (iRcu CORPORATION | ciently to be placed in charge of the| Busily atteched to any helmet "Cryetal-cleas, shet- Direc 
New Britain alarm system on July 1,| ter-proof, fog-proof, war-tested. Write NOW for New 
1876. name of your nearest distributor! Distributor Delar 
575 East Milwaukee St. During his 55 years of service with ig oy ey yng - iy . ares roneo 
DETROIT 2 MICHIGAN | the Department he was ladderman, hose-| — "°° scanciilianaeinnadllll Char! 
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man, stoker, engineer and assistant 
foreman. At the time Mr. Cooley took 
charge of the fire alarm system, there 
were only 19 alarm boxes in New Brit- 
ain, He later took over the police signal 
system. 

“Retiring on December 8, 1931, he was 
presented with a gold badge by the then 
Mayor George Quigley, and Fire Com- 
missioners Emil Hjerpe and Edwin A. 
Parker. 

Tom MacGnre 





News of the Manufacturers 


(Continued from page 241) 


Pyrene Company Recalls 500,000 
Extinguishers 
In a frank statement to the public, 
the Pyrene Manufacturing Company on 
March 8, called in more than half a 
million of its hand fire extinguishers. 
An elusive and persistent corrosive in 
the extinguisher fluid, supplied to Pyrene 
by an outside manufacturer, severely 
damaged some of the recalled exting- 
uishers and would probably affect others 
in time, explained the company. Most 
exacting of company tests and extensive 
research by its consultants gave no clue 
to the destructive element. 
In a chase down an unsuspected side 
street of chemistry, the agent was finally 
discovered and the trouble remedied. 
All extinguishers recalled are of the 
vaporizing liquid pump type. They are 
quart and 1% quart sizes with the ex- 
ception of a small number of pint size. 
They represent only a small percent- 
age of the millions of extinguishers made 
by Pyrene since the company was es- 
tablished in 1907. 
George H. Boucher, Pyrene vice-presi- 
dent, stated that the recalled exting- 
uishers would be replaced as rapidly as 
possible. 
He said the recalled extinguishers 
were mostly in industry and commerce 
and that probably only from 15,000 to 
25,000 were in private homes. 
Mr. Boucher asked owners to examine 
their extinguishers closely and if they 
are in the affected groups and not 
among the exceptions to return them to 
the place of purchase or to the Pyrene 
Manufacturing Company, Department 
RX, No. 10 Empire Street, Newark 5, 
N. J. 
Since there are no identifying serial 
numbers on Pyrene 1-pint extinguishers, 
Mr. Boucher requested that these be 
returned to the above address for testing 
and replacement if necessary. Also, all 
Pyrene Fire Extinguisher Liquid (re- 
fills) purchased from any source prior 
to January 1, 1948, should be returned 
for replacement. But the refills should 
be shipped on a separate bill of lading 
to another Pyrene Manufacturing Com- 
pany address, 560 Belmont Avenue, 
Newark 8, N. J. 
The returned extinguishers, Mr. Bou- 
cher said, would be repaired, refilled 
with proper liquid and sent out again as 
replacement. 





Correction 


In Photo No. 12 on Page 173 of the 
March issue of FrrE ENGINEERING, of the 
Directors’ Meeting of the I. A. F. C. in 
New York, Chief and Mrs. Charles A. 


Delaney of Lakewood, Ohio, were er- 
foneously listed as Chief and Mrs. 
Charles A. McGinley. 





Kindly 
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“CENTRAL” HAS A RECORD 
FOR DEPENDABILITY 





500 G.P.M. Triple Combination E 


+ Ww. tor 


cial Chassis. 


on C 





4437 MANCHESTER 





FROM THE SMALLEST TRUCK TO THE LARGEST 
CUSTOM BUILT PUMPER—CENTRAL DESIGN AND 
CONSTRUCTION LEADS THE FIRE APPARATUS FIELD 


CENTRAL FIRE TRUCK CORPORATION 


Write for our new 62-page catalog 


ST. LOUIS 10, MO. 











ANOTHER BARTON-AMERICAN EXCLUSIVE 


— Duplex-Multistage, Centrifugal, Midship Mounted — 






for Work 








AMERICAN - MARSH 


PUMPS, INCORPORATED 
BATTLE CREEK, MICHIGAN 








IMPORTANT FEATURES 


1. First Duplex-Multistage Pump de- 
veloped for fire-fighting purposes. 
2. The only fire pump with THREE 
distinct operating characteristics — 
other two stage pumps have only 
two operating characteristics. 3. 
Two independent pumps — break- 
down of one pump still leaves one 
4. Heavy construction 
for high pressure “fog” service. 


in service. 
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BE -— 
PROTECTED 





AGAINST 
POWER FAILURE! 


FAIRBANKS-MORSE 
GENERATING PLANTS 


When so much depends upon continu- 
ous power and light service, why chance 
failure? Install a Fairbanks-Morse gen- 
erating plant! These performance-proved 
units will provide dependable service 
even under maximum power demand 
over a long period. A.C. and D.C. types; 
remote and automatic starting. Capacities 
from 350 to 35,000 watts. Send today 
for folder ADB-400. Fairbanks, Morse 
& Co., Chicago 5, Illinois. 


FAIRBANKS-MORSE 


Ya name worth remembering 


SiN LOCOMOTIVES « DLESEL ENGINES + STOERS + SCALES + MOTORS « Genteatons 
PUMPS + RALEOAD MOTOR CARS ond STANDPIPES © FARM EQUIPMENT + MAGNETOS 














for fast action! 


When the difference between 
life and death, minor loss and 
complete destruction hangs on 
how quickly a fire hose can be 
handled, experienced fire fight- 
ers rely on Hewitt Fire Hose. 

They’ ve been doing so for more 
than three-quarters of a cen- 
tury. That’s because its scien- 
tifically controlled construction 
assures lightness and flexibili- 
ty. More, it assures high burst- 
resistance and extra durability. 
Find out how Hewitt Fire Hose 
can help you. Write for details. 


HEWITT RUBBER DIVISION 





HEWITT-ROBINS 
INCORPORATED 

240 KENSINGTON AVE. 

BUFFALO 5. NEW YORK 











| 
| 
| 





Questions and Answers 
(Continued from page 254) 


to “velocity head plus hydrostatic head” 
then the answer is “false.” Otherwise, 
it is “true.” 

4. False. 

5. False. 

6. False. 

7. False (technically). The presence 
of smoke particles in the atmosphere re- 
sults in the absorption of a small amount 
of the radiated heat. Practically, —~ 
amount of absorption is very small, 
that the question might be pene Mie 
“true” without too great error. 

8. True. 

9. False. The lateral is not part of the 
hydrant, but rather the connecting pipe 
between the main and the hydrant. 


10. True. John R. Freeman’s design 
of a standard nozzle is equally satis- 
factory for all pressures commonly 


used. 





Relay Layout 
To the Editor: 


What would be the required engine 
pressure for two engines placed in 
relay ; the first has a rated capacity of 
1,000 gallons and is connected to a 
hydrant on a 6-inch main showing ap- 
proximately 60 pounds static pres- 
sure. This engine pumps through 
1,050 feet of 24-inch hose to the sec- 
ond engine. 

There are two 214-inch lines from 
the second engine which has a rated 
capacity of 750 gallons. One line is 
400 feet long and equipped with a 
l-inch nozzle tip. The other line is 
550 feet long and also has a 1-inch 
nozzle tip. 


A.B. 
Answer: We will assume that the 
pumper is of the Class A type, 1,000 


gallons per minute, and that it therefore 
should deliver 50% of rated capacity at 

250 pounds. 

Using this pressure, at Engine No. 1, 
we calculate the flow which it can de- 
liver to Engine No. 2 through a 1.050- 
foot line of 24-inch hose. 

Assume that 10 pounds inlet pressure 
is needed at Engine No. 2. 

Then the friction loss in the 1,050-foot 
line will be 250 — 10, or 240 pounds 

The friction loss per hundred feet will 
be 240+ 10.5, or 22.85 pounds. 

Using the formula for finding the 
quantity flowing where the friction loss 
is known, we have: 

QO = 4% V2FL — 0.25 

The friction loss = 22.85 

Two times the friction loss 

Then Q = 4 V/45.70 —0.5 

= (% x 6.76) —0.25 
= 3.38 — 0.25 
= 3.13 

The flow will then be 3.13 hundreds 
of gallons, or 313 gallons per minute. 

Checking by table, we find the friction 
loss per hundred feet at 313 gallons per 
minute is 22.89 pounds, which checks 
closely with the calculated value. 

Thus Engine No. 1 is supplying, to 
Engine No. 2, 313 gallons per minute. 

This quantity of water will be dis- 
charged through two lines of hose, one 
400 feet in length and the other 550 feet 


= 45.70 
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BISHINGER-KOEHLER 
INHALATORS 


have been in use 25 years. 


Approved by the American 
Gas Association and ac- 
cepted by the Council on 
Physical Therapy of the 
American Medical Associa- 


tion. 
® 
Send for literature. 


BISHINGER-KOEHLER 
MANUFACTURING CO., 


Inc. 


7840 Kelly Street, Pittsburgh 21, Pa. 
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FIREMEN’S 
UNIFORMS 











BADGES 
CAPS 
INSIGNIA 


Manufacturers 
of uniforms 
for over 
50 years 


Official Makers of 
Uniforms for New 
York City Fire Dept. 
and Serving Other 
Departments From 
Coast to Coast. 








RUSSELL UNIFORM CO. 


1600 Broadway, New York 19, 
Write for 








Fire Dept. catalog No. G-57 
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in length, each line having a 1-inch 
nozzle. : 

By trial and error we find that the 
pressure at Engine No. 2 will be in the 
neighborho« d of 60 pounds. — 

Using this pressure, we find nozzle 


pressure = = 60+ (1.14 KL) 
60 + (1.1 + .105 x 8) 
= 30. 9 pounds. 

The disc harge through the 400-ft. 
fine will then be 29.7 x 1x1 x V30.9= 
165 gallons per minute. 

Solving for the 550-foot line, using the 
same engine pressure, — namely, 60 
pounds, nozzle pressure = = 60 + (1.1 + 
03 x 11) 

= 26.7 pounds 
29.7x1x1x V26.7 
153 gallons per min. 

Then the flow from the two nozzles 
will be 165 + 153, or 318 gallons per 
close 


The discharge = 


minute, which tallies sufficiently 

to the total flow of 313 gallons per 
minute as indicated earlier in the 
solution. 

Thus the pressure at the second 


engine will be approximately 60 pounds 
per square inch. 








Prince Albert, Sask. Report 

Fire Chief J. Becotte, reporting for 
the City of Prince Albert, Sask. Fire 
Department for the year ending Decem- 


vr 31, 1947, shows there were 376 
alarms during the period against 353 
for the year previous. Losses were 
sharply up, largely due to the St. Pat- 


rick’s Orphanage fire in which one 
Sister and six children lost their lives. 
One Sister was injured and a Brother 
burned. Property damage in this fire 
was $70,000. Total fire loss for the year 
amounted to $78,768.21. 

* * * 


Charlotte, N. C., Fire Report 


The Annual Report of the Charlotte 
Fire Department for the year 1947, W. 
H. Palmer, Chief, tells the compre- 








hensive story of the department, its set- 
up, Operations and activities; the fire 
losses, and concludes with Chief Palm- 
ers recommendations, which call for 
thirty more men; 
cers, and creation of the office of 
Deputy Chief. The department recently 
instituted a firemen’s retirement system. 
In 1947 there were 1,681 alarms; fire 
losses were $583,245.00. The department 
has three two-way radio units and seven 
station house receivers and one _ head- 
quarters transmitter in operation. Four 
new units are being added. More than 
23,000 radio messages were cleared by 


the police radio system (to which the 
fire department system is at present 
hooked). 


* * * 

Wichita Frie Division Reports for 1947 

Chief C. W. Brown reports for the 
Wichita, Kans. Fire Division on the 
fers activities. During 1947, there were 
1856 alarms received, 41 being false and 
176 out-of- -city calls. Property loss was 
over twice that of the year preceding, a 
total of $417,935, or $2.72 per capita. 
Much of the loss, however, was due to 
a single fire. The department traveled 


WSO | miles during the year. Chief 
town’s report devotes considerable 
space to fire prevention work and 
training. 





two cars for chief offi- | 
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@ Hardie pumps are rugged, amply 
strong, and fully lubricated in each 
and every part including plungers 
and cups. 


@ The Hardie Imperial LCXA Pump 
delivers 60 gallons per minute at 
800 P.S.I. at 130 R.P.M. 


@ The Hardie Imperial XCXX Pump 
delivers 35 gallons per minute at 
800 P.S.I. at 118 R.P.M. 


UMPS anp roc GUNS 
ire Fighters 


@ You get constant, continuous, 
sustained high pressure and 
volume with a Hardie pump in 
your Fog Fire Fighter. The 
pump maintains its rated pres- 
sure and volume easily and 
smoothly for any length of 
time. The Hardie Fog Gun 
enables you to change from 
fog, to intermediate, to a hard 
driving, smashing stream by a 
mere pressure of the fingers. 
Find out about—specify— 
Hardie Pumps and Fog Guns 
which are standard equipment 
in Fog Fire Trucks built by 
many leading fire equipment 
manufacturers. Write for data. 


THE HARDIE MFG. COMPANY 
Los Angeles 11, Calif. » Hudson, Mich « Portland 9, Oregon 
Export Dept. — Detroit 26 
Canadian Office — Clarence W. Lewis & Son Ltd. — Grimsby, Ont. 















STERLING 
MODEL "M" 
GENERAL 
ALARM 


A NAME YOU CAN DEPEND ON 


An absolutely dependable, tried and proven siren for communities of all 
sizes. Loud, clear, simple to install and no maintenance to bother with. 


Embodying the “know how" 


of the oldest and largest makers of siren 


signals in the fire field. Write for descriptive literature and list of towns 


using the model "M.”" Also . 
Apparatus Sirens. 


. Manufacturers of a Complete Line of 


STERLING SIREN FIRE ALARM CO., Inc. 


55 Allen Street, Rochester, New York 





Kindly mention Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 
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BAR-WAY 


HOSE COUPLINGS 


U. & PATENT 


for 
HIGH PRESSURE 


FOG lines 


Approved By 
UNDERWRITERS LABORATORIES 


Streamlined 
Full Flow 
High "ressure 
Accurately Machined 
Internal Expansion 
Remountable 


“ON THE ENDS—IN THE END” 


IT'S BAR-WAYS 


BAR-WAY MFG. CO. 


STAMFORD © CONNECTICUT 











Operate 
@ LIGHTS 
e TOOLS 
@ PUMPS 
@ BLOWERS 


Ready 
Plants provide dependable power for 


for instant use, Onan Electric 
floodlights and tools anytime—any- 
where. These lightweight plants are 
easily carried into trouble areas: com- 
pact enough to fit into small space for 
truck installations. Portable models 
available in capacities from 350 to 5,000 
watts, powered by one and two-cylinder, 
4-cycle air-cooled engines. 


ONAN ELECTRIC PLANTS-—A.C. 
350 to 35,000 watts in standard voltages 


and frequencies; D.C. 600 to 15,000 
watts, 115 and 230 volts Battery 
chargers 500 to 6,000 watts, 6, 12, 
24, 32 and 115 volts. 


Piant shown is Model 15 DL-14 
1500 wotts, 115-volt 0.C 


D. W. ONAN & SONS INC. 


4532 Royal Ave.,Mi is 5,Minn 


ONAN ELECTRIC PLANTS 


















April 25—FLORIDA STATE FIRE CHIEFS’ 
ASSOCIATION. Annual meeting, Daytona 
Beach, Fla. Secretary, Deputy Chief J. B. 


Chancey, c/o Fire Headquarters, Jacksonville, 
Fla 


April 26-28—-FLORIDA STATE FIREMEN’S 
ASSOCIATION. Annual meeting, Daytona 
Beach, Fla. Secretary, Chief E. J. Langley, 


Florida State Hospital, Chattahoochee, Fla. 

April 26-30 ARSON INVESTIGATORS’ 
TRAINING COURSE, Annual meeting, Pur- 
due University, Lafayette, Ind. Director, Pro- 
fessor J. L. Lingo, Public Safety Institute, 
Purdue University, Lafayette, Ind. 

April 27-29--NEBRASKA STATE FIRE 
SCHOOL. Annual meeting, Grand Island, Neb 
Director, J ‘etters, Asst. Supervisor, State 
Vocational Educational Department, Lincoln, 

eb 

May 3-5—~NORTHWEST FIRE SCHOOL. An 
nual meeting, Auditorium of State Office Build 
ing, Saint Paul, Minn. Director, Leonard C 
Lund, Deputy Commissioner, Fire Marshal 
Division, State Office Building, Saint Paul 1, 
Minn. 

May 6-8—KANSAS STATE FIREMEN’S ASSO 
CIATION and KANSAS STATE ASSOCIA 
TION OF FIRE CHIEFS. Annual meeting, 
Hays, Kans. Secretary, Kansas State Firemen’s 
Association, Loren R. Bass, Topeka Fire De 
partment, Topeka, Kans 

May 14-16 NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

> CHIEFS ASSOCIATION. Annual 
meeting, Sieglers Springs, Lake County, Cal. 
Secretary, Chief Thomas M. Lane, Fire Head- 
quarters, Alameda, Cal. 

May 17-21-—-DOMINION FIRE PREVEN 
TION ASSOCIATION and the ASSOCIA- 
TION OF FIRE MARSHALS. Annual meet- 
ing, Admiral Beatty Hotel, Saint John, New 
Brunswick. For details write to W. Clair- 
mont, Dominion Fire Commissioner, Ottawa, 
On 


May 
meeting, Iowa State College, Ames, Ia. Direc 
tor, R. C. Byrus, Fire Protection Engineer, 


Iowa State College, Ames, la. 

May 24-26—TENNESSEE FIREMEN’S ASSO 
CIATION. Annual meeting, Dyersburg, Tenn 
Secretary-Treasurer, Chief Geisler, Fire 
Headquarters, Johnson City, Tenn. 

May 28-29-SOUTHEASTERN ASSOCIATION 

FIRE CHIEFS. Annual meeting. Mobile, 


Ala. Secretary-Treasurer, Chief Walter W 
Stephen, Box 94, Anniston, Ala 
June 1-4-INDIANA STATE FIRE SCHOOL 


Annual meeting, Purdue University, Lafayette 
Ind. For particulars, contact Robert F. Hamm. 
Director Fireman Training, Indiana Rating 
Bureau, 320 North Meridian Street, Indianapolis 
9, Ind 
June 3-5—OREGON 
ASSOCIATION 
FIRE 


STATE FIRE CHIEFS 

and OREGON STATE 

FIGHTERS ASSOCIATION. Joint 
meeting, Baker, Ore. For information write to 
Assistant Chief Hugh B. Damon, Baker Fire 
Department, Baker, Ore / 

June 7-9--MISSOURI VALLEY ASSOCIA 
TION OF FIRE CIEFS. Annual meeting, Des 
Moines, la. Secretary-Treasurer, Chief Ray 
Tiller, Fire Headquarters, Waterloo, Ia. 

June 14-19--ALABAMA FIRE SCHOOL. An 
nual meeting, University of Alabama, Tusca 
loosa, Ala. Secretary, Alabama State Firemen’s 
Association, G. E. Crossett, 1915-7th Avenue, 
North, Birmingham, Ala. 

June 16-NORTWESTERN OHIO VOLUNTEER 
FIREMEN’S ASSOCIATION. Annual meeting, 
Bryan, Ohio. Secretary, Earl Campbell, c/o 
Fire Department, Napoleon, Ohio. 


June 17-19—-EASTERN ASSOCIATION OF 
FIRE CHIEFS. Annual meeting, Jamestown, 
N. Y. Secretary, Chief Charles E. Clark, Box 


71 


271, Wayne, Pa 

June 17-19—-HUDSON VALLEY VOLUN. 
TEER FIREMEN’S ASSOCIATION. An- 
nual meeting, Hudson, N F Secretary, 
Charles M ales, 92 Clove Avenue, Haver- 
straw, New York. 

June 22-24—NEW ENGLAND ASSOCIATION 
OF FIRE CHIEFS. Annual meeting, Went 
worth-by-the-Sea, Portsmouth, N. H. Secretary 


Treasurer, Chief John W. O’Hearn, 22 Mt 
Auburn Street, Watertown, Mass. 

June 23-25—-MARYLAND STATE FIRE 
MEN’S ASSOCIATION. Annual meeting, 


Ocean City, Md. Secretary, B. R. Benson III, 
303 Bosley Avenue, Towson 4, Md. 

July 5-July 30—ANNUAL SHORT COURSE, 
OKLAHOMA FIRE COLLEGE, 
every Monday, Campus Fire Station, Oklahoma 
A. & M. College. Director, Fred W. Heisler, 
Oklahoma Fire College, Oklahoma A. & M. 
College, Stillwater, Oklahoma 

July 22-24—ASSOCIATION FOR FORMER 
U. S. NAVY, COAST GUARD and MARINE 
CORPS FIGHTERS. Annual meeting, Kanka 
kee, Ill Secretary-Treasurer, William J 
Mignery, R. No. 5, Elkhart, Ind 


t | 
18-21—IOWA FIRE SCHOOL. Annual 
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FIRE ENGINEERING 
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fa the Fire Service— 


THERE’S 


NOTHING 


“JUST AS GOOD” 


The fire service prides itself on 
buying “the best,” everytime, 
INSIST on ATLAS — everytime — 
and you'll get the best life net! 


ATLAS LIFE NETS 








ATLAS SAFETY EQUIPMENT 
Co. INC. 
27 WARREN ST. NEW YORK 7, WN. Y. 














Wentworth Fireman Caps are made of the 
Highest Quality Standard Materials avail- 
able. They are made in all the New and 
Standard styles by the Best Skilled Unica 
Craftsmen. Over 50 years of experience 
and skilled workmanship guarantees you 
AMERICA’S GREATEST CAP VALUE in all 
WENTWORTH FIREMAN CAPS. 

Write direct for latest circular and prices 

or see your local dealer. 


AMERICA’S UNIFORM CAP 
HEADQUARTERS 








We shall appreciate your mentioning Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 
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July_26- a WEST VIRGINIA STATE FIRE 
SCHO Annual meeting, West Virginia 
_. Morgantown, W. Va. Director, R. 
E. Hanna, Jr., Fire Service Extension School, 
School of Mines, _ Virginia University, 

Morgantown, W. : a a = bs 

July 27-30- DOMINION ASSOCIATION OF 
Jay E CHIEFS. Annual meeting, Lethbridge, 
Alta. Secretary- Le sag Chief Allan H 
Clark, Fire Hendquervere Lakefield, Ont. 

Ang. 2-3—WIS NSIN PAID FIREMEN’S 
M.S ATION. Annual meeting, Madison, 
Wis. Secretary- het gy John Kromel, 717- 
36th Street, Kenosha, W 
Aug. 2-6—SOU THWESTE "RN ASSOCIATION 
OF FIRE CHIEFS. Annual meeting, New 
Orleans, La. Secretary-Treasurer, Chief G. R. 
McAlpine, Fire Headquarters, Oklahoma City, 
Okla. 

Aug. 2-6—PENNSYLVANIA FIRE SCHOOL 
Annual meeting, Lewistown, Pa. Director, 
Edgar A. Spotz, Adviser, Fire Service Train 
ing, Public Service Institute, Harrisburg, Pa. 

Aug. 16-20-FLORIDA STATE FIRE COL- 
LEGE. First of two sessions, Ocala, Fla. Co- 
ordinator, J. P. Britton, Florida Fire College, 
Ocala, Fla 
\ug. 17—FIREMEN’S ASSOCIATION OF 
THE STATE OF NEW YORK. Annual meet- 
ing, Rome, N. Y. Secretary, — % M. Braun, 
4025 Main Street, Buffalo 21, N 
Aug. 21 BALTIMORE COUNTY VOLUN- 
TEER FIREMEN’S ASSOCIATION. Annual 
meeting, Lansdowne, Md. Secretary, W imiam 
A. Chenoweth, Milford Mill Road, Pikesville 8, 


Md 

Aug. 23-27-—-FLORIDA STATE FIRE COL- 
LEGE. Second session, Ocala, Fla. Coordinator, 
J. P. Britton, Florida Fire College, Ocala, Fla. 

Sept. 7-9—KENTUCKY FIREMEN’S ASSO- 
CIATION p data” meeting, Bowling Green, 
Ky. Secretary, V. A. Beam, 818 Sutcliffe Ave 
nue, Louisville, Ky 

Sept. 13-17-—-INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIA. 
TION OF FIRE FIGHTERS. Annual meet- 
ing, Houston, Tex. Secretary-Treasurer, George 
J. Richardson, A. F. of L. Building, Wash- 
ington, D 

Sept. 23-25 INDIANA FIRE CHIEFS ASSOCI- 
ATION Annual meeting, Richmond, Ind. 
Secretary. Robert F. Hamm, Indiana Rating 
Bureau, 320 North Meridian Street, Indianap- 
olis 9, Ind. 

Oct. 4-7—INTERNATIONAL MUNICIPAL 
SIGNAL ASSOCIATION. Annual meeting, 
Buffalo, N. Y. Secretary, Irvin Shulsinger, 11 
West 42nd Street. New York 18, N. Y. 

Oct. 31-Nov. 3—PACIFIC COAST-INTER 
MOUNTAIN ASSOCIATION OF FIRE 
CHIEFS. Annual meeting, Sacramento, Cal 
Secretary, Jay W. Stevens, Merchants Ex 
change Building, San Francisco, Cal. 

Nov. 9-12—INTERNATIONAL  ASSOCTA- 
TION OF FIRE CHIEFS. Annual meeting, 
Miami, Fla. Secretary-Treasurer, Chief Daniel 
B. Tierney, 8 Robbins Road, Arlington, Mass 


Match Company Aids in 
Forest Fire Protection 


As a contribution toward the protec- 
tion of America’s forests, the Diamond 
Match Company of New York, N. Y., 
will soon begin free distribution of hun- 
dreds of thousands of books of matches 
bearing a warning against carelessness 
with fire, Joseph E. Duffey, vice presi- 
dent in charge of the company’s timber 
and lumber operations, has announced. 
The matches will be given to hunters, 
fishermen, vacationists and other visitors 
to timberland in California, Idaho, Wash- 
ington and New England. 

The matches will be handed out 
through the company’s 68 West Coast 
and 34 New England retail lumber yards 
and building supply stores, through lum- 
ber camps and through the U. S. Forest 
Service 
“Our company holds a quarter-million 
acres of virgin forest and believes that 
the time for a reminder against forest 
fire hazards is at the moment a match 
is struck to light a smoke or a camp fire 
and we believe that the timely messages 
on the covers should be helpful in spread- 
ing the gospel of caution against fire in 
the woods,” the Diamond announcement 
Said. 
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Champion Fire Apparatus 














Champion Fire Pumps 


NEW 24-PAGE BOOKLET 
IN COLORS 


Write Today For Your Copy 


'| W. S. DARLEY & CO., CHICAGO 12 























CAN PAY for ITSELF CRAVE MARKERS 
IN 6 MONTHS 


by Eliminating Dry Batteries 
&’ TRUE parabolic, silver plated re- 
flector; 25,000 cp. beam; % mile 
range; sturdy metal case; corrosion 
Proof terminals. 











Only 72 ounces. 
Will not spill 
in ANY 


Order your 


Grave Markers 
NOW! 


Plan your Memorial Day remembrance 
—now! These markers are made of 
beautifully cast bronze. Furnished com- 
plete with anchor and flag holder on 
back. 


Be sure to specify lettering or special 
markings to appear on the marker. Order 
in time for Memorial Day delivery. 
Also ask for free Catalog 43, our 96- 
page book of Facts on new Fyr-Fyter 
Fighting Equir t and ies. 











position. 
Battery change in 
10 seeonds without 

returning to factory. 


NON -SPILLABLE— 
KECHARGEABLE 


Type G-23 


MASTER-LIGHT 


for FIREMEN 


Police and Watchmen 
Write for new Emergency Lighting Bulletin 


CARPENTER LIGHTS 


200 Master-Light Bidg. 
BOSTON-45S-SOMERVILLE 
MASSACHUSETTS 












FYR-FYTER PRODUCTS 


63 Park Row - New York 
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BODY-GUARD 


BUNKER SUITS 


FOR COMFORT & PROTECTION 





WE ARE DISTRIBUTORS FOR 
SIREN BOOTS 
We have been supplying FIREMEN'S 


CLOTHING for over 25 years. 


Asy fireman can have a catalog by writieg— 


BODY-GUARD 
MANUFACTURING CO. 


ST. JOSEPH MISSOURI 











BOOKS 


For the Modern 
Fire Fighter... 
Recognized by the 
Fire Service as Standard 


Questions and Answers for 
Lieutenant and Captain—$2.50 


Promotional Study Course 
for Firemen—$3.00 
Fire Chief's Handbook—$4.00 
Fire Service Hydraulics—$3.00 


(The Above Prices 
Are All Postpaid) 


CASE-SHEPPERD-MANN 
PUBLISHING CORP. 


24 West 40th Street 
New York 18, N. Y. 
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WANTED 


Jobbers for popular brand of Municipal Fire Hose 
in various sections of New York State. Exclusive 
territories assigned. Box 5, c/o FIRE ENGI- 
NEERING, 24 West 40th St., New York 18, 
N. Y. 





Honecenensnanannrsiaene 











WANTED 
Fire Equipment Dealers to sell Morning Pride 
protected rubber frecoats, fire pants. fire mitts 
and fire suspenders. 
Write today Morning Pride Mfg. Co.. 
Home Ave., Dayton 7. Ohio. 


1986 








FOR SALE 


Seagrave fire truck, 1000 gal. per minute, 
80 gal. booster tank, suction hose. All in 
good condition. ORANGE & ROCKLAND 
ELECTRIC CO., New York. 
Phone 2211. 


Monroe, 








vernanvennonens ernie sneer 


RUBBER COATS AND BOOTS 
REPAIRED 
Worn, torn rubber fire coats or boot uppers ordi- 
narily ready for discard, can now be repaired 


as good as new by guaranteed ‘‘Factory Methods.” 
The cost is _ compared with the price of a 


new coat or 
Go ODFREY REPAIR SERVICE 
40 Union Square East 
New York 3, N. Y. 








WANTED 


Dealer—Distributors to sell fire apparatus manu- 
factured by well-known Mid-West Factory. 
Prompt delivery. Attractive proposition. Address 
Bor 30, FIRE ENGINEERING, 24 West 40th 
St., New York, 18, N. Y. 
EN ccseunal 


evnemenneyenennennnnnany Hooeepenneneeeseersverenmannyges 


FOR SALE 


American-LaFrance (G.M.C.) Tank Truck. 
1931 model. 600 gal. tank, heavy duty 6 
cyl. Buick motor. 100 G.P.M. rotary pump.’ 
1” and 1\%4” hose connections. Small suc- 
tion. In good condition. Contact CHIEF, 
RESCUE FIRE CO., INC., Cambridge, 
Maryland. 








evevenerneninevenennocncnonsnersensuevannenanapeyevansoeney 


FOR SALE 
BRAND NEW—PREPAID 


eneatenine 








Red rubber lined firemen’s coats, each.. $17.50 
Black rubber lined firemen’s coats, each 15.50 
White rubber lined chief’s coats, each.. 18.50 
Black unlined firemen’s coats, each..... 13.75 
2-gated leaderline siamese, chrome, each 30.00 
3-gated water chief's chrome trim, each 65.00 
Chimfex, 24 sticks to case, per case.... 24.00 
Imp, per dozen, for chimney fires.. 7.00 2 
2 package foam charge, 12 to cas 

dozen 15.00 
Carbon Tet., 12 to case, qts., per dozen 15.00 
Same, 1 gallon, 4 to case, per case..... 16.50 
2% gal. soda acid extinguisher, complete 

with charge-wall bracket, each....... 21.50 


DORAY FIRE EQUIPMENT a tel 
1924 Valley Drive, Syracuse 7, N. 
Save by Mail 


FOR SALE : 


4 Cylinder Mack Fire Truck equipped with two 
100 gal. Booster Tanks, 
Pump, % inch hose on reel, 2% 
connections both sides of 
equipped. Motor, pneumatic tires 
first class condition. No reasonable offer refused. 
BROOKLINE FIRE CO., Brookline, Haver- 
Pa. 


town, 
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FIRE ENGINEERING 


ronanenesansniay 


sunanaeananiaeney 


FOR SALE 


1 Seagrave 1,000 gallon 1927 pumping engine 
in good working condition. Can be seen a 
Columbia Engine Fire House. Write PEEK- 
SKILL FIRE DEPARTMENT, Peokskill, N. Y, 
COULEDELEERROOUUEEOOE S| UOUNGET ERATED COLLET BO ENE | LLLOH EEE 


vonmeasnenenssenenae 40 csuster ena. 


coe suuarenesueny ania Heuer nuuencnesinas ‘LUCE 


POSITION WANTED 


Fire Chief 29 years in Municipal Fire Depart- 
ment, would like to become chief of small 
Department. Age 47. Write to Box 60, e/o 
FIRE ENGINEERING, 24 West 40th Street, 
New York 18, N. Y. 


AC te 


pornsensvecevenenennnnsvanenecanarenevenecevegs concen rts aveveseeyrevoeyreecaeneernenrenanmme 


WANTED 


Am interested in securing contacts, with any 
Fire Appliance or Equipment Company, to sell 
their Products. Write: GEORGE H. BARTELS, 
188 Ann Street, Pearl River, N. Y. 


eoeranennapeniy svevanevuefnnanenenecenzucarnonesocpenceannvescoppentenecegagapenne ‘viernes 


Aven NETL CLM IMeN i teMN NTE EN 


woven onneoveenuuoeugeerennsanon saneneenente cr rEWeoUoe tt 


FOR SALE—FIRE HOSE 


DOUBLE JACKET—1%” 50’ igths., top qual- 
ity brands, in original factory packing, 400% 

factory tested, unused surplus, perfect condition. 
Price $12.50 per igth., uncoupled! Can apply 
any coupling. 


Also 

1%” Single Jacket Brass N.S.T. Cplgs., 
WBth. an cecccccccccscccccescecosessess 
3%” "x 50’ Igths. Double Jacket CRL 
uae N.S.T. Cplgs., 4002 Tested, 
Wet. ncccccccccccccccccccccccseserss 
e ~ M0" lgths. Single Jacket CRL Brass 
Cplgs., lgth. 32.50 

2%" x 10° Suction Hose, re 
,,Lnserted Cpid., Brass N.S.T., lgth..... 13.50 

2 x 25’ Suction Hose, Rubber Wire 
25.50 
9.00 


$11.00 


35.00 


inserted, Brass N.S.T. cplgs., Igth... 
4” x 12’ Double Jacket CRL Soft Suc- 
tion Uncpld., Igth. .......seeeseesees 
4” x 16’ Double Jacket CRL Soft Suc- 

tion Cpld 
«. 50” 


ach POTITITiTTTT rr ttt 
Pri iste Hose Nozzles, N.S.T., each... 
All Listed Material Unused, Perfect Condition. 
TOWSON HOSE & RUBBER CO., 104 W. 
Joppa Rd., Towson, 
Towson 1672, 


I ave nenecnanne 


Balto. 4, Md. Phone 


saocsesanuneertall 


Hounnnnnnenarenunennanorecneeneneey eonnessiarinteny 


FOR SALE 


WATER FOG NOZZLES, 1% inch, I.P.T., Solid 
Brass. Triple Action-Straight Stream, High and 
Low Velocity Fog. 


ous cereyeacerenennsasoennt 


> ae Unused Surplus. 
Complete Set, Nozzle. ft. Extension Appli- 
eator, and Tip $13.50. OST Adapter $1.00 


HALPRIN SUPPLY CO., 140 E. 2nd St, Les 
Angeles 12, Calif. 











SALESMEN WANTED 
Prefer Volunteer Firemen, Chiefs, Officers or 
members, retired or active, to > complete 
line of Fire Ly A E. Supplies including hose, 
nozzles, coats, boots, etc. Full or part time, 
with other job. Give 








seven raneaenennngae 


PO 





FOR SALE 
1,000 gal. American-LaFrance pumper in 6 
cellent condition, reasonable. FRIENDSHIP 


ENGINE & HOSE CO., Merrick. N. Y. 








Lipson 
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FOR SALE 


Seagrave F Motor City Service Ladder Truck 
in good condition. Booster Brakes and Standard 
Equipment. Now in Active service but being 
replaced by Seagrave Aerial Truck. Address all 
communications to PAUL E. SCHUMACHER, 
CITY CLERK, CITY OF ANSONIA, Ansonia, 
Conn, 


' rasuunenyioecregeaenaanntt Hit : wansauraniany 


MI 


FOR SALE—UNUSED SURPLUS 


* UNLINED LINEN Fire Hose, 50’ Top = 
Brand Perfect Condition — Yellow Label 3 
ULI — $10.00 pes £ P.T. cpls. Others Extra. 
Siamese Y Valves, "2%" F., N.S.T. to pair 
1%” Males — Quick Acting — " Solid Brass os = 
Short Bedy — Top Brand — IL.P.T. or N.S.T. 

@ $8.50. 


WHT 


sounnensianeeaanaaatniie ua 








Full Coverage Asbestos Fire Suits @.... $7.50 : — 
— Nozzle, 2%” N.S. Br. = 

oSecenasessebacssoecenesaerees 5.00 : 
14" DJ Fire Hose, 50’, Br. LP.T. @.. 15.00 = 


and Many Other Values. Write for Circular. 
HALPRIN SUPPLY CO. 


FOR SALE 


MECHANICAL FOAM (LIQUID FOAM) 


Calif. = 











140 E. 2nd Street, Los Angeles 12, 
: Made by nationally known manufacturer. 
Suan wan ™ Government surplus, $4.50 per 5 gal. F.O.B. 
t nner : Philadelphia. 
: FOR SALE - 
: Palm Fiber Fire Broom. The Best “Fire = : 
= Fighter’ ior Field Fires, selected tor its tiex- = Prices Subject to Change. 
= jing and fire resisting quaiities. Metal bound = 
= at head. Unmexceiied for sweeping — = Cc & L EXPORT CO. 
= Made by the makers of the original tire broom. ° 
: No, 62h alm Fiber Fire Broom in lots of six 1332 Callohill St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
or more, each $1.50. S. Ervin Diehl, Jr., 1229 
N. Second Street, Philadeiphia 22, Pa. 
P vuvonsensorsvannesaonenanszeneensseneennncaooanivouevouoirassunngnneensanganente ' ten 
FOR SALE FOR SALE — FIRE EQUIPMENT 
FIRE APPARATUS AND EQUIPMENT Large selection of Unused Surplus in 
original crates 
F We have the folowing for sale, all in good = ENORMOUS SAVINGS 
= condition z 15 Ib. Dry Chemical CO Fire Extin- 
850-400 gallon Reo Pumper...... esse $450.00 = DEEL. Kniten eVanbanbes-adueonheeies $16.25 
U. S&S. Pumper—300 gallom............ 350.00 = Foam Play Pipes, 2%” & 1%” with 
American-La#rance 750 gallon Pumper 1,250.00 Hip Packs ...-.--0...eeecseesserecces 19.75 
American-L: lon Pumper 1,000.00 Wall Reels, for ‘23 6'"x50° ‘linen fire hose... 3.15 
H.P. Federal Vertical Sirens, 125.00 Extinguishers, pump type, 2% gal. UL & 
10% Kidde Exts. less horn and FM approved ........cccccscccses 7.65 
valve —— cr each 7.50 Fire Hose 2%"’, single jacket, 50° lengths, 
Rockwood 14%” Fog Ni 7.00 uncoupled, per ft. ..........s0-seee+s -43 
St Ge «couscceudesetsorcs 60.00 Fire Hose, 2’’, Am jacket, 50’ lengths, 
Foam Powder—50# cans, per can. 3.00 CRE, BOF TE. cc cccccsccccccccece -29 
Foam Liquid—5 gal. cans, per can. 3.00 Ventilating Hose, 8’’x15’, collapsible..... 3.25 





Electric lanterns 

Linen Hose, 1%’’225’, coupled I.P. thread, 

y ; DEF M, ccccccccvcccscvesescocecscssees -20 
. 3 Foam Nozzle, with — tubes 

Foam Accumulators, 402 

Pressure Proportioners, PP- D10-V, 20 gal. 

Fog Nozzles, triple action, 1%” and 2%” 
Applicators 

Cellar Pipes and Nozzles, 1%" 

100 Ibs. CO» Stationary Extinguishers, 2 
cylinders, reel, hose and nozzle 

COe Repair Kits 

2%’ Salt Water Strainers, 

Various miscellaneous items 


For details write Box 20, 
c/o FIRE ENGINEERING, 
24 West 40th Street, New York 18, N. 


Units 
with 


502 
WANTED 
bronze 
Position as Fire Prevention Engineer and 
Instructor, Fire Protection Chief, or Fire 
and Safety Supervisor. 

8 years experience in Modern Technical 
Fire Protection. Will consider Municipal 
or Industrial Departments. Reliable Refer- 


USED SURPLUS—LIKE NEW 


COzg Transfer Pumps, AC MOTOR 

40 gal. Foam Fire Extinguishers 

4 Ib. and 15 lb. COe Fire Extinguishers 
Oxygen Rescue Breathing Apparatus 


ences. 36 years of age. Married. Write to 50 lb. CQ» fire extinguisher Cylinders, disc type 

Box 65, c/o FIRE ENGINEERING, 24 — for system, charged 

West 40th Street, New York 18, N. Y. ABSOLUTE FIRE PROTECTION COMPANY 
338 Halsey St., Plainfield, 


N 
Show Room, 2114 Park Ave. ° Plainfield, ~ & 











ASBESTOS 
FIRE SUITS 


Complete with Safety Helmet 
A definite necessity in every modern Fire De- 
partment. One piece—adjustable to almost any 
size. Specially treated for oil and gas fires! 
Unused—U. S. Navy 
—Spec. No. N-37-8- Price $162! 

10. per sult 
Your Department or 4 for $15.81 cash 

isn’t complete with- F.0.B 
out these suits. 


LITTLE TRADING CORP. 
153 No. 12th Street, Newark, N. J. 




















SPECIAL BINDERS 
AVAILABLE: AGAIN 


Every issue of FIRE ENGINEERING has something you may want for 
future reference. With one of these standard handy binders, you 
will have every article at your fingertips and a complete index of 
everything published during the year. The binder holds 24 issues and 
two yearly indexes. Price $2.50 


BOOK DEPT. 


CASE-SHEPPERD-MANN PUBLISHING CORP. 
24 WEST 40th STREET, NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 


For Sale 


"WESTBURY FIRE DEPARTMENT 





American-La France 750- 
gallon pumper with 90-gallon 
booster tank. 


New Tires 
Booster Brakes 


In good operating condition 
—ready to answer alarms. 


Write 


WESTBURY 
WATER DISTRICT 
WESTBURY, NEW YORK 

















Kindly mention Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 
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can see at a glance. 


RANSON .WEST VIRCINIA 


Phones 93 & 94 Charles Town Wes 
Established 1892 


We shall appreciate 


t 


You don’t get caught 
with your hose lines down 
when you're equipped with 


OWHAIAN 


“SENSIBLE LUG" COUPLINGS 





Every fire chief knows that a hose line is only as dependable as its 
couplings. That's why it is essential to use a coupling that you can 
be sure will stand up under any conditions. 


Powhatan couplings are precision-made and mighty tough—second 

to none for DURABILITY and all-around dependability. And the 

"Sensible Lug" with the curvature which enables the hose to slide 
along easily and prevents it from becoming snagged on obstruc- 
tions, is an important advantage which any experienced fire fighter 


Specify Powhatan "Sensible Lug’ Couplings on your next hose order. 
Once you try them you'll probably never use anything else. 


OWNATAN BRASS 


ond IRON WORKS 


Virgina 
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Akron Brass Mfg. Co., Inc. 
Aladdin Engi ing Eq ip Co. 
Aluminum Ladder Co. 

American District Telegraph Co. 
American-LaF rance-Foamite Corp. 
American-Marsh Pumps, Inc. 

Ansul Chemical Co., Fire Ext. Div. 
Atlas Safety Equipment Co., Ine. 





Bar-Way Mfg, Co. 

Bean Mig. Co., John 
Bishinger-Koehler Mfg. Co. 

Body Guard Mfg. Co. 

Boston Woven eee & Rubber Co. 
Braxmar Co., C. 

Buckeye Iron & | Works 


Capital Fire Equipment Co. 252 
Carbide & Carbon Chemicals Corp. 219 
Carpenter Manufacturing Co. 271 


Central Fire Truck Corp. 267 
Circul-Air Corp. 266 
Darley & Co., W. S. 271 
DeBoer & Associates, H. O...... 265 


Duo Safety Ladder Corp. 224 


E and J Manufacturing Co. 250 
Elkhart Brass Mfg. Co., Inc. 
Emerson Co., J. H. Inside Front Cover 
Eureka Fire Hose Div., 

U. S. Rubber Co. 257 


Fairbanks, Morse & Co. 268 
Federal Electric Co., Inc. 211 
Firemen's Safti-Shield Co., Inc 266 
Four Wheel Drive Auto Co.... Back Cover 
Fyr-Fyter Co. 264 


Fyr-Fyter Products 271 
Gamewell Co. 226 
General Electric Co. 263 
Goodrich Co., B. F. 215 
Hale Fire Pump Co 258, 263 
Hardie Mfg. Co. 269 
Hewitt-Robins, Inc. 268 
Homelite Corp. 251 
Howe Fire Apparatus Co. 261 
Janesville Apparel Co. 266 
Leece-Neville Co. 247 
Little Trading Corp. 273 
McIntire Brass Works, F. N. 266 
Mack Mfg. Corp. 217 
Mars Signal Light Co. 218 
Midwestern Mfg. Co. 249 


Mine Safety Appliances Co. 
Inside Back Cover 


National Foam System, Inc. 222 
Onan & Sons, D. W. 270 
Powhatan Brass & Iron Works 274 
Pyrene Mfg. Co. 255 
Quaker Rubber Corp. 262 
Republic Rubber Div., 

Lee Rubber & Tire Corp. 223 
Rockwood Sprinkler Co. 213 
Russell Uniform Co. 268 
Scott Aviation Corp. 248 
Sheren Fire Equipment Co. 264 
Smith & Co., D. B. 245 
Stephenson Corp. 258 
Sterling Siren Fire Alarm Co., Inc. 269 
Textileather Corp. 253 
Waterous Company <4 259 
Wentworth-Forman Co., Inc. 270 
Westbury Water District 273 
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your mentioning Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 
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ARTIFICIAL RESPIRATIO 
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Rig 


INHALATO 


When death threatens and breathing has stopped 

4 Om PHYSICAL trained rescuers start artificial respiration immediately 
knowing the value of the precious remaining second 
in restoring life! The H-H Inhalator moves into thé 
work of rescue as soon as applied, without break i 
the established rhythm of artificial respiration—speed 
the victim toward recovery by supplying life-giving 
oxygen and stimulating carbon dioxide—naturally 
gently, without pressure or suction. Write for Bulletia 
CA-9, or let us arrange a demonstration of the H- 
Inhalator. 


MERICAN 
EDICAL 
BSS 
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MINE SAFETY APPLIANCES COMPANY 
BRADDOCK, THOMAS & MEADE STREETS PITTSBURGH 8, PA. 


District Representatives in Principal Cities 


In Canada: MINE SAFETY APPLIANCES COMPANY OF CANADA, LIMITED 


TORONTO, MONTREAL, VANCOUVER, CALGARY, NEW GLASGOW, N. S. 
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Cn YO rvecved 
TO GIVE YOU THE FINEST 


FIRE FIGHTING SERVICE 


i i The Four-Wheel Drive Auto Co., Clintonville, Wisconsin, U. S. A. 
tr Canadian Factory KITCHENER, ONTARIO 





